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OXFORD INQUIRY
GOES ON AGAIN

Mr. T. Buchanan Was Called
But Failed to Appear.

PROTECT WITNESSES

The County Treasurer Was. Called,
But as His Statement Is Not
Ready, He Was Not
Put in the Box.

[Special to The Advertiser.]
Woodstock, Dec. 28.—Notwithstand-
ing stormy weather, a large number

from the city and country were pres-
ent to witness the resumption of the
graft inquiry before Judge Snider here
this morning. Owing to the lateness
of the Toronto train, Judge Snider, E.
F. B. Johnston and Hamilton wit-
nesses did not arrive until almost
noon. The renowned Robert Tait was
again present, and sat among the
spectators.

M. T. Buchanan was the first wit-]
ness called, but he did not respond.

Mr. Johnston asked the judge to
state to the witnesses their position
in this inquiry. His honor told them
that all who gave truthful evidence
would be protected by the court from
prosecution for what they said, and
nothing admitted would be used
against them later. When Buchanan
could not be found Robert MclIntosh,
county treasurer, was called. Iis
statement was not quite ready, he
sald, so he was not put in the box.

MISS LAWRENCE WILL
LEAVE THE CITY'S ENPLOY

Young Lady"]s Known as One
of the Most Competent ol
City Officials.

Aliss Maud Lawrence, who has heen
stenographer in City Engineer Graydon’s
office for some years, has tendered her
resignation and will leave about the mid-
dle of January. She has secured an-
other position in the city.

During her connection with the cffice
she has mastered, to a marked degree,
all of the work, and her place will be
very hard to fill. All the detail work
fell to her lot, with the result that mis-
takes were few and far between in that
department.

“Her resignation means a distinct loss
to the city,” declared the officials at the
cityv hall.

““She knew more about the office than
most of us,” said Mr. Graydon. “It will
be a difficult matter to fill her position.
She understood the whole business. The
ity fathers do not realize how 1nuch
they are losing.”

Mr. Boyd de Wolfe, who has also been
a clerk in the office for some time, is
also leaving.

POINTERS FOR VOTERS
ON ELECTION DAY

Some Citizens Are in Error in
Regard to Number of Can-
didates To Be Voted For,

There seems to be some confusion
In the public mind as to the number
of candidates to be elected to the
various public offices on Monday
next.

For instance, some of the candidates
who are canvassing for the position
of hospital trustee find many citizens
are under the impression that two men
are to be elected. This, of course, is
not true, There is but one vacancy,
and only one candidate can be elected.
If you ~vote for two you spoil your
ballot.

For the council there are 25
dates, of whom 12 are to be elected.
An elector may vote for twelve, or
any number less than that, but for no
more.

For the water commission there are
three candidates. Two of these must
be elected. An elector may vote for
two candidates, or only one, but he
cannot vote for three. If he does his
ballot will be spoiled.

For the hospital trust there are
three candidates, and one only is to
he elected.

By keeping these facts in mind there
should be no confusion in the mind of
the electors, and it should be a com-
paratively easy matter to pick out the
candidates to be voted for.

DYING MAN WALKED
MILES TO HOSPITAL

Hard Case of Friendless Englishman
Stricken With Typhoid Fever.

candi-

North Bay, Ont., Dec. 27. — Henry
Stokes, a young Englishman, was
brought to North Bay Hospital
from a lumber camp across Lake Nip-
'ssing, suffering from typhoid fever.
The journey out was a hard one, with
many miles of walking, and the sick
man was Immersed in water several
:imes, breaking through the ice. His
death resulted. He had no friends in
this country, and will be buried at
North Bay, under the auspices of the
Sons of England.

TRIED TO THIN NITRO.
Washington, Pa., Dec. 27.—William
. Maloney was about to shoot an oil
well in Cross Creek Township today,
when he complained that the nitro-
glycerine was too thick. He placed the
explosive in a barrel of hot water and
was completing preparations for the
shot when the charge exploded. Ma-
loney was blown to pieces, and the
derrick at the well wrecked. His
horses, although knocked down, were
not hurt. The charge contained 25
quarts of fluld. .
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STEAMERS ARRIVED,

Havre, Dec. 27.—La Gascogne.
Naples—Indiana.
Genoa—Relna degll Italia,
Genova.

