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Second, That lt is very uinroasoneblo to Tofuso cither to embraco the Gospel,
or to unite in Christian followghip with othors, on aocount of tho alloged, incon.
sistonoies of profesrs. k

And hieroa should net ho forqotten, that the defeots of a Ohristian's character
becomo known aud observed chiefly by the very excellence of the Gospel Rystom. %
As the value of gold makes us doteot tho Bmallcst cloficienoy in its woight, as the
brightness of the sun cautes us to observe tho spots on its surface, go tho very
purity and glory of Christianity mnale moral defocte, when seon iu its disciples,
excite scoru and contempt, whicb, if observod le a Mnhomotan, Mormon or
Infidol, would scarcely olicit a single romarie. And cortainly no candid mind
will undorvalue the Gospel on account of imperfections in its professore %Yhieh,
but for the lighit it emits, would noyer have beon observod.

It le, aftor ail, a ýoor subterfuge te allege that tho deoects and inconsistenoio
of profiessing Christians (wvho xnay be more hypocrites,) form r. renson for exous-
ing ono's sel f from, the profession sud obligationa of religion. If our neighibour
pays his dobte with spurieus monoy, thora ie ne cause wby we should net dis.
charge our dobts with Inonoy that ie good.

To God and te, eociety 'vo aIl ewo it, as a sacred dobt, net only te embraco »;,
the Gospel for oursolves, but te unite with those who know the truth in hol1
followship and active efforts for tho sprend of the Rbedeemner's kingdom. We*
cannot escape from this debt by peinting te another who has net paid it4
although ho has protendedýto do se. Psy that thou ewest; Icave thy noigh-
bour's affaire atone. IlTo hie own Master ho standeth or falloth." If he pretends
te hold tho truth sud has omabraced errer, do you profess the truth snd love iL.
If ho protends te be moral, and is really vicieus, do you botli profees and prac.
lice virtue. If his religion is a sham, lot yours bo somothing more than a cipher.

But there is anether use which wo may mako of t.his law, which ail counter-
feiting obeys

Third, It affords an infalliblo test of the charactet and standing of the difforent
religious systems whieh dcxnand our confidence. Among these soma must con-
tain more truth than others. Wo may suppose a regfular gradation fromn thoi
mnost erroneous systees, wliich depraved man can cn!! rei ion p te that which
mnakes the nearest approach to the whole truth of God of an y that has ble&ý5ed
our world. We may suppose the order je the ascending scale to ho somnething
as follows: Deisin, Unitarianism, Pelagianism, Arminianism, Calvinises. If this,
arrangement of theso systems, is, correct, wo mnay thon, according te tho lew'
which nil counterfeiting observes, expeet te find pursons who, iu heart, have
embraced somaoef the lower sud more erroneous forme of belief, seking te paeu!
themselves off as adherents of some of the purer systeme of religion, but nover,,
oxcept through ignorance or constraint, assumning the grarh of any ol its more
worr.lless forme. We may oxpect te see a ]I)ist at times pretending te o ba'
Christian, but neyer te sec a Christian acknowledging himself as a ])eist. We
may expeet te sec Unitariane creeping iute Pelegian, Arminisis, or Calvinistic
cemmunities, but nover to find an intelligent adheorent of any of these systeis.
willingly putting on the garb of Unitarxanism. We may be prepared te see
Pelagians and Arminians signing Calvinistie Confessions, in order that they mal
introduce, the poison of their errors inte enclosures from which thoy were cr
fully excluded, but nover, on the other band, te see intelligent Calvinists, of their
own motion, signing Pelagian or Arminian formulas, or seeking te introduce
thoir sentiments secrétly inte theso communities. We may, in fact, expeet to

e errer do homage te truth, by hypocrisy, whule truth, by its own inhorent
xnajesty, ie raised above ail obeisance te, errer.

it ie net a little remarkablo that the stato of thinge which we have suppposa
is exactly that which the history of the Church unfolds. Wo are net awaro tha


