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arrival, and excited so much general sympathy.
Fifteen of his comrades perished in the flames.

The narrativewhich I introduce here anticipating
by a few months the proper-order of narration, was
related to me by the man himself with that native

eloquence which, often surprises, and always inte-
rests us in the uneducated. The class to, which, he

belongs is one peculiar to America. Rough in
manners, and often only half-civilized, the lum-

berer, as an individual, resembles little the woods-
man of other lands. He is generally a Canadian

Frenchman, or a breed between the Irish and the
native of the Lower Province. However, some
Yankees may be found among these denizens of
the woods and wilds of Canada. The fearful con-
flagration to which our poor lumberer nearly fell
a victim, has been thus ably described in M'Gre
gor's British America."' In October, 1825, about

a hundred and forty miles in extent, and a vast
breadth of the country on the north, and from
sixty to seventy miles on the south side of Mira-
machi rl*vér, became a scene of perhaps the most
dreadful conflagration that has occurred in the
history of the world.

In Europe we can scarcel form. a conception
of the fury and rapidity with which fires rage
through the forests of America during a dry hot