Trieste—Martha Washington.

Sandy Hook—Germania (dock today).
8t. John, N. B.—Montfort.

New York—Kroonland,

Duca degli

NO REQUISITION AS YET
FOR PUBLIC MEETINGS

Flow of Oratory Is Very Likely
To Be Restricted in This

Campaign.

No requisitions have as yet been is-
sued for public meetings to discuss
municipal matters, and it does not look
at all likely that there will be any.

It is certain that there will be none
in the East End tonight, and it is
equally certain that no -eeting will
be held on Thursday night in the city
hall, owing to the fact that a dog show
is being held that evening.

That will leave Friday and Saturday
as the only two evenings open for
meetings, and as there is absolutely
no demand for a meeting from the
citizens, Mayor Keattle has refrained
from issuing the proclamations. ’

Some of the candidates are of the
opinion that meetings should be held,
but the people generally do not share
that sentiment, apparently.

PRISONERS HANDLED
TONS OF BEAUTIFUL
Inmates of Castle Carter Were

Kept Busy With Gentle

Exercise.

While there is usually a shortage of
“hard labor” at the county jail the
weatherman did his best to improve
matters today, and as a résult some
mathematician has figured that the
trusty inmates of Castle Carter
handled several tons of snow in path-
makix}g at the county buildings this
morning.

A number of men were equipped
with snow shovels as early as possible
and the work commenced. The four
sides of the block, bounded by Ridout,
King, Dundas and Thames streets,
were tackled, as well as the wide
paths leading up to the court house
and county buildings. The exercise
roads on the inside will also be
cleaned up before the end of the day.

PEOPLE ARE ANGRY
OVER SNOWPLOWS

Work Was Not Commenced Today
Until Well on Toward Noon.

Many complaints have been re-
ceived today regarding the snowplows.
They were not on the street until late,
in fact, some of the walks had not
been cleaned this afternoon at 1
o'clock.- As a result, there was much
inconvenience, and many complaints.
None of the streets were touched un-
til 10 o’clock, and by that time, they
‘had become almost impassable.

“The snowplows should be out in
time,” said one irate citizen. “I think
it an outrage to have the streets in
such a condition. What is the matter
with the city engineer's department?
We can’t blame A. O. Graydon for
this”

FAILED TO PAY THE
STATUE LABOR TAX
Inspector McCallum Is Determined

That All Shall Pay Their Just
Share of Taxation.

The names of a long list of delin-
quents appeared on the police court
blotter this morning for neglecting to
pay their statute labor tax. Nine or
ten came up today and passed over
their silver dollars, plus 85 cents for
costs, to the care of Police Clerk
Moule.

About the same number failed to ap-
pear in answer to their summons, and
in some cases warrants will be issued
to insure their presence at the next
hearing of their adjourned cases,

Several of them are said to have left
town and some little difficulty may be
experienced in locating them. How-
ever, in the opinion of Magistrate
Beattie, this is no reason why they
should overlook their little dues to
the civic administration of this city,
and as many as possible will be re-
quired to square up in the matter.

NINE TONS OF EGGS SEIZED.

New . York, Dec. 27.—Nine tons
“liquid eggs” were seized
federal officials in the
plant of the Merchants’ Refrigeratot
Company, Jersey City. The warrant
describes the eggs as ‘“filthy, decom-
posed and putrid animal matter.” The
Jersey City board of health will be
asked to destroyv them.

THE WEATHER

Tomorrow—Fair and Colder.
FORECASTS.
Toronto, Dec. 28.--8 a.m.

Today—Fresh to strong winds: snow or
sleet.

Thursday — Light local snowfalls or
snow flurries, but party fair, with lower
temperature.
TEMPERATURES.

Min.
40

of
today by
cold storage

Stations.
Victoria
Calgary ....
Port Arthur..
Parry Sound.
Toronto
Ottawa
Montreal
Quebec -
Father Point.......... 20 14

WEATHER NOTES.

A disturbance from the Southwest
States is centred south of Michigan this
morning, and its accompanying snowfall
has extended well into Ontario.

Light snowfalls have occurred in the
Western Provinces, and conditions there
are wintry.

YESTERDAY'S WEATHER.

Mild weather prevailed yesterday from
the lake region to the Maritime Provinces,
while in Manitoba and Saskatchewan {t
was cold.

