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{'such & diseussion.. ltds
)| Company is

 of op- |

rtunizm, Amd it must be remem-
Love r. Borden's case that but

rt.

”Howevor it is undeniable that the
suddenness of M: Borden’s conversien

sensational. It
was only a few months ago when, Te-
turning from England, he said in his
m.utu apeech:

“The House of Ceamens last session
mid down a certain policy touching
naval defence in which both political
yarties united. It may not have satis-
fled the aspiretions of ail Conserva-
tives, but it seemed our Bounden duty |
to place if possible above the limits of
partisan strife a question so vital and
far-reaghing, and to aftain the stand-
anrd which has for many years govern-
ed both political partieg In Great Brit-
ain with respect to foveign relations.
How the present Admimstration will
work out the policy to wmctcxml have
alluded remains to be seen. e gov-
erning ntlnclph at least should control

2 '-not:a end in themselves, any more
' { than games. are; both alike, in
i quntny:uddmmmem

fence.” g
However, as we hsv;. said, )lr.

mtwhonmmw it has heen

~from 'a wrong pelicy to ome nearer

right. And we belleve that Ms. Berden
was nearer right six months ago thin
he.is to-day. But he would mamuy
rather bewvr than be ﬂﬂt.

i
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THE COST OF LIVING

Dr. Marvey C. Wiley, Chief of the
Bureau of Chemisiry in the Depart-
ment of Agricglture st W:

ashington,
‘has MMMﬁMmeﬁ
& ahead

Lving. Just go as you have
been doing; - ¢at the same gort of breud |
as ‘your have been'éating, if you went
to, emly cut the amount down za hailf, |
and make up the deficit in your stom-
&ch with more cereals, canned meats
2nd camned vegetables. Dr. Wiley has

‘prepared & bill of fare for esie day for

umw:h- ‘mmmmw

ter, 10 cents. Here b
uieals for a day for a femily of six at
& total cost of $1.25,

majority o¢f peopie drop the more ox-
pengive foods in faver of the chemper,
those provisions which are now cheap
will promptly rise in price owing to the
increased consumption. ' The boycott
against meat across the border reduced
the price of meat in some degree, but
it caused a correspending increase in
the pﬂmmmwm-&m
substitutes for meat.

The real solution of the problem les

in a. larger preduction of foodstuffs. :

We must enlarge eur farming asrea,
apply scientific prineiples to farmng
and adapt ourselves as Best we can

to conditfons, while undergeing the
appears to be
‘Whenver

esm
tbefmbtmﬂkethmmh'

cheap. When the growsr has been in-
active or the elements have falled to
smile, the market is thimpned and
Pptices expand. The demand afd prices
neturally are regulated largely by the
supply. The former has excedéed the
latter. If more is produced the cost
of foodstuffs would probably decrease.
This is a problem for governments as
well as for the individual -

ter the fashion of the Railway Com-

¢ | marks imply a critical attitude,

| service in Canada, it will meet all the

judicial. p\u'mn _should “ bec: ,
velved in a contreversy ‘Wwith one of
the parties before court.“No par-
ticular good cam ympished by
rident that the
~dn its course
‘and, we believe, is. convinced of the
‘natleootuaeue It is also evident
‘thait the majority of telephone users
are conyinced that they are heing
treated  arbitrarily and unjustly. Iz
the clreumstances the need would seem
to be for some official enquiry ‘and ac-
tion, father than for endles discussion
of doubtful  profit, This ‘dispuite i8 a
msitter for expert enguiry and legisia-
tion based thereon, or for formal ar-
kitration. Several months ago The Sun
declared its eon/ that the omly
wtisfactor ent of the difficulty
F{ay efther in "the appointment of an au-
thoritative and informed ecommission
to mediate between provincial = public
1 utility éorperations and the people, af-

miseion, or:in the establishment of &
system of arbifration such as has bheeu
adopted by the federal govermment in
its legislation = against combines.
Kvents since then have served to
strengthen thig opinion and to remove
any doubt that may have existed of
the provincial government’s duty to
take immediate action in the matter
both{in the interests of the public and
of the men whoese money is invested
in this impertant enterprise,

THE GAME OF POLITICS

If there is some truth in. the tradi-,
tional eritieismn that Englishmen take
their pleasures seriously, they have at:
‘any rate a distinct and happy gift of
getting a good deal of pleasure out of
rt.lmlr mast serifous preoccupations, re-
| marks the Londen Times. Self-govern-
ment may be fairly claimed to be a
natural growth in English soil; and
for the very reason that it springs
spontaneously and vigorously, its ex-
ereise is not incompatible with a large
1 ameunt eof hearty recreation. Thougn
the ‘‘party game” 1is an expresgion
with a slightly depreciatory signific-
ance, British games and the Britisa
mmuvemmtheimumol
deal in comumaen oa ctheir better. side;
and the 7 is mever more appar-
ent than at the time of a general elea-
tion in this country, as well as in the
O1d. D-.lte the  gradual growth of
 more complex party relationships, the
whole  tradition of our pelitics is stil}
to reduce the tangle of disputed ques-
tions to a direct struggle between two
opposing sides; and of all the games
which are based on ‘the same funda-
. mentaxﬁmmm“mcumm an -

analegy to the alternations of offize.
and opposition—of being “in" an®‘out’
i —an the game of cricket. . Politics ars

