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O ITHIN the past few years

H ' tHere has arisen ‘on the Pa-

cific Coast a popular de-’

mand for stories of days that

.are.gone and of people who

" 'mowed :in‘ those days and

“contributed by their ' enter-

prise and example in form-

& Hing the mucleus, of communi-.

ties‘and ‘industries that have just begun to ex-

pand, and the.opening of boundless,gesources

that ‘are:now rapidly: approaching the age of

development. - California, from the date of its

discovery by the early voyageurs to the time

when its‘ golden® placers .were uncovered, and

since; ahounds/in events of deep interest to

men of -the ‘present day. - British Columbia,

surpassingly rich in- romantic incident and

stories of adventure, has contributed largely to

the reminiscent.literature of the Pacific Coast.

Her people have. ever been generous patrons

of books that deal with ‘the history of Britain

on the Pacific, and which have found readers
far beyond the confines,of the province.

4% In the yvear 1854, it oecurred to, three liter-
ary gentlemen of San Francisco that it would
be an excellent thing te collate and publish in
oné volume a. history ‘of California from its
first settlement down to the date of publica- .
tion. It was believed by thé authors:thatsuch
a. work would:beivaluable in daysite come. as
a book of reference, and that future writers
would deal with . stirring events 'as’ they
occurred, and so form a’ valuable ‘endless
chain’ for the information of yet unborn gen-
erations.” The book is long out of print, and is
very rare. A copy of the work-—which is
called “The Annals of San’ Francisco”™—is in
the possession of Mr. Frank Sylvester, of this
city, and he has kindly placed it at my dis-
posal for review, which I propose to do, inter-
spersing ' miany incidénts W'hiclfi came ‘under
my own ‘notice. The book ‘\c_?ﬁt'ains nearly
1,000 pages. It is profusely illustrated, and
deals with the historical, politieal and social
sides of life in the ‘Golden State, from its first,
discovery 'to. the year when 'it'was published.
The' authors: were Frank Soule, John H. Gih- .
on, M:D., and James Nisbet. Mr. Soule and
Mr. Nisbet were editors of the San Francisco
Chroni¢le, a-respectablesand widely-read ncws-
paper of that day. It:died several years before
the newspaper now .issued at San\F.r.:mclsco
under the nawme of the Chronicle was thought
of. Mr, Sodle was an American, Mr. Nisbet
a Scotchman." Both were writers of force and
ability. -Mu." Mishet wrote /the heavycoditor- -
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some of the small towns, but Cortez; the Span-
ish navigator, took possession of the gountry
and the name of New Wibion ‘Was chatged to
that of California, e e g
The; Jesuits eatly ééablishéd missfons - in
California. - ey bailt¥churches, schodls and
residences of adobés (sun-dried bricks), and

™ converted many of the tribes to Christianity.

ials and sometimes acted as dramatic critic
for 'his newspaper.. One:day there appeared
in the Chronicle a bifter criticism upon a com-
pany ‘of players who then ocenpidd the. stage -
of one of the theatres.: The ‘manager metthe

‘regular: dramatic ‘writer ‘of. the'Chronicle on/:

the stréet’and cowlided Hhim, the ‘wcritic quak- -
ing under the'lash;and offering 'no resistance,
The followitig “day 'a “cdrd” appeared ‘in: the ' .
Chronicle’ which ;
had ‘whipped- the wrong ‘man.’ The writer of |,
the offenisive’article; it added, was' Mr. ‘Nisbet, '
who, however, ‘wds inéot :a- fighting man s -
every one knew.: Later in the day the mana-’
ger attacked Mr. Nisbet and strack him' with
his whip, 'a_’\irfh'e,r:;tlitpoh .the 'sturdy’ Scot wrested «
the weapon: front His assailant and gave him a’
most . exemplary. ‘%fth’rzshi:ig\- with- ‘his ‘fists,
blacking, botl: ¢yessand smashing his -face to.a’;
jelly. Anotlier characteristic anecdote of <Mr.-
Nisbet may:be-mentibned here.’ Tn’ 1864 he.:
sailed in"the 'steamship. Brother: Jordthan dor
this port-on: a heliday exeursion. - The vessel
struck onfa‘reei-and was lost, with nearly:all
on board, which included: an.American general’ |
and-all his' staff. “Mr. Nisbet’s body was pick- 7
ed up some-daysdater, and inlone of hisipocks:
ets was found a memorandum: book :inwhich’
he had written His williin lead pencil’as the ;
vessel was, goung” down. - The. . handwriting
showed ot thie ‘least tremor. . He .mentioned
the fact that he ‘was facing death, and directed ,
how his ‘property should be distributed. This .
pencil will; unwitnessed, was admitted to pro-
bate ‘at San FranCisco, and. the property: was
disposedof ‘as the will directed. " Of DF, Gih-,
on I have no: reécollection,.but "he - was ‘tm--