Minimum and maximum temperatures:
London, 22—34; Prince Rupert, 32—40; Vic-
toria, 34—44; Vancouver, 35—41; Edmonton,
zero—12; Battleford, 2—4; Calgary, 20—20;
Moosejaw, 4 below—S8; Qu’Appelle, 10 be-
low—4; Winnipeg, 2 below—§; Port Arthur,
i8—34; Parry Sound, 26—34; Toronto, 26—38:
Ottawa, 4—28; Montreal, 6—30; Quebec, 10
—22; St. John, 16—36; Halifax, 16—38.

TODAY'S PROBS.

The East—Westerly winds; mostly fair:
not much change in temperature.

Lake Superior—Fair and cold.

Manitoba and Saskaichewan—Falr and
cold; some light snowfalls or flurries.

Alberta—Mostly fair, but a few local
snow flurries,

Weather.
Cloudy.
Fair
Cloudy
Cloudy
Snow
Cloudy
Fair
Snow
Cloudy
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A Peculiar Case

[G. N. W. Dispatch.]

Montreal, Que., Dec. 27.—The
Sellers-Gough Fur Store, by
someone’s blunder in a French
paper, was placed in the posi-
tion of offering a seal skin coat
for $2.95 instead of $295. A. L.
Demartigny demanded a coat
at that price, which the store
people declined to give, and as
a result Mr. Demartigny today
entered suit to secure the coat
as advertised.

SEPARATE SCHOOL BOARD
CHOSEN BY ACCLAMATION

Mr. W. P. Regan Is the Retiring
Chairman— Successor Not

Selected.

The nominations for the separate
school board were held at noon today
In St. Peter’s school, and the four can-
didates nominated were elected by
acclamation.

The four trustees, who retired and
were re-elected, are as follows:

Ward 1—Dr. Claude Brown. Ward 2
—R., M. Burns. Ward 3—Jeremiah
Loughlin. Ward 4—Wiiliam McPhil-
lips.

The four representatives whose
terms are unexpired are: Ward 11—
W. G. Coles. Ward 2—B. C. McCann.
Ward 3—William P, Regan. Ward 4—
Frank Forristal.

Mr. Regan is the retiring chairman
of the board. It has not been definite-
ly zettled who will be the new chair-
man. The organization meeting of the
board will be held on Monday, Jan. 9.

Capt. T. J. Murphy acted as return-
ing oflicer today.

TUNNEL ST. LAWRENCE
OPPOSITE MONTREAL

Thirty Million Dollar Company
Would Build a Huge

Terminal.

ﬁ.

atontreal, Dec. 28. — A proposition
of conslderable magnitude, involving
the tunnelling of the River St. Law-
rence and the establishment of a
central terminus for all the railway
lines entering Montreal, was laid be-
fore the board of control this morn-
ing by Mr. C. L. Armstrong, C.E., and
Mr. J. M. Shanly, representing the
Montreal Central Terminus Company.
This concern is capitalized at §30,-
000,000, and it is endeavoring to se-
cure the goodwill of the city or-
der to build a large central station
where all lines can meet. The pro-
position involves tunnelling the river
just above Isle Ronde to give access
to the south shore routes, including
the New York Central and Delaware
and Hudson. From the north would
come the Canadian Northern Railway,
and from the west the Grand Trunk.
The Canadian Pacific has nct enter-
tained the scheme. The terminal
company has a site in view at pres-
ent.

The plan alsec invelves the abolition
of all level crossings on the Island of
Montreal, approach to the station be-
ing by elevated or subway routes.
The board of control heard of the
scheme with much interest, and the
Central Terminal Company was in-
structed to lay their proposition be-
fore the board in writing in the near
future, with plans carefully drawn,
showing full details. This will Dbe
done.

"
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STILL SEARCHING

Mysterious Message About the Miss-
ing Aviator Grace.

London, Dec. 27. — Unwilling to re-
ject even the strangest suggestions,
searchers for Cecil Grace, the aviator
who disappeared on Saturday while
attempting a return cross-channel
flight from France, the authorities are
acting on a mysterious telegram from
an unknown person in Sweden, who,
presumably relying on spiritualistic
al?, has been begging the Aero Club
not to assume that Mr. Grace has fall-
en into the sea. After an exchange
of messages the correspondent tele-
graphed.

