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THE TRIBUTE OF THE
OPPOSITION.

The leader of the Opposition said
what he had to say in criticism of the
Rutherford Government on Tuesday,
Perhaps it would be more correct to

say that he demonstrated by elision
how much he could not find fault
with .and by voice how little -there
was for him to found an adverse ar-
gument on, It is significant that on
no broad phase of provincial policy
did he take ground opposite to the
Government and that on the smaller
matters to which he aevoted criticism
he had few remedies to suggest, and
none to which he appeared willing
to commit himseli and his aseociate,
Mr. Robertson’s protestations to the
contrary, it is difficult to see wherein
his criticism rose above the tradition-
al formality that requires an Opposi-
tion leader to differ with the Govern-
ment in the first debate of the ses-
sion, and sfill more difficult to detect
in it any contribution of note to the
better understanding or the more effi-
cient management -of provincial af-
fairs.

Mr, R:bertson regretted the ab-
sence of allusion to the money strin-
gency in the Address and suggested
that the Legislature memorialize Par-
liament to amend the banking laws.
Well and good, provided the memor-
andum asks for amendment where
amendment would be effective, which
was assuredly not the direction irdi-
cated by the leader of the Opposition.
His theory was that the banks with-
drew monéy from Western Canada to
loan in eastern Canada because they
could get larger returns from it there.
Clearly the gentleman is of those for-
tunate individuals who "have mol
found it necessary to get aceomirioda-
tion from the banks, or he would
know that thé ihterest ¢harges in
Western Canada are anything rather
than lower than the- charges in the
older provinces, - But the course of
the banks was not that they withdrew
money from the West, but that they
stopped loaning monecy in the West,
They did not take money from us, bui
they declined to loan it to us as freely
as they had previously dome. Their
offence was that they consented and
assisted in the development of condi-
tions in the West that made it no
longer safe for them to continue to
loan freely, and that when those con-

: :
ditions had been produced they con-
sérved their own interests with disre i

gard ' for the interests of others, -1
the banking law is to be effectively
amended, the amendment must pre
vent the banks conniving at the crea-
tion of conditions which‘they cannot
maintain with safety to themselves
Prevention is the only effective cure
in this case,

The leader of the Opposition devot-
ed considerable -time to what he call-
ed the inattention of the Government
to the interests of the farmers, but
he wisely refrained from getting down
to 'd;ﬂtails and pointing out wherein
the' inattention was exhibited.  He
favored the establishment of an -agri-
ciltural edilege, a project the Govern-
ment has under way and will have
in operation_ by the time there are a
sufficient numbper of pupils wanting
training. -The forests of the northern
distritts might be tapped by a Gov-
ernment railwvay and lumber made
cheaper—an enterprise which has al-
ready been begun by a railway com-
pany. Coal wds dear in some parts
of his constituency, This he thought
might be remedied by the Govern-
ment acquirmy voal areas to be oper-
ated if neecessary to regulate prices—
a proposzal which is by no means new
and which certainly did not originate
with the member for High River:
l‘eann}me Mr. Roberteon omifted -to
miention that the substantial sum of
ome million dollars was sperit last
year on roads and bridges through-
ofit the Province, @ matter of primary
interest to the. farmers of the Prov:
ince, and quite as much in line with
the business of a Government as the
building of railways or the operation
of ‘coal mines, and a specics of inat-
tention that is mot likely to send the
farmers up in arms against the Gov-
ernment. Nor are the legislators like-
ly to be worked into a frenzy over
the alleged affront offered them in
publishing the report of the beef com-
mission before théy had perused it.
The Commission was appointed by
fhe Government; the findings were of
supreme public interest, and a delay
in giving the resulis to the public
woudd no doubt have provoked louder

