
Practical Pointers on SmallFruit Culture
A ONG the many points of interest to

strawberry growers mentioneti ini Bull.
jà No. 276, N.Y 'Exp. Sta., Geneva, is the

variation' ii the tendency to prxlace runners, or
to make new plants, to be pbserved in the char-
acteristies of varieties. This is a point that
<leserves more attention than it usually receives.
Most varieties produce a moderate number of
new plants; some make very few, while others
are sucb prolific plant makers that, unless planteti.
far apart, the plants are badly crowded. When
selecting anti planting vanieties, these differences
shoulti be borne in mind. Among the varieties
at Geneva that produce very many planits are
Mark Hanna, Ridgeway andi Senator Dunlop;
very few plants, Challenge, Joe Menti, etc.
Among the vigorous plant prod'ucers at Guelph,
are Sadie (no use otews) Ruby, 'Standard,
etc.; medium to lîglit, Warfield, Wm i. Beit,
Clyde, Glen Mary, Van Deman, Irene anti Jo-
cunda.

CULTURAL NOTES ON BUSH F'RUITS
Duning the past summer a bulletin, No. 278,

on raspherries anti blackberries, was issueti by
the N.Y. Agr. Exp. Sta., Geneva. Besities meni-
tioning the best varieties anti dassifying thent
aceording to their characteristics, sncb as hardi-
ness, earliness anti su on, the bulletin contains
mnany interesting cultural directions which, in
part, are as f ows

Raspberries anti .blackberiies are nearly as

Blackberries do not sucker as freely as the
reti raspberries. These suckers havre but few
fibrous roots anti as a rule do not make snch
gooti plants as those. starteti front cuttings of the
blackberry roots. The roots may be tiug in the
f all, cut into two or three inch engths, stratifieti
over winter anti sown in nursery rows in the
spning, anti most excellent plants are usually
obtaineti after one season's growth. Only strong,
healthy plants shoulti be selected, and it is often
an ativantage to choose these fronta younger
plantation rather tban from an olti beti, the
plants of which mnay have deteniorateti in vigor
ant imay lie infesteti with varions insects anti
diseases.

Blackberries anti reti raspbernies mnay be set
either in the fail or in the early spring. If set
in late Oct. or early Novr., the rows shoulti be
ploweti up to, inaking a back furrow along each
row of plants. This will ha a great protection
against wiinter injury. Tha earth shoniti ba
taken away froxu the hills as soon as the ground
is inworking order in early spring. Such plants,
as a rule, start into growth earlier than those set
in the snring. These plants shoniti ba set as deep,
or slightly deeper, than they were la the original
betis. Black raspberry plants anti the purpla
kinds rootati front the cane tips shoulti be set in
the spning insteati of the fall, not covering the
crown too deeply, anti spreatiing the roots in a
circle about the centre of the crown. It is an,
ativantage to set the plants in the bottom of a
sliallow furrow, fllling in as the plants develop.
Under these conditions they withstanti, drouglit
bett*er~ anid the cantes are not so easily blown
over by the winti.

The distance apart of rows anti of plants de-
pends oni the systei of cultivation, the varieties,
the natural ricliness of the grounti anti the loca-
tion. In general tbe plants sholi not be
crowdeti. Redi rasphernies xnay be set closer
than black raspberries, anti blacberries shoniti
be set the fartliest apart. These distances may
vary front 3 x 6 ft. to 4 xc 8 ft., depending on
conditions.

The grounti sboulti be kept well cultivateti anti
tlie plants boed as occasion requires. In yonng
plantations, if the plants have been set properly,
cultivation may be given both wvays thus retiucing
the expense of keeping down the weeds. The
cultivation should be sballow as the roots lia
near the surface. On lxeavy dlay souls it niay

before removal, but better resitits are usually
secureti by cutting them out and burning as
soon as the berry crop is harvesteti. By this
methotithe insects and fungouisdiseasesfrequent-
ly infesting those canes may be destroyeti, andi the
young canes have more rootn to develop. Fach
spring the plants should lie gonie over, cutting
off the weak ends of the canes and thinning out
some of the smaller ones whiere the growth is too
dense. Front a to 5 canes a hili are usually
preferable to a larger nuxber.

Trhe winter protection of the plants is largely
confineti to the colder climates. Blackberries are
usually much more tender than raspberries,
Winter protection consists in laying down the
canes and covering themn with a thin muicli of
straw and earth. ____

General Fruit Notes
W. B. Rittenhouse, Beamsville, O)nt.

Last season many peach orchards, from over-
bearing andi not thinning, andi owing to the dry
season, produceti an abuntiance of smail, ini-
ferior fruit that netted the growers littie or no
returns. Orchards, properly pruxiet, sprayed,
fertllized, cultivateti, and where thinmng the
fruit was practised, well rewarded the owner for
the care andi expense spent upon them. Prices
for peaches ruleti about 20c. a bskt, more than
last year. High-grade penches, properly and
honestly patked, always can be solti. Trash la
not wanted ini any market.

When on a trip to the west, mny attention fre-
quentlywas, drawn te, the fct~ that Ont. is in-
juring, lier reputation and soo>n will lose lier hoîti
upon the fruit market unless she adopts other
tactics. W\e inust grow only those varieties
that are atiapteti to long distance shipping. The
Ontario grower mnust be honest anti correct in
the way lie puts the fruit ini the package.

APPLES

For some years, the apples in my orchard
were of inferior quality, being infested with
worms anti scab. The bulk of the crop was
No. 2. The orchard hati been fairly well careti
for. An attempt was matie at spraying, but a
poor one. Only onie application a year was
matie and with a pumnp that was not of mucli
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