“He fell on land, not into water.
Search the east coast of England min-
utely.”

The coast guards accordingly have
been directed to make a careful search
along about (2 miles of the coast
line.

AGED PEOPLE’'S HOME
INMATES MADE HAPPY

A Christmas Tree Was Held by Em-
press Avenue Mission Band.

The Empress Avenue Mission Band
held a Christmas tree and entertain-
ment at the Aged People’s Home on
Tuesday. A pleasing feature of the
affair .was the presentation to the
old folks of gifts from the tree,
which had been made by the members
of the Mission Band themselves, Af-
terwards a delightful programme of
songs, recitations, choruses, duettes
and instrumentals wasg given by the
Empress avenue young folks,

Among those who took part were
Misses Ruth and Ila Dewey, Miss
Lena North, Miss Elsie Bowle, Miss
Helen Green, Master Allan Forbes,
and Master Norman Walker. The
gifts and entertainment were much
enjoyed by the inmates of the home.

VICTORY FOR TURKS,

Constantinople, Dec. 28.—Turkish troops
sent against the Bedouins have driven
the revolters out of the Elkerak district
in the villayet of Syria, near the Dead
Sea, after a sanguinary engagement. -Of-
ficial advices received here today state
that in the battle the Bedouins lost 450
killed and 600 prisoners, The Turkish
losses were seven pificers and 20 men,

vieinity,
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CANADIAN PACIFIC RY. PLANS
WILL NOT BE INTERFERED WITH!

llﬁprovemenls in East London Will Be Carried Out No Matter
What Changes May Be Made in the Main

Line Route.

Much interest is being taken in the,
rumor that the C. P. R. intend making!
certain changes in their road in this

It is certain that whatever is done
will in no wise interfere with the
plans the company have announced
for the east end.

They have' purchased a great deal
of land there for yard room, and a
new stat'on and offices, but they will
use it aill, and perhaps more in the
Brar fipure,

Howover, with the increasing traf-
fic, grade separation has become a live
topiec with the company as it was
with tae G. T. R, and it will prob-
ably result in some large work being
underiaken shortly.

Mayor Beattie has not been inform-
ed as to the project, nor does he know
exactly what is in the wind.

“I know nothing more than was in
the papers,” he stated to The Adver-
“I have not been taken into the
company’s gecrets, nor do I know what
is intended to be done. It seems as if
something important might come of

it. However, I am in no position to
Gescuss the question, ag I know noth-
ing of it whatever.”

No Union Station.

A Grand Trunk official stated today
thai the company would not consider
the question of a union station at this
time, nor would they glve the C. P.
R. the privilege of running freight
over their line from Hyde Park to the
eastern limits of the city.

He declareg that the G. T. R. had
expended hundreds of thousands of
dollars so that they might correct the
grades on that section in order that
they could make better time, and draw
larger loads than the competing com-
panies. They have succeeded in doing
this, and also in saving much money
in maintenance. The company, there-
fore, would not give the C. P. R. the
advantages they have in this regard,
he stated.

Experts declare that track elevation
will be the only solution, as it will
be impossible to get a suitable route
around the city that could be built at
as reasonable a cost as elevating the
tracks.

REBELS IN MEXICO
WILL HOLD POSITIONS

Are Preparing to Delend Moun-
tain Strongholds A gainst
Troops.

El Paso, Texas, Dec.

representative of the Il Paso Ilerald,
after investigating in the region called
Big Bend, across the border from Texas,
south of Marfa and Alpine, says the
rebels hold that entire region and can
defend it against a large army, as it is
protected by mountain passes.

He says the insurgents have old brass
cannons to command these passes, and
are making their own shells in an old
smelter. He declares they are smug-
gling arms from Texas and sending them
to join the insurgents in the Sierra Madre
region, west of Chihuahua,

The insurgents, he says, expect the
cold weather in the high altitude of the
Sierra Madre district to kill off the
Mexican soldiers, who are accustomed
only to the hot climates.

Njcaro Griega, foreman of Enrique
Creel's ranch, has been branded with the
ranch brand and the entire ranch looted,
The insurgents say it was done by ranch
employees, who were incensed at him.

