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stand to Great Britain, it would seem that the
modern system of imnproved British husbandry
may bc very sately accepted by Canadians as
a standard by wich to measure our agricul-
tural prosperity, and to which we inay look
up as worthy of our imitation. This much by
way o! explanationi for the frequent refurence
to British husbandry rather than Canadian,
which mîay occur in muy remarks.

Up to the beginning of last c'ntury the
agriculture of Britain remainied in a most de-
plorable condition. Very little wheat was
grown in Scotland at all before the beginning
of this century, while it is recorded that in the
year 1723 the average return of ail grains in
the E1st.ict of East Lothian, now one of the
best cultivated and productive portions of the
Kingdom, did not exceed three bushels for
one sown1

The first systematic attempt at improvement
in Scotland appears to have been inade by an
asoiation of land-holders. who, in 1723, formed
themselves into a society under the title of
" The Society of Improvers in the knowledge
of Agriculture in Scotland." It was under the
patronage of the Barl of Stair, who is said to
have been the first to introduce the culture of
turnips into Seotland. This Society was, how-
ever short-lived; it fi led to attract the atten-
tion of the tenanît-farmers, for whose benefit it.
had becn establisned, and wlo were doomed to
another half-century's servitude to ante-diluvian
prejudices. Upheld for twenty years, with con-
siderable spirit by the nobility and landed gen-
try, it was ut the end of that time abandoned as
a fruitless attenpt.

The husbandry of England had never degen-
erated to so low a point as that of Scotland.
This was attributable (at least so say Scotch-
men) not to the superior ietelligence or enter-
prise of the Englislh farmer, but to the acknow-
ledged superiority of the soil and climate of
England as an agricultural country. Be that
as it may, ve know that the distinguished Agri-
culterist, Robert Bakewell, who was born in
Leicestershire in 725, and who died there in
1795, did m.uch for the agriculture of Engiand
by his .persevering effurts to improve the vari-
ous breeds of live stock. To him we are in-
debted.for bringing to perfection the well-known
Leicester sheep, in which lie was so successful
that some of his rans were let for the season
for the extraordinary sum of four hundred
gumeas.

The Highland and Agricultural Society of
Seotland was insti!uted in 1784, and immedi-
ately began a career of usefulness. It proved,
indeed,. to be literally a model institution, for
very .8oon atter its establishment, .numerous
county..beieties sprang up all over the country.
To -this-and kindred societies is due the credit-
of.having led.the-way .to the .pre.aent iiprowed.
aytem of-axriculture'; -I'therefore .notice:.,gri-
Cura2 societies as»the-fiat.f thsedAgene.sAo
ulchfrence .has:benad.

The Highland Society has, by giving its at,
tention to a course of improvenent, maintained
that place in the public estim.-tron which, from
the first, it had secured. Its growth. lns been,
if not rapid, ut least steady an.d uninterrupted.
At the present timte we fin.d the names of nearly
four thousand members on its roll, and its ex-
chequer sustained by ail annuai income of £4000
sterling from its subscribers, in, additiou to Ab.
interest of its capital, which representa a sum of
£17,000 sterling.

For sonewhat more than half a century after
the establislhment of tiis Si:ottish Society, the
great body of the farmers of Englanîd remaned
fast asleep, but when John Bull did awake, il
was as the awaking of a giant from hisslumbers
" The Royal Agricultural Society of Enigland,"
sprang into existence in 183S, wiis incorporated
by Royal charter, and took its place ut once as
tlhe champion and exponent of improvement in
England. Its membersbip includes the mos
influential men in the Kingdom. Ils annual re
venues have already reached £10,000 sterling.
The mnost noticeable feature in its characteris,
that, within its pale, peer and peasan.t, landlord
and tenant, meet together on terms of perfect
equality, whilst its operations are conducted oi
a scale of magnificence, befitting its high posi
tion and its ample funds. That great. and good
man, whose untimely death has cast a gloom..d
sorrow over the whole British Empire, the late
Prince Consort, was Presidenît of this Society
at the time of bis death. He bad long been a
useful member of it,-a frequent and successful
competitor at its annual exhibitions,

The aimr and guiding principles of these two
great kindred societies are identical. Though
each bas regulations peculiar to itself, the re-
venues of both are chielly expended in premi
ums. These are divided into two classes: Firs
for excellence and improvement in the various
breeds of live stock, agricultural productions
and implements, and secondly, for written ro
ports upon subjects connected with the practice
of agriculture.

That a higher motive than the annual distri-
bution of a certain amount of money actuatep
the Dîrectors of the Highland Society, may:bs
inferred from the rules published for the gui&.
ance of competitors. Thus we flnd that "-no
money premiums will be -paid unless at lead
three lots are exhibited in that elass, and no't
mure than one-balf of the advertised prem-
ium, unless-there are six lots at least, in.compê
tition." "An animal which lias gainedatfut
prize at any.previous show is inadmissable.id
the same class except for a medal," and "an4
animal that bas gained a second money pr
cai only ompoete thereafter in that class,.fr:
the first prize." Such regulations are evidënuiy
calculated.to call-forth competition, to do:aa

,w.ithtmonopolies,.to provoke impro.vemenià u
are theréfore *worthy ofour:imitation.

>Wth respect.to theprizes.for repoits .reford-
to ,fQr .bo prea.ent gy.ar the Highlaid;8aci'
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