
Ediforial Notes.

string to subtract an lota from tho latter, we
cannot help rcmarking on the universality
with which mechanical methoda are pursurd
in teaching writing ln the schools of the
prscent day, without regard to the physical
and mental characteristics of the youth who
are set to "do" the regulation copper-plate
of the period, and whose handwriting in-
stead of becoming idiosyncrati and diselos-
Ing a trace of character or of lterary tuate
and culture, la fashioncd in the uniform,
mechanical mills of a prosaic and commer-
cial age. In these days of machine routine,
and of boards and inspectors, will no onc
say a& good word for individuallzation and
Ircedom? And with It al we have no peac ;
we must have trade rivalries, applications
for the injunction of the Courts, and a
battle-royal of copy-books and of thoir manu-
facturers I Even poor Mr. Beatty himself is
to bc put under the ordination of law ; ha is
to bc "mashed" in the legal machine; ta
be restrained by the Courts; to be deprived
of bis lndividuality and even of his name;
and then to be asked ta "pay the piper"
while the others dance. Why, uw would
rather make sates than copy-books and be
Imposed upon ln this fashion. If you write
Beatly on a sate, you eau rub It out, if any-
body threatens to take your life 'r your
purse for it. If you put It on a copy.book,
the liberty of the subject is gone I When,
we wonder, will monopolist publishers do
the just rather thani the gainful thing?
"1Live and let live" used to be the old-time
rule ; but now-a-days business is in the bands
of graspers and grinders. At this rate, the
life of a copy-book maker, however success-
fully he may grind out moral maxits and
engrave them, is not worth living.

Since the above was written, we noice
that Mr. Beatty and the Canada Publishing
Co. have been restrained by the Courts from
issuing a new series of copy-books on which
Mr. Beatty's name 4ppears, lest that issue
shal confuse the public in its cager search
for the productions of what sone speak of as
the "original and only Mr. Beatty." While
respecting this judgment of the Courts, we
cannot refrain fron saying. that, in our opin-

ion, the D3cuch has scarcely grahpcd the
situation, If it concedes to Mr. Beatty the
undoubtecd right to make a "lnew and im.
proved serica of copy-books," ln the profits
of which he shall participate, and yct re.
atrains hlm from doing so lest bis hew enter-
prise may interfere with a prcvious seies tu
which ho bas now no Intercat, and from the
sales of which ho receives no consideration
for the use of his name. The question of
similarity of design in the cover may at once
be disposed of by stating that both series
have a common origin in the Anierican copy.
books of Paysop and Danton, and the othcr
Issues of the United Statta niarket. There
can therefore be no claim to originaility, or
to copyright, in the cover; while the trade-
mark of "Beatty," In the absence of any
agrcement to abstain §rom using it, must
surely rest in the owner of that patronymic.
The idea of the trade mistaking the two
series Is not ta be seriously thought of, nor
are the plaIntiffs ln the tase likely to suffer
froa teachers making mny similar mistake.
Both the trade and the profession are sure to
be better informed by vigilant publishers.
On a rehearing of the case we (eel sure that
the present deelsion of the Courts will -b te-
versed. Were it to stand, it would not only
be a grave personal injustice, but it would
give a very questionable countenance and a
still more questionable fillip to monopoly.

AUTHORSHIP MADE EASY.

WnN, we wonder, will our Wellington
Street friends learn even the commercial
worth of artlemness? Its spiritual worth,
we fear, will be forever beyon'd their ken.
Taking the suggestion from the excellent
papers on "Common Errors of Speech and
their Correction," contributed by Mr.Strang,
of Goderich, to the March and April num-
bers of the MONTHLY, Messrs. Gage, we tre
told, are manufacturing a book on "False
Syntax," by the easy method of writing to
Head Masters throughout the Province for
examples drawn from local sources, and, as
we learn, -fron native educational periodi.
cals 'other than, we need hardly say, that
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