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journals; and is not every one aware that when a country— - -

is governed on the principle of parties, the party which is
called the opposition must be in the wrong? So it was
decreed about this time that the fighting force of the
British nation should be reduced. It was useless to speak
of the chances of war, said the British tax-payer, speak-
ing through the mouths of innumerable members of the
British Legislature. Had not the late Prince Consort
and the late Mr. Cobden come to the same conclusion
from the widely different points of great exhibitions and
free trade, that war could never be? And if, in the face of
great exhibitions and universal free trade—even if war did
become possible, had we not ambassadors, and ~legations,‘
and consulates all over the world; had we not military
attachés at every great court of Europe; and would we
not know all about it long before it commenced ? No, no,
_ said the tax-payer, speaking through the same medium as
before, reduce the army, put the ships of war out of com-
mission, take’ your largest and most powerful transport
steamships, fill them full with your best and most ex-
perienced skilled mﬂltary and naval artisans and labourers,
send them across the Atlantic to forge guns, anchors, and
material of war in the navy-yards of Norfolk and the
arsenals of Springfield and Rock Island; and let us hear
no more of war or its alarms. It is true, there were some -
persons who thought otherwise upon this subject, but
many of them were men whose views had become warped
and deranged in such out-of-the-way places as Southern
Russia, Eastern China, Central Hindoostan, Southern
Africa, and Northern America—military men, who, in fact,
could not be expected .to understand questions of grave
political economy, astute matters of place-and pérty, upon
which the very existence of the parliamentary system
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