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covety a secret, and share in the profits ; but 
their operations were observed by a Mormon 
làborer, who speedily became as wise as them­
selves. He told others in the neighborhood, 
and everybody left his regular employment 
arid began to search for the precious metal. 
The news was sent abroad. The valley soon 
swarmed with diggers, and within a few days 
after the Mormon gave wings to the discovery 
twelve hundred men were at work in the 
neighborhood. Over all California the excite­
ment was prodigious. Spaniards, Americans 
aqd foreigners were alike affected. The hus­
band left his wife, the father his family ; men 
deserted their masters, and these followed 
thèir servants—all turned toward Coloma.
' Other streams and valleys were fonnd to 
contain gold-bearing sands, 
yielded a fortune in a day. Other claims, not 
so rich,'yielded, a competency in a month or a 
year. Some did not yield anything. Mean­
while the circle of excitement was widening. 
The Mexicans heard the tidings first, and 
came pouring into the diggings. The sturdy 
settlers from Oregon came next. These were 
followed by an immigration from the Sand­
wich Islands and Chili.
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sent forward thousands from her teeming mul­
titude, and Australia (before long herself to be 
in the throes of a gold excitement), added her 
quota to the inflowing tide.
_ Ih the fall of 1848 the news reached the 
Eastern States of Canada. It was received 
with incredulity at first, but later reports con­
tinued the first intelligence, and both coun­
tries became infected with the fever. The 
writer was a very small boy in 1849, but he 
well remembers the excitement with which the 
news was received. Thousands abandoned 

to their homes and^their callings and hastened 
toward the new Eldorado. In some localities 
whole neighborhoods were deserted by their 
male population. In many cases businesses 
and real property and household goods were 
disposed of at a sacrifice, and wives and dpld- 

,. ren accompanied their husbands and parents 
to California. Every craft in the shape of 
vessel was chartered to carry passengers and 
goods around the Horn or to the Isthmus by 
I anama. Worn-out steamers and worm-eaten 
sailers that were deemed so unseaworthy as 
to be no longer safe for inland navigation, were 
sent to sea with crowds of living and dead 
freight. Some of these “tubs” went down be­
fore the first gale and those on board Were 
heard of no more. Others ran short of water 
and food and put in at South American ports, 
.where they were condemned. Still others 
managed to weather the storm, and after long 

I J n - 'HFgrriirr~-- tysC' N*.: - ■ passes landed their passengers and cargoes
_________ ,L - . . . ■ vriTfr San Francisco, Death was not infrequent
OF cJlïTYnEïcf dÏTLJfifè'T • " on-board the “floating coffins,” as they were' ' ’ to* ma® tCr,me<? derision, and many the

EiWUsb freebeoters,. who»,, ravaged tribes were stupid,, slothful,'brutal, indolent; weTs^forTfulloThoje ÏÏ JoSageTn quest
Uh LviSLS,mf LLOWnS’ bU- CortAz: ^.SpaH- » fine they had a most wretched want bf of a fortune, succumbed to the pnVationl in-

navigator, took possession of the country everything W^n'ch constitutes the real man and cident to a long sea voyage such as bad food
°f NewWblon ^as cha%ed to renders him useful, to himself '.and society, impure water, wnd scuYvy °°d'

fe ,.. to. . I f.'\ Among such people1 did the cultivated men at a On some of these ships-cholera broke out« pf, e* €at;to, >l*fbbsb?d miss tins in the missions labor, often without seeing any and the few who Survived reached nnrt in a«
t--------h^lIîl^hu5C^’ ,sc.hoV and good results ; -but in ëome itistaricés with a emaciated condition which challenged the nitv

<’»'• K res,d.e«*s of adbheS; J^n-dne* brickf), and certain amount of success-that-reflected most- of all beholdérs. cnanenged the pity
Tnny^eimTny °J th! tr‘be/ to Christianity, favorably upon their exertions. The gold-seekers who came bv wav of