NEW CHIEF ENGINEER
FOR® CANADIAN PACIFIC

Mr. E. C. Schwitzer, of Company’s
Western Lines, Has Been
Appointed.

28.-—A special

E. C.
chief

Winnipeg, Dec. 28. Mr.
Schwitzer, at present assistant
engineer of the (. P. R. western
lines, has been selected to fill the
newly-created position of chief engin-
eer, with headquarters in Montreal,
and though no appointment has been
announced to fill the western vacancy,
it is surmised that Mr. J. G. Sullivan,
assistant engineer of the eastern
lines, will come west.

It is understood that the salary at-
tached to the new post of chief engin-
eer of the C. P. R, is $25,000 per an-
num. Mr. Schwitzer will be called
upon, in addition to his dutles . with
the C. P. R.,, to act as consulting
engineer of subsidiary lines. He is
president of the MecGill alumni In
Winnipg, president of the Winnipeg
Society of Engineers, nd the most
enthusiastic student of his profession
in the Daminion. He came from
Kenora, where he was city engineer,
to become assistant to Mr. F. J. Ben-
stead, whom he succeeded a few
years ago.

MABEE AT WASHINGTON

Discussing International  Railway
Questions With U. S. Government.

[Special to The Advertiser.]

Ottawa, Dec. 28. — Judge Mabee,
of the Dominion Railway Commission,
is at present in Washington, consult-
ing with the United States Govern-
ment on all railway questions of an
international nature, and it is expect-
ed that upon his return to the capi-
tal the board will be in a position to
deal with the subject. Among the mat-
ters to be decided are the sleping-car
rates.

GOTCH CHALLENGES WORLD.

Chicago, Dec. 28.—Frank A. Gotch
has issued a formal challenge to
Hackenschmidt or any other wrestler
for a match for the championship of
the world. He posted $500 as a for-
feit to bind a match for a side bet of
$20,000.

MANY WERE KILLED.

121 Paso, Texas, Dec. 28.—Many are re-
ported killed by an explosion at the El
Paso smelter this morning. A big part
of the plant was wrecked, The smelter,
which belongs to the American Smelting
and Refining Company, is said to be the
second largest in the world.

KILLED BY AMBULANCE.

Philadelphia, Dec, 28.—Surrounded by
members of his family, B. Winder John-
ston, head of the banking firm of Law-
rence Johnston & Co., of this city, who
was knocked down and injured by an
automobile ambulance of the Women’'s
Society for the prevention of cruelty
to animals, last right, died in a hospital
today.

Wed in St. Thomas.

There is great rejoicing among the
Hebrews of St. Thomas today over the
wedding celebration of Miss May
Abrahamson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs,
Samuel Abrahamson, of New York,
and Mr. Harry Jackson, of ILondon,
The ceremony was performed this
afternoon in the Masonic Hall by
Rabbi Philip, of London. The bride
was glven away by Mr. and Mrs.
Schott, of St. Thomas, After a honey-
moon trip to New York, Mr. and Mrs.
Jackson will take up their residence
in London.

FOWLER STILL IMPROVES
IN ST. JOSEPH’S HOSPITAL

Victim of Stabbing Affray Is
- Rapidly Recovering, It Is
Stated.

The condition of James B. Fowler,
who was injured in the West London
brawl of Saturday night still continues
to improve. It is not yet certain
whether his arms will have to be am-
putated, but the hospital surgeons
have good hopes that such g course
will not be necessary. .

Heslop, who hacked Fowler so furi-
ously with the butcher knife, is con-
fined in the county jail, awaliting the
first hearing of his case on Friday. Al-
though quite aware of the serious-
ness of the charge preferred against
him, he appears indifferent.

Mrs. Heslop isu nderstood to be in
iChicago, whither she intended going
{when she left Loirdon on Monday
inight. The police do not appear to
{regard her as an important witness of
ithe affray, although should she return
to London, she would probably be
asked to give evidence, though, it is
sald, she might evade this, as a wife
cannot be compelled to testify against
her husband.

EARL GREY'S TRIP
TO ARCTIC OCEAN

Cruiser Rainbow ‘Will Make
Long Voyags to Mest
Him.