complaints froem. the Opposition mem-
bers than did the course pursued. The
Provineial telephone system Mr. Rob
ertson ‘“wanted ' placed under a Com-
mission—a- proposal invelving an ex-
pense neither warranted by the pres-
ent dimensions of the system no
called for by the publie * interests
The Opposition leader was displeased
because the Government had gone
cuteide the Provinee to secure men
gpecially qualified for certain posi
tions in the oivil service—an appea’
that efficiency bpe subserved te pre
judice which is, not likely to do much
harm to the Government nor . much
good to the - Opposition. He was
pained that the Address forecasted nc
new temperance legislation, but he
did not charge either that the legisla-
tion of last session was not heneficial
or that it had not-been well enforced.
There was the usual appeal to section-
alism, the assertion that the Govern:
ment were concentrating all the good
things of the Province in Central Al
berta and an indirect appeal to the
South to become insulted and rise in
wrath, Mr. Roberfson concluded with
the usual scriptural allusion to the
irdividual who sold his birthright fot
a mess of pottage, He assured the
legislators that had the Province thé
control of the coal lands the income
from royalties could be made to ex-
ceed the subsidy in lieu of lands; but
neglected to explain how this could
be accomplished and the price of coal
reduced at the same time,

Altogether, the speech of the
lzader of the Opposition is the best
assurance to the people of Alberta
of the excellence of their administra:
tion. That he omitted any opportun-
ity for criticism is not to be suppos-
ed; that he could find so little to cri-
ticize is exceedingly gratifying; that
the little he found was in minor mat-
ters rather than important lines of
public policy bespeaks the thorough
grasp which the Government have
displayed of their -apportunity to bet-
ter conditions in Alberta; and that he
did not venture to squarely oppose
the Government in the matters he cri-
ticized is his tribute to their sound-
ness of judgment.

A TIMELY AMENDMENT,

Alderman Armsirong proposes an
zmendment to the -city charter to
make city commiséioners dismisgible
on a majority vote of the coundil.
At present a commissioner can be re-
moved only for satisfactory. cause and
by the ‘votes of two-thrirds of the
members of the ecouncil.’” The amend-
ment does not of course propase to
interfere with the stipulation that
there must: be good- and - sufficient
ground for dismissal.

The proposed amendment is a move
toward making the commissioner body
more responsible to the people, whieh
may be taken with safety and which
will meet with very general approval.
At an earlier stage of the city’s 4i-
fairs when the commissioner system
was new and publiec and council alike
were unused to the broadened powers
conferred on the executive branch by
the city charter, there was a poasibil-
ity that a commissioner who took his
instructions directly from the charter
nright find himself in trouble for doing
what he considered the charter em-
powered him to do but what the coun-
cil thought lay beyond his powers,
Under such cénditions a straight ma-
jority vote might have been recorded
against a commissioner through mis-
understanding rather than because of
fault on his part. Perthaps it was as
well therefore that . in the earlier
years of the system the commission-

{ ers should be guarded against such

emergency, and given assurance to
take up with' confidence the duties as-
signed to them by the charter.

The necessity for such guaranty,
however, has now been removed. By
use the public, the council and the
commissioners have come to under-
stand the respective powers and dut-
ies of the two branches of the civic
administration. The boundary line of
authority is now pretty clearly defin-]
ed. Points which were by no means
clear in the earlier stages have been
settled by precedent, where not decid-
ed by interpretation. There is now
no danger of the commissioners suf-
fering through a misapprehension en
the part of the council as to the du-
ties which fall to them, Nor is there
danger of them falling victims to a
feeling that in discharging their du-
ties, they are encroaching on the pri-
vileges of the elective body.  The
safeguard may, therefore, be abandon-
ed with assurance that the aldermen
will not seize upon the opportunity to
unnecessarily interfere with the com-
missioners, and that the commission-
ers will not be hampered in their du-
ties by any unreasonable fear of dis-
missal,

On the othér hand, it is desirable
that the publi¢ servants should be
answerable to the representatives of
the people, as directly as the employ-
ees of a private concern to the man-
agement,  The government of the
city has been often comparad to the

[ directorate of a joint-stoek company,

the commissioners corresponding '~ to
the departmental managers, In such
concerns it is not considered neces-
sary that two-thirds of the directors
should be convinced of the inability
of an employee before he can be re-
placed. A simple majority of the
directors is considered sufficient to
rsquest his resignation. It is diffi-
cult to sec why there should bhe any
difference in the case of the commis-
sioners of the city,

THE ADVOCATE OF IRRESPON-
SIBLE GOVERNMENT.

