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Rogers, Professor of Politisai Economy, 
University of Oxford.

Organised labor is wielding an influ­
ente upon every public question never 
attained before. Tfco world'* thinkers 
are now beginning to appreciate the fact 
that the demands of labor mean more 
than appears on the surface. They see 
that the demand for work is not alone 
one for the preservation of life in the 
individual, bet is a human,' Innate right; 
that the movement to reduce the hours 
or labor is not sought to titirk the duty 
to toil, but the humane means by which 
the worklem workers may And the road 
to" employment ; and that the millions of 
hours of increased leisure to the over­
tasked workers signify millions of golden 
opportunities for tightening the bur­
dens of the masses, to make the homes 
more cheerful, the hearts of the people 
lighter, their hopes end aspirations 
nobler and breeder.

"Capital in the fruit of labor, and 
could not exist if labor 'had not Amt 
existed. Labor', therefore, deserves mush 
me higher consideration. ’ '—Abraham 
Lincoln. *A -,

Let us concentrate our efforts to or­
ganise all the forcée of wage labor end, 
within the ranks, contest fairly and open 
ly for the different views which may be 
entertained upon the different steps to 
be-ts^en to move the grand army of la­
bor onward and forward. Is bo organi­
sation on earth ia there such toleration, 
so greet » scope, and so free a forum 
as inside the ranks of the American Fed­
eration of Labor, and nowhere is there 
such a fair opportunity afforded for the 
advocacy of e new or brighter thought.

“I rejoice at every' effort working 
men" make to organise. ... I hail 
the labor movement. It is my only hope 
for democracy. . . . Organise, mad 
stand together. Let the nation hear a 
united demand from the laboring voice. ’ ’ 
—Wendell Phillips.

The trade unions are the reflects in 
organised, crystallised form of the best , 
thought, activity and hopes of the wage 
workers. They represent the aggregate " 
expression of discontent of labor with 
existing economic, social and political 
misrule. The trade unions are exactly 
want the wage workers age, and can be ; 
made exactly what they may please to : 

m. Active or sluggish; keen 
narrow or broad-ganged, just 
unborn are inteleetual or other- 1 
I, represent an they may either • 
ittersmtivee, the trades Union is 1 

the beet form of organisation for the 1 
toilers to protect their present inter 1
«te, as well as to work out their sal­
vation from all wrong.

la polities we shall be as we always 1

tial judiciary that will not govern educators from out their own ranks, sad
have drawn student* end teachers fromvy arortrary injunctions of tae courts,
the wealthy and proie»«osai, ^ndnor act as the pliant tools of corporate
yet; while doing this, they haw. bettered> Hi* the coédition of thousands of freeilis^efforts are

all forms of industrial slavery higher wages, shorter holes
and greater independence, individually■too direct
and collectively. The result to

of political servitude and party slavery, 
to the end that the working people may 
act as a unit at the polls of every /4<x- 
tion.” — Political Action—Declaration 
Convention, A. F. of L.

“We reaffirm a# one of the cardinal 
principles of the trade union movement 
that tae working people must unite and 
organise, irrespective of creed, color, sex, 
■■titianler or politiee.—Thorough Unity 
Declaration Convention A. P. of L.
“B in eminently dsngeruun and de­

structive to the beet interests of the in­
dividual wage-worker to proceed as if 
there were no other wage-workers ;; and 
infinitely to hie advantage to seek for 
and adopt measures by which he may 
move so as not to jar and perhaps over­
turn himself ne well as others. . . We 
declare that sot only are organisations 
of workmen right and proper, but that 
they have the elements, If wisely admin­
istered, of positive advantage and bene­
fit to the employer. ’ ’—National A soo­

th mg to be proud of. The carpenter.
the printer, e.garmaker, clerk.
er, tailor, working long hours on short
rations, have stepped bold I
and worked revolution

It to a fact, beyond cavil.
to doing hi*

to identify- hi* own in-duty if he
tercets with these of hie fallow-work-

is to join a trade
a positionunion, and thus

organisedshirk to
For the better.influence it

Howard Crosby (President Social Re­
form Chib. New

any other institution ever has been, the
have thriven and grown in the

face of opposition. This healthy vi­
tality ha* been due to thh fact that

product of socialthey were a

struggle
trial government, aad inevitable

To speak of a union as the union, ft .that
ling something apart 
*, m a mtoButaer. “<

strength inspire-! by the
Our union of numbers under the new

more to the petit. It to as we make it, They haveof imlnstry.
than its unite. all candid mind*aad it cannot rise hi admitted by
it fairly well.But yet we have Not toinstrumenta of

