
ROMAN CATHOLICI8M vs. FRERMÂSONRY.

Port Hope, December l5th, 1880.

This nuniber concludes the fifteenth
,volume of the CRAFTSMAN, and we
take the eppertunity of addressing a
few words directly and personally te
our subscri ber8.

We, have endeavored, since we un-
dertook the editing sud publishing of
this journal, te provide for memubers
of the Masonic Order throughout
Canada a periodical which would fur-
nish fer thein interesting and instruc-
tive reading on those subjeots 'which
it is supposed every Mason wouid give
attention te. ihat we have sucoeed-
ed lu our endeavor we are assured by
the frequent testimony cf leamned aud
erudite Masons, as well as by the fiat-
tering encomiums cf Our contempe-
raries. We regret, however, that we,
have net received as liberal support
aswe hoped for, aud as we thiuk we
are entitled te recoive frein such a
large constituency as the Dominion ef
Canada-for we have ne competitor
with 'whom te divide the favrs-
we must therefore conclade either that
Canadian Masons are net a reading
olass, or, if they are, that they take
very littie interest in itvasenry; sud
we are inolinedl rather te the latter
conclusion, fer lu this age aud coun-
try almost every body reads their
paper sud magazine. That Canadian
Masons take very littie interest lu
Msseury isa sfact with which, we are
becoming every day more firmmy im-
presse by observation sud experi-
once. The very large number cf
unaffiliates throughout the country,
as alGo the iucreasing number cf
annual suspensions for nou-paymeut
cf dues, are au evidence cf this. The
cure for this evil is greater care snd
caution in aelecting niaterial for the
Masonie superstructure; ana the in-
culcation of Maseulo principles> t.ud
tAie extension cf knowledge; aud to
this work- the CiuàmsAN devotes its
pages.

In adition to, the oomparatively
ernall list of sabsoribers, we have to
complain of the indifférence with
which those, whose naines are on our
eribscriptien list, treat our gentie re-
minders that they are in arrears.
Whou a subscriber owes for two,
three and four years, it la turne that
he aboula be aroused te a sense
of bis delinquency; and we fear that
we shall have te take such proceed-
ings as wrnl draw froin them the
inoney which lawftilly belongys to us.
We are not unreasonable; we have
waited long aud patiently; but tliay
are most unreasonable in supposiflg that
we cau afford to supply thein with
such a periodical as the CRAFTsAI',
gratiRç. We think that the annuat
subsoription of $1.50 i8 very low, and
few magazines of equal worth eau be
had for the saine price; aud if thev do
not think oui journal is worth that
ainount, we are quite 'willing to re-
move their names from, the list, upon
the usual conditions.

And te those who have been prompt
and punctual lu paying their sub-
soriptiens we returu our thanks, and
hope that their strict business pro-
ceeding iu ti case, carried into their
own business and profession, Vill be.
get prosperity sud success. To those
brethren who have kindly contributed
te our columus, we offer Our hearty
thanks, aud hope that th-ey may long
continue te favor us, aud euhighten
and instruet our readers. And te all
we exteud a hearty greeting at this
season, wishiug you IlA Merry
Christmas -and a H1appy New Year."

Roman Catholicisin vs. rreemasonzy.

Au instance cf the bigotry and
iutolerance cf the Church cf Romer
tewards Freemasonry has been made.
public withiu the last few days in
Toronto. It appears that a man-
uamedl Rfiley, an old soldier who,. adl
servea iu the British army iu China
audi Africa, and now a pensioner liv-
ing iu that city, but who bas lately