The Manitoba Government has en-
caged the services of a highly-salar-
ied Commission to manage the newly
acquired ‘provineial telephone system,
and the Opposition advocate a simil-
ar luxury for Alberta. Whatever may
be found advisable in future it does
not require a telephone expert to see
the folly of loading down our present
telephone system with an expensive
board of managers, Yet if it is ever
found advisable to select a telephone
commission for Alberta it should be
a board of highly-salaried men. Ei-
ficiency is the first requirement of a
telephone system, and efficiency can
only be secured by having competent
men at the head of it. The Manitoba
Government are not subjéct to criti-
cism on account of the salaries they
are paying to the Commissioners,
provided they have secured men worth
the salaries; .and if Alberta: should
find it "desirable at any* time 'to ap-
point a Commission we too would
have to pay the price to get the
men, 'Meantime the system is-being
capably handled by a competént man-
ager under the supervision of the
Minister of*Public Works.

The ground on which the Opposition
urge the appointment of a telephone
Commission for this Provinece is that
the system might some day fall under
the control of a Government who
would utilize it for their political wel-
fare, rather than operate it for the
welfare of the public, that it would
be made to provide offices for Govern-
ment supporters regardless of wheth-
er or not they knew anything about
telephones, and thus ils efficiency
would be destroyed. As Mr. Robert-
son does not’averthat anything of
the kind exists under the ‘present
Government his arguinent may be
merely  a. foreboding of ywhat would
happen in the remote possibility of the
present -Administration being replaced
by ‘one under the leadership of the
honorable member for High River.

This is the argument commonly ad-)
vanced, for the establishment of com-|
missions; to. control public: utilities.
It'is urged that with these enterprises
under the management of meén depen-
dent for.their positions on votes, the
temptation is to engage as employees
men who have been siiceessful in: se-
curing votes rather than men who
are qualified by t.raining and experi-
ence -for the work to which they are
assigned. That the temptation exists
cannot be denied; that it has fre-
quently been yielded to is common
knowledge, and certainly the party
to which Mr, Robertson belongs is
admirably qualified to tell us of its
evils. The advent of that party to
power either at Ottawa or at one of
the provincial capitals in Canada has’
been follewed inevitably by the whole-
sale dismissal of men whose only of-
fence was that they were suspected of
being Liberals, and the offices filled
with gentlemen free from such taint,
and also very often free from any
suspicion of fitness for the duties per-
taining to the offices. The success of
the Whitney Government in Ontario
has been followed by the prostitution
of the public service of that province
to party purposes, and in this the
Whitney Government- hag only testi-
fied its through-going .loyalty to the
party traditions. It was only when
the Oppo’sition at Ottawa found them-
gelves an Opposition and likely to
remain so for an unlimited period
that they discovered the evils to which
the patronage system sometimes leads,
and it is not presuming on the pro-
babilities to suggest that Mr. Robert-
son would never have made the dis-
covery had he too not been in opposi-
tion and likely to remain there,

It is commonly assumed by the ad-
vocates of commission - government
that this expedient would free us
from the evil of an abuse.of patron-
age. That remains to be proven, for
the experiments so far tried have not
always and altogether. worked out
that way, It has been found quite
frequently that -a Commission can be
dominated by a party quite as effee-
tually as though the heads ' of the
party nominated the candidates for
vaeancies; it has been found that as
often as not the party which dominates
the Commission is the party in which
the electors have refused to place their
confidence; and it has been found quite
as often that a Commission when not
s0 dominated may establish a system
of its own quite as vicious as any that
is possible to an unscrupulous abuse
dent it must be irresponsible, If it is
of patronage and far less easily at-

{ tacked. Se far as cxperience goes we

havé yet no convincing evidence. that
commissions free us from liability to
the evils of the patronage system, and

we have splendid evidence that they|”

introduce us to a species of evils from
which the patronage gystem is free.