'y doubtedly al fnari of note, or his name would
. not have‘appedred as one of the contribators to

the work I’'have "befor‘e) me.
California-svas discovered bysthe Spaniards |
about the year 1542, 'Sir Franeis Drake, in 1577,
visited California “and 'called it' New Albien,
taking possession 'of it in’the nante of Queen
Elizabeth. The admiral and some” of* ‘his”
people, traveling a short distance in the 'coun-
try, saw so many rabbits that it appeared an

“entire warren; they also saw deer 'in ' such

plenty as to run a thousand in a herd: The
earth of the country seemed to promise rich

-veins of gold ‘and ssilver, some of the ore being -

found on digging. ‘- This was the first authen-
tic information” of :the ‘existence of ‘mineral -
wealth in California; = There’ is: nothing. ' to
show that Sir Francis discovered San Fran-
cisco bay. - The natives he found very friendly

‘anfmumferous. < THe conmtry Was afferwards

“ffom sthe- centre” of +
fi'stated that ithe~ theatre man’
“vegetation: that.

_ Howing stream.* .I'once

In 1767 the Jesuits retired from-.the tepritory,
and the Dominican monks took chargeiof the
mission ‘work. The missionaries, nearly. two
hundred ‘years after Sir Francis Drake’s visit,
discovered ‘San Francisco Bay and named it
-after . St Franois; ‘thelr: patron_ saint. The
Fathers showed good fidegment. in selecting a
sfte for their n¥issio mildings. 1t wasisituat-
ed fin a“small fertile ;plain, about two, miles
“present:city of San”
qai‘iéd;‘j'Y@rba ‘Buena
ie- prolific growth of
ation” that. w fywhéré noticeable.
Around: these humblg pui dings was destined
.to. grow:the miighti y; of the west,; which
.in wealth, population ommerce has since
“outstripped . many.’ of oldest “coninunities
on '.th'e:;Atlautic"sgafo_, S N J
Despite its’ genialvalimaté the native popu-

" lat‘.f’n Was 'sparse. < The riestsin 1802 ‘took a
Tough census, and, rep rted ‘that the inhabit-
ants numbered .;ihg;h;eﬁirﬁ e of ‘the vast terti-
fory only 15,562, bugishat estimate only in-
cluded ‘the ‘converted:#n, 5, there ‘being no

Franciséo, which- w
‘(good herb), becarses

e :
type, . LThey weré i
stibsisted ostly ‘o fish,.
obtained. with'the last exertion..> Game there -
was In plenty, bt unfess it'backed up to their
doors, asking to be kil d they:did not trouble
to Chasclit.., ‘THeir hits were most misgrable,
and“for‘a white %gx{s?“ﬁ.; wotld:be tninhabitable
at anycseasow. * Their persons and houses were :
indescribably filthy.  They never took 4 bath
utless when 4 ‘canoe, probably nauseated by
thethorrid -fiimes * from the . natives’ bodies,
turned-over and ‘dumpéc ifs’ occupants. into a
f1 tream, met'a white teaimster
in"the :Okanagan‘who'boasted that ke had not
washed' his: Tace in tén years! I asked him
when. he*last had'a Bath; and he answered,
“Notssinced .was 2 baby-and'miy mother did it
forme?: 1t is safgite say: that the digger In-
diaris of California:aré’(perhaps I' should write
were) the lowest grade of ‘humanity in Amer-

ica, Not satisfied with uricleanness, in“their *

wild state they had:a habit of painting  their
faces and-bedies with a red and black sub-
stance resembling paint, which' increéaseditheir
repulsivenesd and.imparted to.them a “sticki-

ness” that seemeditg say tosthe clean whifes,

“Hands off.”” . You know the old saying, “You
canhot touch pitch. without being  defiled.”
Neither could yoir handle’ a’ California Indian
withotit carrying away some of his dirt, The