like nay other hi itagen theyof the materialageney,
they have da-gained for

parison it will show advantageously with 
any institution of the kind, either ben­
evolent, religious or social. Its road has 
been a rocky one, but it has grown all 
the stronger and healthier for the knocks 
it has received. In it* early days, de­
rided by pro» and pulpit, persecuted by 
monopoly, toughed at by politicians and 
buffeted now by panicky gales or bay­
oneted again by militia, our union has 
marched serenely on, bringing down its 
tormentors, making supplicants of He 
enemies. In the pant decade, thank» to 
the veterans who have gone on before, 
unwritten and unsung, our union has 
sees a mighty change. The columns 
of the pro* thrown open, searching, 
competing for ite doings; academician», 

pointing its canne, the 
at the door for admis- 
magasine*, dramatists, 
if its role, courting its 

____  „ _ m to-day to a determin­
ing factor in nil ite social function», s 
main artery of the pulse of trade, of 
commerce, of society. It raises wages, 
prevents redaction* sad checks strum* 
and Wksuts from the mere fact that 
it is It promotes fraternity, aoeinMI 
ity, it fosters temperance sad liberality, 
.voove all, tt is an educational force. Our 
union is out on sectionalism; it is the

•eloped powerful cvmj
and taught them the

the interest of their brethren.
and, still more, of their

spirit ofhave infused »

brought wine of the best
front, and given them the ascend 
due to their personal qualities 
desirable in the interests of society. 
John K. Ingram, LL.IXJohn K. 1realized. If the workingmen fail to look 

after their own interests there are very 
few who will voluntarily offer their as­
sistance to make their lot eisier. His 
tory teaches that they who would be free 
must first stoke the blow, and if there 
is ever UftVf s ' Labor Temple entirely 
free from debt, it must be by the dollars 
of those who realise the significance of 
their own solidarity.

An extravagant contribution of good 
* idles sad profuse promises were never 
known to pat bricks oa mortar, aad the 
union man who btands aside to allow 
others to take stock in the Labor Temple 
is like a puffing engine with a closed 
throttle—an obstacle in the way of thorn 
who would advance. There have been 
four kinds of shareholders in the Labor 
Temple—those who subscribe and pay 
without delay; thorn who aubeeribe and 
bare to be dunned before they pay; 
those who subscribe end only half pay, 
and thorn who subscribe but sever pay. 
Of these four, the first named are tike 
A1 shareholders. They save postage 
■tamps and worry, sad generally do the 
least kicking, and when help is needed 
they are always oa hand. Whst we west 
is more of these kind of rikarcholders. 
W# have a large number of them now, 
bat there to room for more. Fulfilled 
promises are our beet stock-ia-trade, and 
one ef the very beet assets. Promis» 
unfulfilled are heavy liabilities, and tend 
to insolvency. The promis» fulfilled ont 
number the premises unfulfilled, and the 
door has been cloned to bankruptcy.

It would make an interfering story 
if we eoeld tell everything about the 
oneeem of the Labor Temple ia this ! 
week’s "Tribune,” but that would.rob 
the annual meeting ef tiarcholdero of 
ite special interest Those who west 
to know all about it should some to the 
annual rasstiag ia the Labor Temple 
A Saturday night, February 10th, when 
the first compléta annual report will he

A princi
live* must be established, aad that is 
a living wage, below which the wage 
worker* should not permit themeelvw 
to be driven. The living wage muet be 
the first consideration either ia the este 
or mle of an article, the product of 
1*1 <>r.

There are many “imm” advanced 
for the solution of the labor problem, 
the appellation* of which, if not .the 
substance, are familiar to all locali­
ties, excepting perhaps, along the out­
skirts of civilization, and within the 
counting rooms of some large and very 
influential newspaper*. While the advo­
cate* of each are inspired by the earn* 
noble purpose—the abolition of pdv- 
ccty. its criminal sequences, end the wh 
stitetioa ef liberty, happiness, prosper 
itv and health—yet there to ns practical 
unanimity, no • ‘ get-tegethertom * ’ dto-

Chureh

or dull
as the VDRIIUBlt/, «SU

ceruibto from out the seouomir chaos 
In fact, if the truth meet be adaritto* 
paradoxical » tt may appear, eaeb 
school looks upon the other aa aa enemy. 
While the end sought is the sen», the 
means used sad the basic principle* arc 
widely divergent.
> One advocates the Karl Marxian idee 
—direct toe, control, ne etobeemto exten­
sion of state functions; anotherJhs Jef

government ; while 
era of Pros.Ikon ■ 
believes purely and 
eroigaty of the in 
bv statutes or indû 
each has ite sabordi