If 'a commission is to be indepen-
to. be absolutely free from political
control, it must be absolutely iree
free from the control of every politieal
party, It must be exempt alike frpm
dictation by the Government and {rom
intimidatién by the Opposition. | It
must be liable to, dismissal neither by
the Government' that created it no1
by any possible successor t¢ that Gov-
ernment, If either party. in office o1
out, holds the power to bend the will
must become merely an expensive
would become  merely an expensive
and cumbersome agency for the con-
tinuation of the patronage system.

The utmost that could be done tc
impose a check on a Commission free
from the control of any Government
would be to make the Commissioners
liable to the censure of the combined
parties in the House—or to so large a
majority in the House that only a
party alliance could dismiss them
from office, But any such remote
check must be hopelessly ineffective,
Any Commisison with ability to man-
age a public enterprise would possess
tact enough to avoid angering both
parties at once; and so long as only
one party “were angered, their posi-
tions would be secure. By currying
favor alternately with eithér party or
by consistently favoring one party,
the Commissioners could laugh at
their enemies and continue to draw
pay-cheques from the public treasury
for continuing a system they were
supposed to abolish,

Or a still worse evil might ensue.
Freed from apprehension of dismissal
so long as they maintained friendship
with one party in the House, the Com-
missioners could proceed to the dis
tribution of patronage as suited their
individual fancies or their ulterior in-
terests. For government patronage we
should have clique patronage, and gov-
ernment patronage at its worst is sever-
al degrees better than clique patronage
at its best. A popular upheaval, by
throwing a. Government from power,
can temporarily at least affect a rem-
edy for evils produted by an abuse
of the present system. But no se-
ries of pupular upheavals and no rise
and fall ,of parties could  frce  the
country from the evils of a patronage
distributed amongitheir favorites by
men who held pofitions beyond -the
reach of the clectiﬁr,' and ‘maintained
them by, cultivating the friefdship of
a handful of the popular representa-
tives.

Under the present system the ser-
vants of the people are chosen by the
representatives of the people, who an-
swer to the people:for the conduct of
their appointees. 'Under the Commis-
sion system, the servants of the peo-
ple would be chosen by a body over
whom the people would have no ef-
fective control, upon whose <¢onduct
they could pass no effective censure
and against whose abuse of power
they could have no effective remedy.
The issue is between responsible and
irresponsible government.. It is in
every way fitting that the Oppositions
both at Edmonton and at Ottawa
should place themselves in open hos-
tility to the principle of government
of the people by the people, and ac-
cording to the wishes of the people,
and should declare their attachmenty
to the.cause of government of the
people by the place-holders regardless
of the wishes of the people. In so
doing they are maintaining the most
cherished tradition of their party that
the people should never be entrusted
with a power that can be kept in the
hands of an irresponsible body.

SOUTH HURON.

The Liberal candidate was elected
in the bye-election in South Huron,
Ont., on Wednesday, having turned a
Consgervative majority of 111 into a
Liberal majority of 134. The result
is a fair criterion of the trend of pub-
lic opinion in that Province, for
while the constituency was represent-
ed by a Liberal for many years, it
returned an Opposition member by

the substantial majority mentionedat

the first general election after the re-
distribution of 1903. In so far, there-
fore; as the re-distribution may  be
supposed to have affected the riding,
it did so for the worse—from the Lib-
eral point of view, As Mr, Gunn,
though an estimable and highly re-
spectable gentleman, was. not an out-
standing figure politically, his elee-
tion was rather an- indication of the
normal complexion of the re-arranged
constituency than a victory of a poli-
tical leader in a doubtful riding.
That Mr, McLean has been able to
swing the majority so decisively the
other way is'a signal mark of his abil-
ity and a promise that very effective
public work may be expected from
him at Ottawa. But his victory can-
not be -altogether explained on the
grounds of personal ability, for the