Ottawa, Dec. 28.—When Earl &rey
reaches the Arctic Ocean next summer,
after the long trip he has planned down
the Mackenzie River from Edmonton, he
will be met by the Cruiser Rainbow. The
cruiser will be sent north in the spring
to meet him after he passes through
Behring Straits and around Alaska to
the mouth of the Mackenzie River. This
will establish a new northern record for
war vessels, Up to the present time
there has never been such a craft in
the Arctic Ocean,

While the daie of Earl Grey’s depar-
ture for Northern Canada has not yet
been fixed, it will likely be early in July,
as the governor-general will attend the
coronation of King George In London on
June 2. His Excellency will be chap-
eroned down the Mackenzie River by a
detachment of the Northwest Mounted
Police. It is estimated that the trip will
occupy three weeks and will be even
more interesting than the journey Eari
Grey made last summer to Hudson Bay
from Winnipeg.

ELLIS---NEWTON

A Very Pretty Wedding of a Popular
Couple.

A very pretty wedding was celebrat-
ed at the home of Mr, and Mrs. G. W,
Newton, 10 Wyatt street, West Lon-
don, when their eldest daughter, Miss
Clara May, was united in marriage to
Mr. Frank Ellis, of Detroit, formerly
of London, The bride, who was given
away by her father, was very charm-
ing in a cream silk gown, trimmed
with lace and pearls, with bridal veil,
and wreath of lily of the valley. She
carried & bouquet of bridal roses and
was attended by her cousin, Miss An-
nie Robb, of Wyoming, who was
daintily gowned in pink, and carried
pink carnations. Miss Florence New-
ton, sister of the bride, was flower-
girl,

The ceremony was performed by
Rev. Richard Whiting, B. A., pastor
of the First Methodist Chureh, and the
wedding march was played by Miss
Grace Brock. After the ceremony
several pleasing solos were rendered
by Miss Maude Underwood, and in-
strumental selections were given by
Miss Elsie Thompson,

The groom’s gift to the bride was a
pear]l pendant; to the bridesmald, a
pearl brooch; to the groom’'s assist-
ant, gold cuff links; to the flower-
girl, a pearl ring, and to the pianist
and soloist, gold pins.

Some thirty guests were present,
and after the wedding dinner Mr. and
Mrs. Ellis left on a wedding tour to
western points, Later they will
side in Detroit,

re-
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A Peculiar Move.

A West London car worked a pe-
culiar trick at the corner of Dundas
and Richmond streets at noon today,
when running in an easterly direction.
The motorman, seeing that the switch
turning south on Richmond street was
set to run straight through, opened
his motor up, but the car took the
wrong track. The car apparently no-
ticed its error, for in a trice it jumped
the rails and proceded on the proper
line, after running several feet on the
snow. The crew did not even have to

stop, as ihe jump gset matters right.

THOUSANDS DYING |TRAFFIC TIED UP

OF BUBONIC PLAGUE

Foreign Missionaries Are Affect-
ed By Dried Scourge in

Large Numbers.
PLAGUE IS SPREADING

Terrible Suffering ls Reperted by All
Travellers Who Have Been
Through the Stricken Dis-
tricts—Food Supply Is
Practically Gone.

Shanghai, China, Dec. 27. — Famine
is stalking band in hand with the bu-
bonic plague through China. The
province of Kiang Su is being de-
populated by starvation and a dread-
ful wave of plagne and death is
sweeping into the province of Pe-
chili, in which Pekin is located. Ac-
cording to reports being Tteceived
h_ere today, & number of foreign mis-
slonaries are either dead or dying
from the epidemic. ¥undreds of na-
tives are dying daily.

It will be months before
tua} effort can be made to
spread of .death. Despite the Gov-
ernment’'s efforts, the zone of human
destruction is widening continuously.

Most Harrowing Suffering.

While refugees from the death belt
are barred from the cities, reports of
the most harrowing fering have
been received from as far west as Nan
Kin and as far north as Yellow River.

Along the Grand Canal entire vil-
lages have bheen wiped out and bands
of men and women, insane from hun-
ger, roam the country. N¢ food can
be taken into the heart of the plague
devastated region.

The entire grain and rice supply has
been exhausted in the middle of the
province and rioting is frequent in re-
mote districts where stored-up food
has been found. Men and women
have been known to figh: to the death
for a handful of rice. The gaunt,
naked children have bheen seen gnaw-
Ing thongs of leather 1c gather a little
nourishment.