[t scoffs at the•reed, rank nor title.
cheap snobbery of peehh, aad rejects 
its charity; far the self-styled “sets”

e healthyupper
tempt, and upon the tinsel and
their striped defender» it bestow* ite

Our uuiou to ef the people
glory ia its achievement,have been, independent. Independent of 

all parties, regardless under which name 
they may be known. The only interest 
we shall have in either is their real, not 
merely their avowed, attitude toward la­
bor. We shall endeavor to aid to ex- 
I swing the folly of I 
304 (toys in the year 
member the union m 
tion day. But we 
oppose the attempt

co-ordination.project of every body eftion, are the
whose atom are worthy sad

confidence to the bite new ability and ini
tiative of labor leaders.

When the scheme to purchase, a Labor 
Temple va to ite initial stage» there 
were those who were fainthearted enough 
to suggest that the whole project be 
given up, and the subscribed money re­
funded to these who had given their fin-

be the Joetah Warren,able; and
Who, individually, are unable to

enfetteredtheir feUowmea tofailing to ro­
ts duty within lawful and peaceful limita,

of ed-to be amay rightlyimpress the a spirit of fhiruemnesting societythought upon the workingmen 
long aa they “vote right” on and practical brotherhood.

no farly be remiss toyear they That lak* the in­ to ite to-dutieaiberehlp end all their of his eb evidentlydividual, oftentimessocial support. Wiror counsels prevail­
ed, however, aad to-day the most chronic 
passim ite is willing to concede that no

fancy, aad theday to the year.every MgxMens to his fellimass, ignorant of win be decided by the relative
of the evil* whichof the State of New York have he labors and works within him a re­

volution; fane to life the goodence of the awoctotioe* devoted to their it are, that moralto hto know it all!interests.organised labor. In this age of ee- 
erotive effort the seeeroe of the Labor 
an pie suggests a wider field for eo 
erntion, and once the benefits of such 
undertaking can be clearly proved, it 

11 not be difficult to induce the work- 
pwea to venture further tote the field 
production sad. distribution for their 

n benefit. When striking union men 
Oise that their treasuries will not be 
pkted because of high rente to time 
trouble they win see the direct ad 

stage of having a home of their own,

that- makes ef himwhich all live ia aamincedworking time - 1 t h inquiry,rolls have been
srotels

a grandera loftier while this lack of harmonyceived pecuniary relief
aad life we await theHoas have been improved, aad labor it light, aad awakens him any one prarti.-albeen elevated to a to the fact that ee matter what his which thetuai self-protect ionDowling,social naitefof Labor Stain Report from aa «qiportunity to to thetint ira. livelihood, aad no other»To-day, to the midst of aa notwithstanding 

generated spirit
all. It was notIt is not aforcedthe Board of Directors wealth, gifts of birth—eof labor tothe organised fi

fate, itefor ieoe Nothing will world, thethe industrial
of the ral­liât rumbling*age the directors ef ailfor work; eight•TWff «ay- civilisation. tire tradehours for rote; eight hours for what we to-day bysympathy

while yoaTo-day we repeat what we have clliai, and the poetibtiity of who are entitled to lead old, whothat theDuring both voice aad veto to theall the certain. to right fit hiecondition by which the social orderyear there have beea several the meeting.- Eight o’clock to the hour of right that has do­it to this of itea systematic rogw-
fied thefixed forthe different usions, and if the tote latino of the work-

sad itto the labor Temple have to going to be cleared the rulings of
midnight will have to be to-day- Itbitetfatiag he adopted by aller, of Chicago, I made as
work done. The directors will try to doat a rental barely fight against organised

m toe» win it on hieThto to jute their pert, aad the by mortal
to its goal.doubt do the of that holyto learn that there is sosad their hopes were fully JAMBS FIMP80N hto hatso intelligent, no faithful

oa hto
the very faceare well-balanced, level-headed

to hieY’titer
organised labor, aad sever have theTRADES trouble. that the bae has play is action.so right to

be does hy. oa hieLabor is
are bulwarks n#right to itself by trade

■W. K. ee hi*any other bm of capital mi| 
>r itself. "—Cardinal Manning

carry oa
the words of Longfellow If the

That the than caBite ax is weof the earth Ia the world to ef aH.he insti­
ls the birxxm* of Life, of the ballot

Waiting win not to theBe not like entile!time will not Be a hero to
to the

to the
and to
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