issue  of the! contest as reflected in

the newspapers was the Dbusiness re-
cord of the Government against the
mud-slinging tactics of the - Opposi-
tion. The result can be construed
only as an approval of Government
poliey and a repudiation of Opposition
tactics; and coming from a consti-
tueney whose political complexion
was by no means certain both the ap-
proval and the.repudiation are the
more significant. The moral -of
South Huron is that unsupported
slander cannot aptagonize a normally
well-informed ():{nadiuu constituency
against a Gn(tex\rgdom of known ability
and integrity Nor does it strain the
political vigion to detect the corre-
sponding myral that the wages 'of
slander is po)‘i‘ticnl death,
KEEPING\POSTED.

A timely innovation at the city hall
is the presentatiop’ of financial state-
ments each week showing the record
for the week on both current and
capital accounts. The current ac-
count sheet shows the expenditures
classified under the headings bills
payable, city hall, debenture interest,
engineer’s department, E. L.-and P.
iepartment, finance, fire department,
health department, interest, market,
police. and . license, power house,
pound, revenue, stores and works de-
partment, telephone department, wat-
ar department, etc. The capital ac-
count sheet is itemized to show the
expenditures for bills payable, E. L.

| and P, construction, fire department

improvements, il)terest, incinerator,
local | improvements, pavings, street
railway, sewer construction, telephone
construction, water construction, ete.
Three columns on each sheect, show
respectively the amounts- previously
paid on each item during the finan-
cial year, the amounts of the present
accounts and the totals, At the bot-
tom of each sheet is shown the total
cash receipts of the week, the total
disbursements and the bank balance
in respect of the account. A glance
at the sheets thns shows the alderman
at a glance what the city has paid
out during the ye¢ar on any item in
gither the current or capital account,
Copies of each statement are deliver-
ed to each alderman for inspection
and record: If the members of the
eouncil .of 1908 are not continuously
and: fully informed ¢n theé financial
affairs of the city the fault will cer-
tainly not be-that they have not the
information at hdnd in very conveni-
ent form, - The credit. for this much
nceded innovation belongs to Mayor
McDougall.

COAL LANDS THAT YIELD NO
REVENUE.

The Minister of Public Works drew
attention on Tuesday to the enormous
area of coal lands within the Prov-
ince which are exempt from yielding
government revenue, That the area
is great is generally well known, but
how great may. not have been clearly
realized. Of the total of one million
tons of coal mined in the Province
last year two-thirds yielded no royalty
to the Government, This amount was
mined on lands alienated by the for-
mer Federal Government under con-
ditions which permit no royalty to be
collected from the oufput. However
great may be the production of those
mines the treasury of neither the Pro-
vince nor the Dominion benefits one
cent. Nor does the proportion for last
year appear to be abnormal. Consid-
ering the loeation of the mines now
open, and the areas of Hudson Bay
lands, railway lands, and other lands
disposed of in the days when surface
rights carried also coal rights, it is
not an unreasonable estimate that not
more than one half the coal lands of
the Province are subject to royalties
on the output.

On the one-third of the output on
which royalties were paid last year
the .total revenue of the Federal Gov-
ernment would be about $30,000, for
which princely sum we are thereiore
to understand the Oppositions both
at Ottawa and Edmonton ask us to
forego the cash subsidy of a half mil-
lion dollars annually, which we now
receive in return for our public lands.
The coal lands, it must be remember-
ad, are necessarily the most produe-
tive part of the public domain.. The
homestead lands can only be adminis-
tered at a loss. Land sales cannot
be made a source of revenue in a
country where lancd is being given
away, and where the difficulties of
bringing land under cultivation are
recognized as equivalent -to. a fair
price for caltivated Tand. More, the
immigration policy is an  essential
part of the settlement policy, and its
cost must be borne by the Gowvern-
ment most concerned in the = settle-
ment of the lands. ‘The immigration
policy means an annual expenditure,
not of thousands but of millions to
the Dominion government. The whole
operation of administering and set-
tling the public lands aside from the
coal lands must result therefore in
an enormous deficit annuaily, a defic-
it now borne by the Dominion, but
which would be borne by the Prov-
ince if we undertook to administer the

lands in accord with the notion of
our friends opposite. And against
that deficit we would have only the
returns from  the coal lands—now
amounting to the sum of $30,000 per
year. Clearly if anybody got a bad
bargain in the Autonomy Act it was
not the Provinee of Alberta,