Bx ttittxt , . , .. Înd u7 T1 Jesuits retired from-the territory, „ As early as 1854 I-find the writers of the Panama suffered nearly as muchas those who
|ITHIN th past few. years ials and sometimes acted as dramatic critic atld *e Ootninican monks took charge,of the Anrials” speculating as to-the “manifest des- chose the ocean route. After reaching the
I there has arisen on the Pa- f°r h»s newspaper One day there appeared ®««on work. The missionaries, nearly two tiny of the,United States,.and.predicting the port of Colon on the Atlantic side of the
f cific Coast a popular de- m the Chronicle a bitter criticism, won a com- hundred years after Sir Francis Drake’s visit, annexation of the Sandwich Islands and Ja- Isthmus they were compelled to-either
. mand for stories of days that nXXTfTtfTh Wth° th^l ocCHlli^d the st^.e r v^red Fra^1®^° Bay and named it pan. The Sandwich Islands have been long across the'narrow neck to the Pacific ocean or

r are gone and of people who one of the tiieatres. .The mannersaint, The since annexed, but in the meantime the Jap- hire mules for the journey Hav“n7left New 
moved in those days and the Chronicle on selecting a anese have awakened from a sleep of centuries York with the assurance that they would ^ind
contributed by their enter- ,co^vhld^d jlim/ '.tbe cntlc <luak' ' î il V was^ituat- and he would be a man .with a vivid imagina- a steamer to take them to San Francisco upon
prise and example in form- «?£ r dn ^ f and X)f?10 resistance. ,. a f abf)^. twoj mtles tl0n wbo should today prophecy that the Jap- reaching Panama they found no means nrn-

111 > ing the nucleus of communi- nimni k ln tbe Francisco whlrh° 6 °f San ' anese would ever become American subjects or vided for their further transportation and they
ties and industries that have just begun to ex- ufj whfhn^thatjfhe-theatre man Srba B“ena c,t>zens- Civilization was forced on the Jap- remained huddled together in the unclean citv
pand, and the opening of boundless.resources the offètvÈw WI?-t.e^ ° vegetation that- I î growth of anèse by the government of the United States, until the Chagres fever broke out among them
that are. now rabidly approaching the age of th* off,enslve artlcle’ 11 added was Mr.'Nisbet, ' X^^tio'i that was. everywhere noticeable. They were forced to open their ports to com- and they died like flies caught on a sheet £
development. California*from the date^f its ^rv not. a- fighting man ,as ■ f >^ was destined merce. Today the Americans, are fortifying tanglefoot paper. Some wh! took passage by
discovery by the early voyageurs to the time ^ FF ?e'day, ^ ma”-' i7we Jfh °f ^e. west,;which. the Pacific Coast and building Dreadnoughts the Panama route were nearly a year in reLh
when iJ goMen placers were uncovered, and £ wh^ lere.ro^lhe W ^ has *}»“ ^ perish haste, .in anticipation of a war ing their destination, and were then in no œt
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i In the year 1854, it occurred to, three liter- and’ all his staff. Mr. Nisbet’s^^Body was pick- . Bpam.ards, Humboldt^:jn the same year con- something like ladies', hat-pins of thetirifietit hundre/an^ £"!?“*■ In thls massacre one 