Missionaries Are Brave.
medical missionaries are striv-
ing valiantly to give aid, and how
many perished is not knhown. Brav-
Ing the panic of famine and disease,
they have penetrated the remote dis-
tricts, where word cannot be had of
them,

In the o0l1d Yellow River
thousands of dead bodies lie
to the weather. In many
the mneed of graveg is gcne
everyone is dead.

Chinese soldiers who have been or-
dered into the heart of the affected
territory have rebelled and refused to
brave the dangers of the scourge.

THE ST. JOHN'S ELECTION

Both Sides Appear Confident of Scor-
ing a Victory.

an effec-
check the

The

distriet
exposed
localities
because

8t. John's, Que., Ded. 28 —Wiih the
Provincial by-election only one day
ahead, both sides are working hard
after the Christmas armistice, and
meetings are being held al!l over the
riding. While both the Liberals and
the Nationalist-Conservative cealition
Opposition expresg confldence, neither
side appears to really fee}l it. The con-
test throughout has beén very similar
to the recent Arthabvaska-Drummond
fight. While the electorate turn out in
large numbers to the meetings, they
do little but listen, and there has been
no indication from the meetings ag to
which way the political pendulum s
swinging.

<
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A BANK MERGER

Union Bank Has Absorbed the United
Empire Bank.

[Special to The Advertiser.}

Toronto, Dec. 28 —Negotiations
have been completed by which the
Union Bank of Canada absorbg the
United Empire Bank, ani the new
combination will continue under the
name of the Union Bank of Canada. It
{r understood that the United Empire
shareholders have received par value
for their shares.

The United Empire is c¢ne of the
smaller institutions. It was organized
in 1906, and its capital s $600,000, of
which $550,000 1s paid up. It does busi-
ness in seventeen branches. Samuel
Barker, M. P., of Hamliton, is presi-
dent, and George Reid, of Toronto, is
seneral manager. The headquerters
are in Toronto.

The Union Bank
in Quebec, and has &altogether 207
branches in all parts of Canada. It
was founded in 1865, and has a capi-
tal of $4,000,000 all paid up, and re-
reserve of $2,400,000. Hon. John Shar-
ples, of Quebec, is president, and G. H.
Balfour, general manaegr.

THE POLICE COURT

has headquarters

Building Bylaw Cases Were
Laid Over.

Again

The long since famous Hole and Coote
police court cases of breach of the
building bylaw, appeared on the Carling
street blotter again this morning. Archi-
tect Nutter reported progress, and the
cases were adjourned until Jan. 4.

Benjamin Goodacre, ged with being
drunk and disorderly, wa< remanded until
Jan, 4, and Josephh White and John Pen-
nicott, Indian listers, were each fined $10
or 21 days for indulging in forbidden
joys.

Frank Barbour appea
two charges of being
derly, and having cbscene pictures in his
possessgion. Jle was manded until the
police investigate his previous record.

TO ADMINISTER BEQUEST.

Montreal, Dec. 27.—The administra-
tion of the sum ~f $1,051,700, bequeath-
ed by Cardinal Vaughan for invest-
ment in Canada for the welfare of the
Roman Catholic Church in the Dom-
inion, was involved in a judgment
rendered by Mr. Justice Demers. The

ed to answer to
nk and disor-

.defendant in the case did not appear

and judgment was given by default,
condemning Antoine Robert, financier,

Lof Bt, James street, te pay the Royal

Trust Company the sum of $49,197 50
commission on the investment.
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BY THE SNOW

London Street Railway Compén§>
Had a Very Hard Battle *
Today. N

L — %

MANY WIRES WERE DOWN)

S

Telegraph Companies Had Thei®
Share of Trouble—So Did the
Steam Railways.

A very heéavy snowstorm greatly ine)
terfered with trafiic today. Wires
down in many places in the city and !
elsewhere, while all trains are run-i
ning from half an hour to two hours |
late. ’

The London street railway had a
hard battle with the storm. The road
was not completely tied up, but it
was with the greatest difficulty that a’
schedule was maintained.

The Huron and Bruce train thig
morning had much trouble in getting'
through today. The heavy snowstorm
in the north filled the “cuts,” and the
train was forced to move slowly.

Trains Delayed.

The trains on the main lines
delayed also. The traffic was
heavy, and this fact, with the
caused practically all of them
time. Many were run in two
tious.