1

OF CIRMES STUARE

: 5 Nvisigéd.;by Eggh;h -fr;.gbaotens, ‘ whmwtavabge'd

tribes “were stupid, stothful,’ brutal; indolent;

-in fine, ‘they had a most’ wretched want of
everything which' ¢onstittites the real man and -
renders ‘him useful. to ‘himself “and* ‘society. "
Among such people’ did ‘the cultivated men at -

the .missions. labor, often without seeing any
good results ; -but'in-some irstances with a

certairt amount.of ‘success -that. reflected most’

favorably upon their exertions.

o v As early-as 1854 :I"find ‘the writers of the
“Annals” speculating as to’the “manifest des-.
 tiny” of the:United States, and predicting the

annexation of "the Sandwich Islands and Ja-

pan. “The Sandwich - Islands have been long"

since annexed, but in the meantime the Jap-
anese have awakened from a sleep of centuries
and he would be a man with a vivid imagina-
tion who should today prophecy that the Jap-
anese would-ever become American subjects or

citizens. "Civilization. was forced on'the Jap-
anése by the government of the United States.

They were forced to open their ports to com-
merce. . Today the Americans ‘are 'fortifying
‘the Pacific Coast and building Dreadnoughts
with feverish hasfe, 1in_ anticipation/of a ‘war

with the nation upon  whom they forced civil-"

ization sixty years ago. ‘. s
In 1856 the writer saw landed-at San Fran-

cisco from a  sailing vessel’ seven  Japanese.

They avere attired in the garb then ‘common
tortheir country—<a sort of blie dungaree, such
as overalls are 'made of, foosely ‘cut, with seats
that bagged ' nearly fo-their kneeés: ' Their long

hair was done dp. in a mass’on’top of their.

heads, and held in place by miniature daggers,

' something like ladies” hat-pins’of "the preserit

day,the rank of the wearer being déesighated
by the: number- of daggers-in his ' head-dress.
‘These seven men were the first Japanese min-

‘ ister and his. staff, on théir way. to Washing-

ton to_establish there an embassy.

In 1847 California was purchased from the
Mexican government by the United States for
$15,000,000. Before: the ‘gold excitement the
;Fathers at the Missions were, the owners of
large herds of cattle and milch cows, ponies,
sheep and hogs.. When the rush of Anglo-
Saxons came’ the herds were rapidly deplet-
ed, being taken“for consumption, - ‘and in ‘the
course of two or three years almost the last
hoof had been parted ‘with, and ‘the Fathers
turnied their attention to tilling the vast pro-
perties they had'acquired by ‘grants from the

'

Mexicans. ; i f ;

- The story of how gold was discovered in
1848 ‘has often been told, but it ‘will ‘bear repe-
titton * here. .
John A: Sutter, during the winter: of- 1847-8,
started toérect a’ sawmill ifi a valley called
Coloma,
City. "The contractor was a man named James
W. Marshall. . One day, while digging a tail
race for the water Marshall noticed-a' few yel-

o 3

low particles in' the sand. ‘He gathered some -

of the particles and at once became’ satisfied of

their mature: and ‘value. He ‘hurried 'to Sutter

and:threw an-ounee of gold on-the table- be-
fore him. The tWo agreed to keep the. dis-

 An_enterprisihg Swiss named

some: 60 miles east of Sacramento

covery a secret, and share in the profits; but
their operations were observed by a Mormon
laborer, who speedily became as wise as them-
selves. He told others in the neighborhood,
and' evetybody left his regular employment
arid 'began to search for the precious metal.
The news was sent abroad, The valley soon
swarmed with diggers, and within a few days
after the Mormon gave wings to the discovery
twelve hundred men were at work in the
neighborhood. Over all California the excite-
ment: was prodigious. Spaniards, Americans
and ‘foreigners were alike affected. The hus-
band ‘left his wife, the father his family; men
deserted their = masters, and these followed
their servants—all turned toward Coloma.

Other streams and valleys were fonnd to
contain gold-bearing sands. Some claims
yielded a fortune in'a day. Other claims, not
so rich, yielded a competency in a.month or a
year. Some did not yield anything. Mean-
while the circle of excitement was widening.
The Mexicans heard the tidings first, and
came pouring into the diggings: The sturdy
settlers from Oregon came next. These were
followed by an immigration from the Sand- .
wich Islands and Chili. Before long China
sent forward thousands from her teeming mul-
titude, and Australia (before long herself to be
in the throes of a gold excitement), added her
quota to the inflowing tide.