ary gentlemen of. San Francisco that it would ed up some days later, and. in one of his.pock- flrmed the priest’s: fibres; day, the rank of the wearer being designated îxm =?d .^?ul1een men, women and child-
he an excellent thing to collate and publish in ets was found a memorandum book in which The natives were of the most degraded the number of daggers in huf head-dress of tfac bhnri^jl?^'. The °rder from the heads 
one volume a history of California from its he had written lus will .in lead pencil a| the type. They weré ‘ as JSers ^Thev These seven men werf the first Japanese mTnl oi ***** “°neIov«* one year
nrst settlement down to >he date of publica- vessel was. going down. The handwriting subsisted, mostly on Esh. because^t could he ister and his staff, on their wav to wishing- f PrivaHon ^ ^ ^ s.tnctl-v obeyed,
tion. It.was believed by the authors that,such showed, not the least tremor. He mentioned obtained with 'theJ.JasT.eXeS“G^e^I • tori to establish there an emSy g tend wS^Tb T ^ enj=m?,to con"
a work would.be. valuable in days to come, as the fact-that he was. faejng-death, and directed was in plenty, but' unless- it backed un tn thy! In 1847 California was ourchased from the wiT tu ““ .the Indlans and Mormons,a book of reference, and that future writers how his property should bê distributed. This doors asking to be'kilfed they dMno* trouble Mexican government by the UriitedVutes for last^mul^ o!°W?nS ,w"e. exhau,sted and the
would deal with stirring events as they pencil will, unwitnessed, was admitted" to pro” t(> bhase it,, Their hdis wefe £t misïrahll $*5.000A Before the gold exritemtnt the wretrTÏ • ****. ha? been devoured the
occurred, and so form a valuable endless bate at San Francisco, and the property was and-fdr a white person would be uninhahit=hit Fathers at the Missions were the owners nf hnH,V=h f lmP11^rants began to feed on the
chain for the information of yet unborn gen- disposed of as the will directed. 1 Of Dr Gih- at any.season, large herds of 5c“SS2Tni« companions two of whom (It­
erations. The book is long out of print, and is on I have no recollection, but he was tin- indescribably filthy. ' I'hey never took a bath sheep and hogs. When the rush oi Anglo’ A k f whltes kdIed acd atc-
very rare. A copy of the work-which is doubtedly a'man of note; or his name would unless when* catoe, probâKauseated bv Saxons came the herds were Sdlv deolet- IS S W3S chS^d witb
called “The Annals of San Francisco”—is in not havei appeared asone of “the contributors to the horrid fumes from the natives’ todies ed- bein& taken for consumption* and in* the gratifv^hif nTw ^ enable hlm to
the possessipn of Mr. Frank Sylvester, of this the work I have before me. turned- bver arid dumped its occupants into a course of two or three year* almost the last was markeH W H ProPensity- He
city, and hè has kindly placed it at my dis- ' - 'V a' flowing stream. I onde met TSte teamster hoof had been parted with, and tto Fathers a^d «d hSLÏ'BïPuct,?“' but “«tehow es-
posal for review, which I propose to do, inter- California was. discovered by the Spaniards ln the Okanagan who boasted that he had not turned their attention to tilling the vast pro- take of the horrid 3 WCre to Par* 
spersing many incidents which came under about the year 1542. Sir Francis Drake, in 1577, washed his face in ten years’ I asked him perties they had acquired by 'grants from*the Snow harl m?SS; . . 
my own notice. The bpok .contains nearly visited California and called it New Albion! when: he = last had h Mth, and he answered Mexicans. ' • ^ grants trom the Snowhad begun to fall early in the moun-
t-000 pages. It is profusely illustrated, and taking possession of it in the name of Queéji “^NotainceJ was a baby, and my mother did it The story of how gold was distov»r»l in eaten bv their i„f d ™ad and were
deals with the historical, political and social Elizabeth. The admiral' and some of his Ipr me.” It js safe'(tp*ay that the digger Tn- 1848 has often been told hut if will " tinns ^ ,c,°1?radjS' By great exer-
sides of life in the Golden State, from its first- people, traveling a short distance in the coun- diaris of CaHfornia arp*(perhaps I shotrid write tition here. An eriterprisirig Swiss named the settlements °and****condition reached
discovery to the year when it was published, try, saw so many rabbits that it appeared an were) the lowest grade of-Kumanitv in Amèï John A? Sutter duritolhe wfnS of t«„Ts out partle* were sent
The authors were Frank Soule, John H. Gih- entire warren; they also saw deer in such ica. Not satisfied with uncleanness in their started to erect a' sawmill in a vallev railed a portion^f her h«sh^LW,fe^W3SuOUnd/atmg
on, M.D., and James Nisbet. Mr. Soule and plenty as to run a thousand in a herd. The wild state they had a habit of painting th!h Coloma, some to miles ealt of a daKCr a fathcr>
Mr. Nisbet were editors of the San Francisco earth of the country seemed to promise rich faces and bodies with a red and black- sub- City; The contractor was a man named father and mother TCah' dren’ chlldren,that of
Chronicle, a^respectable-and widely-read news- veins of gold 'and silver, some of the ore being stance resembling paint, which increased'their W?Marshall. One day, while diggi^a tail the awful change tha^ a SwriledcTdf dlre^ti
paper of that day. It died several years before found on digging This was the first authen- repulsivenesS and imparted to them a “sticki- race for the water Marshall noticed^ few yel- fering had wrought in the mi^ds of
the newspaper now issued at San Francisco tfc information of the existence of mineral ness that' seemed to say to the clean whites low particles in the sand He gathered mL beings (I nnote her, t,™ «îepiteousunder, the name of the Chronicle was thought wealth in California. There is nothing to “Hands off.” You kW the old saringTS X* partit and at once bèLSîSÆ SoA?of the suflrer! düd 6 ^hforma Star). '
of. Mr. Soule was an American, Mr. Nisbet show that Sir, Francis discovered San Fran- cannot touch pitch without being defiled ” their nature' and value He hurried to Putter iatelv eaten Pome a^d 7.Cre lmmcd"
a Scotchman. Both were writers of force and cisco bay. The natives he found very friendly Neither could yo^i handle a California Indian and threw an ounce of gold on-the table b! death cursing Cod for the™10 the SvS of
ability. „Mr, Nisbet wrote -*he heavr’edito:- and'-tfuttierduS. The country was afterwards without carrying awîy s^e of his din. The tore Sm. The Two Agr® ed to keep îto while “J \Â whirrings ToTher! were

.
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