A good many telegraph and
phone wires were bhroken by
weight of the snow, bLut they
quickly restored.

Had the storm endured
hour, railway men declare
would have tied things up in
style.

“We had a lIot

1
are i

were ;

very,
sNno \v,-)
to losg

Sece’

1ele-y
tho
werq,
another’
that it

great’
of  work, but we’
maintained a very good schedule, I
think,” sald a street railway official.
“It was a bad storm, but we kept our]

cars on the move. Not one of them
wes stalled.”

ZEALOUS OFFICERS
WERE TRANSFERRED

Evidence of Landing Waiters in
Chinese and Smuggling
Investigation.

Yancouver, B, .
Several witnesses today stated before!
the Government Chinese investigation!
commlission that landing waiters wha!
were too strict in dealing with Chinese!
and smuggling, were gooner or latep
transferred from the C. P. R. wharves,
and glven inferior positions at other,\
wharves. James Harris, landing walt-:
er at the Evans Coleman and Evans‘
wharves, and A. W. Schouler, landing’
waiter at the Great Northern wharf,!
gave testimony to this effect. '

In reply to questions, Evans stated;
that two years ago he had been trans-|
ferred from the C.P.R. wharf. He had:
been particular as regards smuggling;
but could not say he was too particu-i
lar. Several times he had had trouble,
with Collector Bowell, and once was
suspended for taking some cigars frong
a drawer of an officer of the Enxp)'er‘éf
of India, knowing them to be contradl
band. y

Last vear, when he was going on !;!3{
holidays, witness stated that Mr. Fos<;
ter, of the Pacific Coast Steamship:
Company, told him he could have &
ticket on the line for half-price if ha'
showed a letter from Bowell. He ask+
ed Bowell for the letter, but the col«
lector said: *“No, you did me a dirty
trick once, and now I'll get even wit
you.”

In reply to a dguestion the witness:
stated that he had never seen Yip o
the interpreter give anything to for-,
mer Chief Landing Walter Bowser,
but that once Mr. Bowser had shown|
him a diamond ring and stickpin, stats’
ing they had been presented by theq
interpreter. |

“Isn't it your canlid opinion thak
you were shifted from the C. P. R.
wharf because you were too strict??
he was asked. !

“It ig,” replied

“Didn’'t Mr.
once for
being carried
presses?”

“Yes,” replied the witness
I needn’t be so particular.”

“It was right after that
moved, wasn't it7”

“Yes.”

DIAMONDS SCARCE

Cy Dec.

P d
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Jowell call you
examining a grip that
off one of the
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Accumulated Stocks Have Been Pracrs
tically Exhausted by the Great
Demand.

London, Dec, £27.—The 1
stocks of dlamonds have been exhaus
and the market must now be
with current production, sald the chair=
man of the great De Beers Company las
week at its annual meeting held at Kiuma
berley, South Afrlca. The company’'g
continued policy, he stated, was to sup-
ply the market with only such quantitiag
a8 it could absorb, \

The production of dlamonds was nof
nearly as great as the sales whichh ha
been taking place in the last year or rvm‘.
owing to the fact that those sales repre-«
sented stocks which had previously
accumulated, as well as the ordinaryg
production. As regards the high-clasg
goods, their vaiue had appreciated; buf
this, he szaid, had been practically cound
terbalanced by the lower values of &
or inferlor products., He hoped
some understanding would be
at by the varfous producers to lix
output of lower-« goods, thus 4
estahlishing prices all round at a -;Egi;«zq
level. H

From the above it eeems tolerabl
certain that dlamonds, like meat andy
other necessaries of life, will cost more.}
The company made a.profit for the veu%"

a
i "41
the

re-

of $13,452,625, out of which the director
made an appropriation of $125 000
donation to the fund for the
South African University.

CREW PROBABLY LOST. Iy
Chatham, Mass., Dec. 28.—The =unkeMy
three-masted schooner that has been:
resting in three fathoms of water on
Little Round Shoals since the storm o
the 15th last, was identifled today as th
Mollle Rhodes, of Vinel Haven, Me. Sh
was bound to that port from New Yor
with coal. Capt. Dobbin, of Jonesport,
" his crew of flve men, were probobl

“s 8
proposad.




