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Becond, That it is very unressonable to rofuse cither to embrace the Gospal, '
or to unite in Christian ;Z"owahip with others, on account of the alleged incon. -
sistoncies of professors. b

And hero it should not be forgotten, that the defeots of a Christinn’s character § -
becomo known and observed chiefly by the ve?' excellenco of tho Gospel systom. ; §
As the value of gold makes us dotect tho smallest deficionoy in its woight, ns tho -
brightness of the sun causes us to obsorve the spots on its surface, so the very *
purity and glory of Christianity make moral defocts, when seen in its disciples, ;* -
oxcite scorn and contempt, which, if observed in a Mahometan, Mormon or
Infidel, would scarcely elioit a singlo romark. And cortainly no candid mind ~
will undervalue the Gospel on account of imporfections in its professors which,
but for the light it emits, would never have beon observed.

It is, aftor oll, a poor subterfuge to allege that the defects and inconsistencies -
of professing Christians (who may be mere hypocrites,) form s reason for excus- ..
ing one's self from the profession and obligationa of religion. 1f our neighbour .
pays his debts with spurious money, there is no cause why we should not dis- ..
charge our debts with money that is good.

To God and to society we all owo it, as a sacred debt, not only to embraco
the Qospel for ourselves, but to unite with those who know the truth in holy. -:
fellowship and active efforts for the spread of the Redeemer’s kingdom. Wz ,
cannot escape from this debt by pointing to another who has not paid it}
although he has pretended‘to do so. Pay that thou owest; leave thy neigh-}
bour’s affuirs alone. ¢ To his own Master he standeth or falleth.” If he pretends§
to hold the truth and has embraced error, do you profess the truth and love it.}.
If he prolends to be moral, and is really vicious, do you both profess and prac-}
tice virtue, If his religion is a sham, let yours be something more than a cipher.}

But there is another use which we may make of this law, which all counter-}’
feiting obeys :

Third, It affords an infallible test of the charactee and standing of the different
religious systems which demand our confidence. Among these some must con-
tain more truth than others. We may suppose a regular gradation from the!-
most erroneous system, which depraved man can ca!! religion, np to that which} ;
makes the nearest approach to the wholo truth of God of any that has blessed } ;
our world. We may suppose the order in the ascending scaf; to be something
as follows: Deism, Unitarianism, Pelagianism, Arminianism, Calvinism. If this; ;
arrangement of these systems is correct, we may then, according to the law|
which all counterfeiting observes, expect to find persons who, in heart, have
embraced some of the lower and more erroneous forms of belief, seeking to pass
themselves off as adherents of sorne of the purer systems of religion, but never, .
except through ignorance or constraint, assuming the garb of any of its more s
worthless forms. We may expect to see a Deist at times pretending to be 8" '3
Christian, but never to see a Christian acknowledging himself as a Deist. We '
may expect to see Unitarians creeping into Pelagian, Arminian, or Calvinistic *
communities, but never to find an intelligent adherent of any of these systems .
willingly putting on the garb of Unitarianism. We may be prepared to se¢ " '3
Pelagians and Arminians signing Calvinistic Confessions, in order that they may %
introduce the poisun of their errors into enclosures from which they were care-." 8
fully excluded, but never, on the other hand, to see intelligent Calvinists, of theirj.§
own motion, signing Pelagian or Arminian formulas, or seeking to introducef;
their sentiments secrétly into these communities. We may, in fact, expect t0
gee error do homage to truth, by hypocrisy, while truth, by its own inhereot X
majesty, is raised above all obeisance to error. E

1t is not a little remarkable that the state of things which we have supposed} &
is exactly that which the history of the Church unfolds. We are not aware the!|. @




