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CANADIAN ELECTRICAL ASSOCIATION.

LIGIITI! ANNUAL CONVENTION<.
The eighth convention of thec Canadian Electrical Associa.

tion wvas hid in the Windsor H-otcl, Montreant on thc 28111,
29t1t and 3otli Juric. Oit thc flrst day, the inceting, wvhicli was
thc best attended ini the history o! the associationî, wvas callcd
t0 ordcr by the prcsidenf, Jolin Yale, manager of thc Guelph
Light & Power Co., shortly aftcr io o'ciock. After the
rending of the minutes o! the last meeting -by the sccretary.
C. H. Mortimer, Mayor Prcfontainc, of Montreal, %vas intro-
duccd, and welconied the convention to Montreai. Thc presi-
, ent said titat ail wevc pleascd to, receive thte grcting of the
Mayor of Montreal. and calied upon A. A. Wriglht, o! Ren-
frcw, to support Iuini in bis statement, whici lie did in a
neat three mintes' speech.

TVic president then read his address as folloxvs: "I beg f0
give yott ail a hearty wclcome to titis flicSth convention of the
Canadian Electricai Association. The aim of the association is
f0 gather together the miembers of thec Electrical Fraternity.
and allied intcrests for the purpose of muttuai discussion, and
f0 iearn from cadi ofher's experience. In titis wvay we try to
benefif thic whoie business interests xih whichi we arc ail con-
ncctcd. An organizaf ion o! thih kind confers upon its mnembers
betiefifs from the reading o! pripers, and the discussions xvhich
take place disseminate information with rpfcrencc to the meth-
ods thlat are constantiy being tried by different tnwlmbcrs in the
practicai conduet of tlîcîr everyday operations andi business
miethods. This association affords the mens for miembers to
becomie acquainted with one another. The friend.hiips here
fornicd shouid be used for flic purpose of mutuai protection and
advice whcn difficulties arise. A fre ani fricndly correspond-
cnce tends very mutci to strcngthen. stimulate and encourage
mnany o! uis in our daily sfruggie witli difficulfies. Tt is a
rnatter o! satisfaction f0 me that during the iast two years you
have lîonorcd me ivith the office of president, gooji progrcss lias
been made in the direction indicatcd; but flîcre is stili rooni for
grent improvement.

It is nowv ainîost four years since the last meeting o! the
Caîtaclian Electricai Association was licid in the City of
M.%ontrei. During the intervai conventions have been lheld
on-e in Ottawa, twice in Toronto, and iast Year at Niagara
Fal1îL On cadli, occasion matters of current interest and iii-
puortant,- have been prescnted for flhc consideration of our mcm-
bers. There are many reasons wvhy otar meeting, again this
ycar in the cast, and particularly in Montreai, shouid bc at
once a source of bot picasure and profit to the members
of tiîis association. The intervciiing four ycars have done mucli
for the Dominion o! Catiada, for its national life and the
devciopnîcnt o! its inateriai resourccs. In no departmcnt o! ini-
dustry lias fiais progress bren more nuarkced titan in fhe dlec-
tricai filid, in electric liglîting, in electrie railway work, and
in the clcctric franîsmission o! powcr; and the work must not
be forgotten wlîiciî lins been donc in extending the use and
iînproving the service in flic older branches, the telegrapli and
the felephone. Front titis dcveiopment o! tlic grcat modern
industry in wviich wvc are ail prc'ud f0 have a siare, no part
o! the country is iikciy to rcap greater benefits titan the City
o! Montreai and ifs vicinify.

