
well, his

face buried in his hands.

•aw plainly the traces of tear*.
As usual, Martin was cynical, even 

about" himself.
"I am a very rueful-looking patriot 

this morning," he said. "I have been 
ill all night, and I am alone.”

Sir Basil glanced round. ✓
9 “Where is Miss Ray?" he asked.

"My daughter la always busied 
about something or ether; she has not 
much time to give to me. It was dif­
ferent once."

Sir Basil felt indignant.. He knew 
that no matter where Hettle might 
be, she was working for him and for 
no ode else.

“I think," he said, quietly, ‘.‘that 
Mies Ray gives you all her time. I 
have never seen a daughter so devoted;”

“She is very good,” he allowed; and 
then he added, adruptly, “I had an­
other daughter once."

It seemed as though some irrspoc- 
eible power forced him to talk of 
Leah. It was the first time he had 
spoken of her since the day she had 
left him, and, like pent-up waters 
suddenly let loose, his thoughts and 
feelings at once found vent. He rdse 
from his seat and stretched his arms 
out-toward the great heaving ocean.

“I have never pretended to be what 
people call tender-hearted, but my

I love tor that girl was deeper than the 
sea," he cried—“deeper and wider 

I than yonder sea!”
I Sir Basil "thought to himself that he 

: looked like one of the grand heroes 
: of old, with his tall figure and mae- 
j sive head, hie arms outstretched in 
, appealing despair.
! “I made two idols," he continued. 

"The first was my wife—she died; the 
other was my daughter."

“Did she die also?” said Sir Baail, ] 

pityingly.
"No, she is worse than deed—a 

. thousand times worse , than dead. If I 
could weep over some green grave | 
containing-her I should be happier." j
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working man.CHAPTER XXXI.
“Another long ramble, Basil?” she 

saM one morning, as he passed her in 
die hall. "I am afraid we shall have 

rain.”
“It looks like it," returned Sir Basil; 

bqt he did not offer to reyain at 
home.

“I will go with you te the park 
gates,” she said, gently.

She always looked beautiful in the 
• olS-fashloned broad-brimmed garden 
hSt that threw a softened shade on 
her face. Her dress of pale amber 
trailing over the green grass became 
her admirably.

“They will be the handsomest cou­
plé in England,” the duchess remark­
ed, as she caught sight of them from 
the conservatory.

beauty, duchess,’’
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said the, general, laughing at her en­
thusiasm.

“When I see it," ehe replied.
, Leah and Sir Basil went through 

the grounds to the gates of the park.
“Shall you be long, Basil?" she 

asked, wistfully.
He noticed that she djd not ask 

where he was going.
"No;,I am going to Southwood, 

Leah,” he replied. “The fact Is, I have 
made the acquaintance of a famous 
old politician there, and his argu­
ments interest me.”

The words conveyed no meaning to 
her. That the old politician should be 
her fahter, Martin Ray, never occur­
red to her. Never were two persons 
so neat-a truth without revealing it; 
never did the points of two lives' meet 
so closely, and then diverge. It she 
had merely said, “What politician?"
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