It is asserted by our iriends oppo-
site that the royalties from the whole
coal output of the Province ' would
some day equal the subsidy received
in lieu of lands, and perhaps exceed
it. But the.point is that there never
can be royalties collected on the
whole ‘coal output, and Probably never
on more than half the whole output.
The critics saw to that when they
were in power. So generous were
their notions of the deserts of their
party friends and corporation allies
that the resource which might have
vielded revenue to us was cut in two
and one half made non-revenue pro-
ducing forever. If therefore we would
be better situated -in future with roy-
alties from the coal preducts of the
Province than with the cash subsidies
we shall receive, the credit for our
loss lies at the door of the gentlemen
who made it impossible for any gov-
ernment to collect royalties from a
great part of these coal produects,
And the -difference between the
amount which a royalty on the whole
output would have yielded and the
cash subsidy is one item of ‘the price
we paid for having our affairs admin-
istered on the principles, and by the
practices of the Opposition, The cash
subsidy is an allowance made us by
the present Federal Government in

snsideration of the wrongs done us

+ the preceding Government., Had

€y not depleted our resources, we
rould have received either the roy-
alty from the whole coal output of
the Province or a fair cash equivalent
from the Federal treasury. Our
friends are caught in the net of their
own laying. In power they placed
half our coal resources out of business
as revenue producers; in opposition
they urge that we be forced to derive
our revenue from those resources, or
left without revenue. The present
Government recognized that as it was
a Dominion Government that despoil-
ed our resources, the Dominion should
make restitution to us for them. If
the Opposition . consider . the restitu-
tion insufficient they should propose
to-buy back the coal lands they alien-
ated, and present us with the whole
unimpaired coal resources of the Pro-
vinee, unhampered' by a restriction
that any portion shall not be subject
to royalties, Meantinie we decline re-
spectfully but firmfy ' e, suld-Lyioka
ed inte accepting what coal lands the
former Government failed to exempt
from royalties in place of a cash sub-
sidy that appears to be a very, very
liberal equivalent,

PROHIBITORY LEGISLATION.

A ‘prohibitory law that does mnot
prohibit is several degrees worse than
a license law that does prohibit to the
extent to which it is intended to pro-
hibit; for the reason that a law which
is violated with impunity brings all

law into contempt and breeds general

lawlessness and disorder in the State. |

A prohibitory law can only prohibit
when backed by approving and vigil-
ant public opinion. - The law against
murder is effective only because an
overwhelming majority of the people
are .opposed to murder and readily
lend their assistance to the apprehen-
gion of the murderer, Similarly a
law prohibiting the manufacture and
sale of intoxicating ligquors can only
be enforeced when the people -want it
enforced and are prepared to assist
in enforcing it.

There is no reason to believe that
public opinion in this Province to-
day is strongly in favor of prohibitory
legislation or that the public gener-
ally would exert themselves to secure
the enforcement of such law, A legis-
lature that would place such law on
the statuté books would therefore
only be imposing on the Government
an impossible task in ‘the present state
of public opinion; and by passing a
law that could not be enforced would
invite public disregard for their legis-
lation generally,

While it is desirable that a Govern-
ment and a Legislature be leaders -of
public opinion rather -than laggards
in the march of social progress;- the
administration of a Governnient and
the legislation of a Parliament can
not and should not run teo much in
advance of public opinion. In demo-
cratic countries, the peonle rule and
have a right to rule, and no Govern-
ment and no Legislature, however
well-intentioned, is entitled to throt-
tle the wishes of the people in order
to govern according to their own opin-
ions, however strongly they may be
convinced of the correctness of those
opinions, It is the privilege of the
members alike of a Government and
a Legislature to advocate their opin-
ions as strongly as they may deem
wise, but it is not their priyilege to
impose those views upon the public

in the form of laws.against the publie
wish.

