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wiere the champions of civic improvemnent,
wvîll have liere a fie scope for their in-
genuity.

Lawn Grass.-At the \Valkzertoti Uorti-
cultural meeting m uch emiphasis wvas given
by the wvriter to the importance of a beauti-
fui stretch of lawn about the home. It
shiould bc open in the front of the bouse.
and not cut Up by grave! roads, nor stioiled
by flower beds or shrubs whichi are in place

logthe borders ; the Iaivn shouild afford
a place wvhere the young people inay enjoy
a grame of tennis or croquet, and where the
children may join in a ronip or garne of ball.
When speaking on tie saie subject to the
Brampton people, Nlr. A. Gilchrist, of WXest
Toronto Junction, who %va!ý also one of the
speakers, suggested a good mixture for
sowving such a lawn ;bIis form-ula -%vhicli lie
had tried and found miost satisfactory even on
unfavorable soit, is miade as follows :Ken-
tucky b! ue grass, io lbs. ; Red. Top, i lb.
Vernal, 14" lb. ; Whîite Clover, 14 IL. He
advised trying banc dust as a fertilizer,
sawing about twenty pounds af it to evcry
i ooo s juare feet of surface.

Fertility of Orchard Soil is on.! of the uni-
portant problemis iii Ontario, where the
humus aîîd the elenients of plant food have
been ta such a large extent extracted by
grain crops. Fartunately perlîaps for the
soui in aur province, whieat raising is no,
langer profitable, and our farmers are being
compelled ta give attention ta hoed crops,
or ta stock raising, bath of w'hich tend ta re-
store its fertility.

Mr. Duncan Anderson, in his addresses
at l3artanville and Granthamn eîîîpliasized the
great superiarity af barni manures over coin-
merc.al fertilizers, nat because they contain-
ed aniy more potashi, phospharic'-acid and
nitragen for the sanie moncy invested, but
because of Uie humus they furilis!hed, ivith-

out wvhicli it wovaul appear tlîat these elerr ents
cannot well bc taken up by' the plant.

Prof. Ladd af Nortli Dakota station, lias
been nîaking special investigations along
this line and finds that as humuits decreases iii

souls they beconie less productive, less re-
tentiv'e ai moisture, and inferior in physical

quality, w~hile an the other band it was found
that an increase in the percentage af humus
wvas accompanied by an increase in . the
percetîtage of pliaspliaric acid and also
îvith -. greater productîvity of the soit.
As thc humuts increases it secis ta cause
portions af tue pbosphoric acid, tilI then ex-
istin<r in a insoluble farm, ta becamie trans-
farmed into a soluble farni, and thus, pre-
sumably, 'a becomie mare readv' available as
plant food. The saie is truc as regards the

-3tasli, lime and otiier soi] constituents. A4
decidedi increase of humus and nitrogen may
be secured iii orcliard ]anîd by growing such

leg-uinmous crops as peas or c1ov'er, which
are nitrogen accumulators.

The wvriter had sigrnal success iii a niixced
orchard of pear, plui and apple trees. wvbich
were zîot grawing wvell and producing very
little fruit and that of inferiar size. Crinison
claver wvas sowvn iii Auguct, and tic follow-

ing spring a biltdesn of ashes, about
flfty bushels, andi about fifty lbs. of banc
dust, ta tlîe acre were sawn, and the wvhole
plouglîcti under. The groundi was thien cult-
ivated until about August ist, wli1en the sanie
treatinent was pursued again. As a res'jlt
tic trees becanie quite thrifty, ar.d bore gen-
eraus crops of very highly colored fruit.
seem-ing ta ptove that this treatnient was
ainîost ideal. The soi! wvas a lay boarn.

Gold and Wickson Plums. BaJ'th these mucli
lauded varieties are condenîned bv Prof.
\Vaug i Burlingtan, Vt., in lus la st report,
for the conmmercial orcliard. Thîe farier lie
savs is uncertain in bearing, anîd gives only
lighit crops af sniall and second rate fruit. It

1,30


