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pleasures, the broadest sympathies
and the highest life ideal.” But a
question here meets us, namely, how

is it to be secured? This naturally.

leads us to think specially of schools
and colleges though there are other
agencies which play a very important
part in human education.

Schools, I think, should not be un-
scientific, happy-go-lucky places where
a young woman of,say,twenty years of
age manages to keep, say, thirty chil-
dren happy,or miserable, or quiet for,
say, three hours in the forencon and
for an equallength oftime atter dinner;
though I am free to confess that I
am thoroughly convinced there is a
greater educational influence inkeep-
ing children happy, micerable, or
quiet, than in chaotic confusion and
disorder. Each school should be a
psychological  observatory, where
teachers with rare insight pm_ctise the
art of discovering the latent capacities
of each pupil, and then of applying
with rare skill such sympathetic im-
pulse as each pupil needs in order that
those latent capacities may be com-
pletely developed. I know the work
I would assign the teacher is exceed-
ingly difficult. I know that the
importance of the teacher’s work has
not yet dawned upon society as a
whole. I know that the teachers of
our children, like most intellectual
servants of mankind, are neither
honored nor paid as the importance
of their work would justly demand.
I am not certain that the importance
of the work of training the rising gen-
eration in the most plastic and forma-
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and so devote their life’s best energies
toit. I do not think it should be
made a mere convenience as a step-
ping stone to something regarded as
higher because humanity is willing to
pay more in hard cash for it. But I
fancy the public can settle that ques-
tion, or that the question will settle
itself, when _the people attach to
teaching in our public schools a sal-
ary on which a man can coifortably
live, We need not be afraid to risk
ourcash. forin theintellectual develop-
ment of our sons and daughters com-
pound interest on compound interest
will be the rate and usage of this ex-
chequer. Our public schools, then,
are of the utmost importance. In-
ferior work done here has its blighting
influence tor life. Good work done
here inspires to higher work; and
prepares the pupil for the more ad-
vanced studies of our higher institu-
tions of learning. At the work of
those higher institutions of learning in
the development of the human mind
I would glance a moment.

Toward thjs higher development of
humanity College training should be,
and, when things are as they ought to
be,will be,very helpful. Contact with
living, thinking men, who are them-
selves in most perfect sympathy with
the main stream of ‘he world’s intel-
lectual life ; contact with men who
have reached intellectual waters to
swim in and who are not afraid to try
the ocean under the guiding eye of
their God ; contact with living, think-
ing men who, I will not say, know
everything, but who do understand the

tive period of their history has been | subjects they teach, and who can

duly considered by teachers them-
selves.

Our public schools have very | helpful to the student.

impart their knowledge must be very
Teachers in

much to do with the progress of ; our higher institutions of leammg

our nation. Our public school teach-
ers should, like poets, be born not
made, or rather should be born and
made. T may be mistaken but I think
that those who teach in our schools
should make teaching their life work,
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should be men of breadth of view,
depth and thoroughness of culture,
together with the sublimest dignity of
nature. Contact with such men is
like the breath of the morning—both

. pleasant, invigorating, and inspiring.



