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This number concludes the fifteenth
volume of the Crarrsman, and we
take the opportunity of addressing a
foew words directly and personally to
our subscribers.

‘We have endsavored, since we un-
dertook the editing and publishing of
this journal, to provide for members
of the Masonie Order throughout
Canada s periodical which would fur-
nish for them interesting and instruc-
tive reading on those subjeots which
it is supposed every Mason would give
attention to. 'L'hat we have succeed-
ed in our endeavor we are assared by
the frequent testimony of learned and
erudite Masons, as well as by the flat-
tering encominms of our contempo-
raries. 'We regret, however, that we
have not received as liberal support
a8 we hoped for, and as we think we
are entitled to recsive from such a
large constituency as the Dominion of
Cansda—for we have no competitor
with whom to divide the favors—
we must therefore conclude either that
Canadian Masons are not & reading
olass, or, if they are, that they take
very little interest in Masonry; and
we are inolined rather to the latter
conolusion, for in this age and coun-
fry slmost every body reads their
paper and magazine. That Canadian
Masons take very little interest in
Masonry is & fact with which we are
becoming every day more firmly im-
pressed by observation and experi-
ence. The very large number of
unaffiliates throughout the country,
as also the inoreasing number of
annual saspensions for non-payment
of dues, are an evidence of this. The
cure for this evil is greater care and
caution in selecting material for the
Masonic superstructure; and the in-
culeation of Masonie principles, s.ud
the extension of knowledge; and to
this work the Crarrsman devotes its
pages.

In addition to the comparatively
small list of sabsoribers, we have to
complain of the indifference with
which those, whose names are on our
subsoription list, treat our gentle re-
minders that they are in arrears.
‘When a subscriber owes for two,
three and four years, it is time tha
he should be aroused to a sense
of hig delinquency; and we fear that
we shall have to take such proceed-
ings as will draw from them the
inoney which lawfully belongs to us.
We are not unreasonable; we have
waited lopg and patiently; but they
are most unreasonable in supposing that
we can afferd to supply them with
such a periodical as the Crarrsmaw,
gratis. We think that the annual
subseription of $1.50 is very low, and
few magazines of equal worth can be
had for the same price; and if they do
not think our journel is worth that
amount, we are quite willing to re-
move their names from the list, upon
the usual conditions.

And to those who have been prompt
and punctual in paying their sub-
geriptions we return our thanks, and
hope that their strict business pro-
ceeding in this case, carried into their
own business and profossion, will be-
get prosperity and success. To those
brethren who have kindly contributed
to our columns, we offer our hearty
thanks, and hope that they may long
continue to favor us, and enlighten
and instruct our readers. And to all
we extend a hearty greeting at this
season, wishing you ¢ A Merry
Christmas and & Happy New Year.”
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Roman Catholicism vs. Freemasonry.

An instance of the bigotry and
intolerance of the Church of Rome
towards Freemasonry has been made:
public within the last few days in
Toronto. It appesrs that a man
named Riley, an old soldier who had
served in the British avmy in China
and Africs, and now & pensioner hv-
ing in that city, but who has lately