The Dominion of Canada, at Ieast, so far as Ontario -and

Quebec are conccmncd, wvle otherwisc abund.- lily dowercd
witii minerai riches, bas been deprived o! coal deposits, until
.ecentiy an essential factor ini manufacturing and industrial
deveiopnfn. To-day, liowcver, the possi 'bilitics o! clectricai
transmission bave rendcrcd availabie as a substitute fo tt'rn
the wlîces o! outr factories, the heritage wvhichi botît proa:nces
possess ini tlicir abtîndant wvater poivers. It wvili be otîr
privilege to inspect wlhat lias been donc in titis direction by
sonie o! lier far-siglhtcd and cnterprising cifizens for *lie City
of Montreai. We shall first sec that great enterr.ise, carricd
ont in tlic face of difficulties and discoîtragernents, the stuccess-
fui utilizaf ion o! tlic power o! tlic St. Lawrence river l>y the
plant of tie Lachine Rapids Hydratilic and Land Company.
0f eqîtal infcrcst and importance ivili bc thte opporttinity given
o! inspecfing Èt plant and eqîîipment of the Clianibly Manu-
faictîîring Companiy on the Richelieu river at Chanibiy, wvhiehj
wvill vie wvith its greaf rivai in flic beneficent work o! suppiying
clîcap liglit andcficap powver for the dit izens o! Montreal. It is
to bc hopcd that a fair dividend wvilh be the rcxvard of the share-
liolders of flie two companies for tlîcir cnterprise. If is proper,
before entering on the wvork o! titis convention. wve shoid
giance bricfiy over flic progress o! flic past year. A marked
featîTe o! eiectric progrcss in the Dominion fhrouglîout flic
ycars 1897 and 1&)8 has been flic inceptioin. and, in some cases,
tlic comiplet ion o! a number o! important plants for flhe long
distance t ransnmission of power. In flic Province o! Qucbc
therTe arc besides flic two plants already mentioned, the Mont-
miorency plant. wvhici lias been in operation for severai years,
and is no doubt familiar fa most o! you. and the Northî Shore
Poivcr Company, Thrcc Rivers, a 16 mile fransmiission. 12,000

volts. dclivcring 500 kw. In Ontario fhere is tlic Cafaract
Powver Companiy o! Hamilton. flie distance f0 be fransinitfed 33
miles, pressure: 25.000 volte Wvith a capacify of 6.000 h.p. Thtis
plant. if is anficipat cd, wili bc in operation b>" August îst next.
In British Columbia a transmission installation of r.5oo h.p.
capacity is being crectcd f0 supply energy for flic Eicctric Rail-
wvay, lighfing and powver industries o! flic City of Victoria, dis-
tance 16 miles. The West Kootenay Power Company rccnfly
starfcd witl an initial CapaCi.'r O! 2,000 h.p., pressure 20,oo0
volts, (ldistance 30 uhiles. This powecr wili be used for tlic opera-
tion o! manchinery in the minfing districts. 'We have alrcady
rcferrcd fo the enormcus dcvclopmcnt sinder way in the vicinify
o! Montreant

The oniy point at wvhicli safis!actory progress chnnot be
reporfed is af Niagara Falls, whlere, unfortunatciy, flic fying Up
of tlie grcatcst wvafcr power in flic Dominion in fthc lands o! an
alien corporation lias prevent cd *ifs dcvelopmcnt foi, flic benefif
o! the people ot Ontario. This staf e of affairs, wc trust, wili
bc rcmovcd before anofhier year. Besides flic important plants
mcntioncd wiîich are cither in operation, or in course o! con-
struction, a large number o! similar enterprises arc at present
in flicir initial stages and may be expecfed f0 reacli tîleir comn-
pîction wvithin flic next ycar or two. Aitogeflier, if is difficult
fo forese af fthc present moment tic benefits wvhich our Cana-
dian manufactories and industries generaily may derive frointhfli
utiliz.ing o! "le, %vater powers o! the country. scattercd withont
number !rom flic Atlantic fo flic Pacifie. In clecfric raiiway
wvork ftic deveiopment o! flic ycar bas been maitily ccnflncd f0

the extension and flic bet fcr cquipment of cxisfing Cify and
suburban ronds.