In:. the fall'of 1848 the news reached the
Eastern States of Canada. It was received
with incredulity at first, but later reports con-
firmed the ‘first intelligence, and both coun-
tries ‘became  infected with the ‘fever; - The
writer was a very small boy in 1849, but he
well remembers: the excitement with which the
news was received. Thousands abandoned
their homes andtheir callings and hastened
toward the new ﬁldorado. In some localities
whole neighborhoods were deserted by their
male - population. In many cases businesses
and real property and household goods were
disposed of.at a sacrifice; and wives and child-
ren accompanied their husbands and parents
to California.. Every craft in the shape of a
vessel was chartered to carry passengers and
goods around the Horn or to the Isthmus by
Panama..- Worn-out steamers and ‘worm-eaten
sailers that were deemed so unseaworthy as
to be.no longer safe for inland navigation, were
sent to sea with crowds of living and dead
freight. Some of these “tubs” went down be--
fore the first gale and those on board were
‘heard of no more. Othets ran short of water
and food, and put .in at South American ports,
where . they were condemned. Still others
managed to weather the storm, ‘and:after long
passages. landed: their Ppasseéngers and cargoes
at San Francisco: - Death was not infrequent
‘on-board the “floating coffins,” as they were
not inaptly termed in derision, and many the
bonnie lad or lassie who had left home a few
weeks before full of hope and courage, in quest
o_f a=£0rtune,'succumbed to the privations in-
cident to a long sea Vvoyage, such as bad food,
impure water, 'and scurvy. :

On, some of these ships cholera broke out,
and tlie few who survived reached port in an'
.emaciated condition which challenged the pity
of ‘all ‘beholders, i

' The . gold-seekers who came by way of

Panama suffered neatly as much as those who
chose the ocean route. After reaching the
port of Colon“on the Atlantic side of the
Isthmus they were compelled to-either ‘walk
across.the narrow neck to the Pacific ocean or
hire ‘mules for the journey. Having left New
York with the assurance that they would find
a steamer to take them to San F rancisco, upon
reaching Panama they found no means pro-
vided for their further transportation, and they
remained huddled together in the unclean city

‘until the Chagres fever broke out among them =

and: they ‘died-like flies caught on a sheet of
tanglefoot paper. Some who took passage by
the-Panama route were nearly a year in reach-
ing their destination, and were then in no.con- .
dition to earn a livelihood. e ;
‘But ‘the parties that suffered most were
those who traveled by the overland route, with
teams'and wagons and supplies. On their way
across' the Plains they were exposed to the
attacks of the Indians, and in one instance at
least to'a’ massacre by Mormons, in revenge
for the death of Apostie Joseph Smith, founder
of the sect, who was killed while attempting to
escape from prison.  In this massacre one’ .
hindred and fourteen men, women ‘and child-

- ren were sacrificed. The order from the heads

of the church were to spare none over one year
of age, and the order was strictly obeyed.
Privation‘ proved a harder enemy to - con-
tend with than the Indians and Mormons.
When the provisions were exhausted and the |
last mule or horse had been devoured the
wretched immigrants - began to feed on the
bodies of their companions, two of whom (In-
dian guides)a party of whites killed and ate.
A man named. Kiesburg ' was charged with
committing many ‘murders to enable him to
gratify this new and unnatural propensity. He-
was ‘marked for destruction, but somehow es- '
caped, and before long all were glad to pars
take of the horrid mess. Hies
_Snow had begun to fall early in the moun- *
tains, and’ many died raving' mad and were
eaten. by their late comrades. By great exer-
tions a message of their sad condition reached-
the sgttl'ements, and relief parties were sent
out with provisions. ' A wife was found eating
a portion of her husband, a daughter a father. '
a motherthat of her children; children that of -
father and mother. Language cannot describe ;
the awful change that a few weeks of dire suf-"
fering had wrought in the minds of the piteous
beings (I quote here from the California Star). *
Some of the sufferers. died, and were” immed-
iately” eaten: Some sank into the arms of -
death cursing God for ‘their miserable fate;
while the last wb‘is;)erings ?f others were
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