To those who are concerned in miti-
gating the evils of intemperance, and
who believe that these would be per-
manently removed by the enforce-
ment of prohibitory legislation, the
course of prudence. is not to advocate
the enactment of such legislation be-
fore it can be enforced, but to culti-
vate a public opinion that would en-
sure the enforcement of the legisla-
tion if passed. A law is nothing in
itself, the enforcement of law is every-
thing; and a Government cannot en-
force @ law and has no right to try
to do so when the public do not want
it enforced. Prohibitory legislation
can be easily secured once public
opinion guarantees that it. would be
enforced. TUntil that time a legisla-
ture would be encroaching on public
right, would be doing a real injury
to the cause of temperance, and would
be inciting the public disregard for
law in trying to .force such measure
on the Province.

CURRENT COMMENT.

Industrial Canada, while admitting
that the French treaty opens a new
door to Canadian producers, says it
may ‘“hit”’ certain Canadian indus-
trial enterprises. Well an enterprise
that cannot stand being “hit’”’ by the
cumpetition of goods shipped across
the Atlantic ocean has mighty poor
reason for claiming the privilege of
“hitting” the public for the price to
keep itself going.

The Mail and Empire ‘argues that
because some British immigrants in
Canada find conditions not all that
they expected and write to the papers
at home about it, that immigration
from the Old Land will be retarded.
Meantime the Mail and Empire might
observe that immigration from the
Old Land is growing every. vear, both
numerically and in proportion to the

SEED GRAIN.

It is gsatisfactory to know that the
Western Provincial Governments are
co-operating with the Departmemt of
the Interior to secure a plentiful sup-
ply of seed grain in all parts of the
West,  The task confronting the Gov-
ernments is believed to be not the
importation of seed grain, but the
distribution of the seed in the coun-
try. While in some sections there. is
a shortage of grain suitable for seced,
in other districts there is a surplus
and taken altogether there is prob-
ably- enough seed in the West for all
L requirements if it yere equitably, dis-
tributed. Obviously the time to deal
with the diffieulty is to deal with it
before this. grain has been exported.
To do this, information must be se-
cured, and speedily secured, o the
conditions in every portion of the
country. This done, the distribution
of the seed available can be uunder-
taken systematically. - Tt has “been
suggested that in some - cases ad-

vances, either ¢f geed or of the price
of seed, may have to be made -to
farmers not in position to pay for
their whole requirements at once, If
so, it should be kept clearly and per-
sistently before the world that the
advances are loans and not gifts, The
farmers of the West do not require
and do not ask that seed or anything
else be given ‘them for nothing. Were
financial econditions
would in practically every casze be

normal  they

able to sccure the loans necessary on
the security of their property alone.
But conditions are nct normal, and
the farmer of the West: experiences
exactly the same difficulty as the
manufacturer or merchant of  the
East in borrowing money and no
more. But the important point is
that during the coming months many
farmers must secure loans or the equi-
valent of loans, or else the country
and every interfst in it must suffer.
Loans advanced to farmers under
such circumstances are by no means
favors extended to a class as against
other classes, but an expedient to con-
serve the interests of the whole coun-
try by seouring the welfare of the
industry upon which the intérests of
the whole country depend.

MORE AMERICAN JINGOISM.

Seattle Alderman Thinks Japs Are
Trying to Control Water Supply.

