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Peddocks Ifland, in memory of Leonard Peddock that landed
there, (where many wilde Anckies* haunted that time, which hee
thought had bin tame) diftributing them unto 5. Sachems,
which were Lords of the feverall territories adjoyninge: they
did keepe them fo longe as theylived, onely to fport themfelves
at them, and made thefe five Frenchmen fetch them wood and
water, which is the generall worke that they require of a fer-
vant. One of thefe five men, out livinge the reft, had learned
fo much of their language as to rebuke them for their bloudy
deede, faying that God would be angry with them for it, and
that hee would in his difpleafure deftroy them; but the Sal-
vages (it feemes boafting of their ftrength,) replyed and fayd,
that they were, fo many that God could not kill them.

But contrary wife, in fhort time after the hand of God fell
heavily upon them, with fuch a mortall ftroake that they died
on heapes as they lay in their houfes; and the living, that were
able to fhift for themselves, would runne away and let them dy,
and let there Carkafes ly above the ground without buriall.
For in a place where many inhabited, there hath been but one
left a live to tell what became of the reft; the livinge being (as
it feemes) not able to bury the dead, they were left for Crowes,
Kites and vermin to pray upon. And the bones and fkulls
upon the feverall places of their habitations made fuch a fpect-
acle after my comming into thofe partes, that, as I travailed in
that Forreft nere the Maffachuffets, it feemed to mee a new
found Golgatha. )

But otherwife, it is the cuftome of thofe Indian people to
bury their dead ceremonioufly and carefully, and thea to
abandon that place, becaufe they have no defire the place
thould put them in minde of mortality : and this mortality was
not ended when the Brownifts of new Plimmouth were fetled at
Patuxet in New Fngland: and by all likelyhood the ficknefle
that thefe Indians died of was the Plague, as by conference
with them fince my arrivall and habitation in thofe partes, I
have learned. And by this meanes there is as yet but a fmall
number of Salvages in New England, to that which hath beene
in former time, and the place is made fo much the more fitt for
the Englith Nation to inhabit in, and erect in it Temples to the
glory of God.

*This, as Mr Adams s is undoubtedly a misprint for Auckies, which was a
sailor's corruption for Auk,— the Great Auk being pm{:ably the bird referred to | This bird,
now sup to be extinct, was formerly common on the New England coast. Audub

writing in 1838, says, ‘' An old gunner residing on Chelsea Beach, near Boston, told me that

he we 1 remembered the time when the Penguins were plentiful about Nahant and some
islands 1n the bay "’
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