Seattle, Jan. 22—Counecilman James
Conway has asked the city couneil to
investigate the- alarming reports sent
out from White River villa, between
Seattle and Tacoma regarding the ac-
tions of the Japanese. Robert Bridg-
es, former state land commissioner,
wlio owns a iarm at Orillia, says the
Japanesc are making determined ef-
forts to get possession of évery ranch
between. Seattle and Tacomah, and
that they are all armed with rifles
and that many secret meetings have
been held at night. Signal lights are
kept burning all night long. Council-
man Conway thought that the Jap-
anese are seemingly quiet,and believes
the situation well worthy of investiga-
tion. The big water mains from Cedar
River that supply Seattle with water
pass through White River valley, and
they could cut off the city’s water sup-
ply without the least trouble. Therc
are two hundred Japanese living in

the valley, whiCh is one of the richest
dairy districts in the state.
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and the governm: )f
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Federal Control in States.

Furthermore, the States ¢
of the Louisiana purchase g
ed their own lands, though advoc
of provincial control +
contending they did.
ever, in joining the co
stipulated ‘that thep
their ownr lands, i
was granted them for various reasd

In.the minds of some of th
Tion, Mr. Telfer continue
ed an-idea that the fed
ment was now giving
lands to their friends.
show tlre incorrectnes:
Turning to statistics, he s
in the 18 years when th Conser
tives were in power at Ottawa th
was turned over to corporations
little .over 31,000,000 acres of la
On the other haund, only 8,000,0¢0 !
been disposed of during the 11 ye
the Liberals have- been in power.

The sales of land for setilem
during the Conscrvative regi
amounted to something over 2,000,
acres, he continued During the p
11. years 20,000,000- acres. had b
sald for settlement.. (Applause.) 1
earlier government dealt with
colonization compaunies in their sal
imposing .on them' some  settlems
duties in return for cheap lands.
these, said the member for ed
only ‘nine brought in any s
all—=1,342 settlers in all, and 17 of 1
companies ‘are booked as bringing
none at all.

Lands Under Conservatives.

“The present fcderal government
accused of giving timber limits aw
to.friends. 1 desire to state tru
fully that these are not given
friends, but are insteal sold to t
highest bidders. In this connzcti
the earlier government dealt with 7
000 square miles, for which it receiv
$127.000, or $4.31 per-mile. Th
sent. government, up to thi
have sold 4,500 square niles,
which they were paid $267,229, or §
per mile.

“The comparison goes to show thl
the Liberal government got 15 tim
as much per square mile as
government did. Of
grants 46 were made to parties scar
ly disinterested. They included
members at Ottawa, 5 senators,
members of provincial assemblies a1
18 political workers. I can say nc
with conviction that every transfer
the government of today can be su
stantiated and backed as a busine
transaction.” (Applause.)

W. F. Puffer Speaks.

W. F. Puffer, the member for L
combe, on rising to reply, was greet
with applause. He congratulated n
only the mover and seconder of t}
address upon their capable speeche
but also the leader of the oppositig
and his colleague upon the manner
which they handled their side of t}
question. He desired, however,
take exception to one statement of tk
leader of the opposition—that i
which he denounced any measure (
diréct taxation. = He furtner recalle
that during last session this hon
able member had raised no protést a
the small measure of direct taxatio
proposed at that time.

A tax had then be.n placed - ©
railways and corporations to meet th
case of thousands who lived outsid
the provinces but contributed nothin
to it, even while deriving large ® r
venues from the country. Ther
had bveen also a very light tax pls
on residents of Alberta in settlem
outside of organized school dis
The people on whom this
posed did not contribut
venue in any other way, wl
same time they received ¢ 1
vantages from’ the province by sen
ing their children into schools of ©
ganized sehool distriets, to whichtl
contributed nothing. Iurther,
light tax mostly fell upon the spe

or holding land from settlement
upon the actual settl
organize school
arrival.

All' the money realized from this t
was devoted to the purpose of spr
ing educational facilitics throt
the province, and it was
by the framersz of th
it was onc of the best
equalizing the burdens
carry.

g To Raise Contention.

Mr. Puffer also sc
son in a calm but very
for his remarks on the
public buildings, thus, t
ther intentionally or not, t
north of this provinc
south. This matter he
settled at the confer
1905, when it was