L

in their |

| to.a healthy national life. That is, of
| course, if they are played fairly an3.
{ honestly. = And here, if anywhere, is
't where the analogy falls down. Fair
play i&. the essence of ordinary sport;
btu, ‘while te most politicians, politics
'hmoreorlmanmethe hies of
aport unfortunately does not control
the players as it should.

600D ADVICE FOR'THE I.C. R

It the Toronto Star is in receipt of
] " 'patronage,‘and valueés
1 it, we extend it herewith a friendly
' ﬁm For, while The Star finds in
thg,recamy reported surplus on the
| Intercolonial an evidence of good man- |
| agement, it ventures to suggest that
this surplus sheuld be used ‘for the ex-
m and betterment of the road. As
the present management contemplates
mm improvement The Star's re-
and
criticiem, under this regime, is tabooed.
First thing The Star knows it will be
j et off the patronage list and left to|
perish miserably.
b mw«n&mw&:w-m
| picayune policy.of retrenchment, ‘ The |
Star’s advice is sound and progressive.
“The ﬂme has coma;” it says, “for ex-
| tending the usefulness of the govern-
ment road. The momey which it yields,
and much mére, should go baeck into
th> enterpriie. ‘Branch lines should be
| Acquired in accerdance with the poliey
- of the government annpunced this year.
‘The roadbed and bridges should be put |
in shape for heavy trains. Im other
‘words, the rnd. which has been great-’
lyfmtwndmcecomlngunderamb-
_eral regime, should be given the same
“chance to succeed as the directmtel
‘of private companies afford their own
enterprises ,theugh the Jatter labor
\mﬁc the disadvantage eof heing ex-
pected to.pay dividemds. If the Inter-
colonial malkes both ends meet, apart
from expenditures on capital account, !
anduthnnmeﬁmemmebm

- primary requirements of a government.
' road. . The Star believes that to give |
such ‘service it might well be extended
to the ‘Geeorgian Bay.™

These sugsestions are almost verha-
| tima”the same as those for which The |
‘Sun has been cast Into outer darkness. !
' We are sorry for The Star. It is a|gan
good newspaper and deserves a hetter:
fate.

-

CIVIC FINANCES

] "h&t the ordinary civic. cxp.nditures
have beefi kept within the revenue:
 that for publie works of & permanent
nature, chargeable to capital,’ bonds
, amounting to §131,908 have been issued,
increasing the funded debt to $5,883,735;
that the annual tax for interest char~
| ges, outside of the school debt, is $322,-
| 878—these facts, together with a strong
| recommnendation for cauticn and econ-
omy; ;om the gist of the City M‘-
'S annual aht-ment of “@t. |
John's finances. T
While it is gratifying to m ‘that
| business ‘principles prevail to the ex-
tent ‘thet “the Wts in nuﬂ}
every department characteristic of re-
eent years Bave Been done away with,
this. favourable portion of the state-
_ment iz hardly sufficient to balance the
:;: facts of wl‘eﬂ dabt,
expe and a pro-
lﬁrymtquee - Feor a aity
where pepulation and values: are grow-
ing rapidly, these things may be ob-
. bably increased ta¥ rate. In & city
Jekn as it is te-day, it is evident that |
either some determined economies must+
be effected, or some decisive and pro-
duetive effort for civic " development
made.  Probably beth are needed, and |
wes believe both can be a.ocomplhhed

Tbtn m mnll m bung ovor
past extrav.
‘have pﬂad«ub our ao&twaa :
dor us.  We had to- Fave the West-

néw ferry steemer, the
echools, and all that. And there are
other similar thlnu, notably perman-
{:Jnturoeu. that we must have,  Bat

a fture of the ety
'there 48 room torco-ﬁdeublm
without detriment
vice.  In increa civic salaries and
wages alone, for instance, the Council
this year hax.added about as much to
our annual expendifure as the interest
cost of thée Loch Lomond extension.
Under prudent management muchr can .
ibe saved in the ordinary work of run-
‘ning the Gity. ¢

But even with the most careful dir-
ection there is smail hope of effecting
sny substantial decrease of expendi-
[ture in. these days of growing public
demands and inéreasing cost of almost
every item of individual, jndustrial, or
civie existence. The bést hope for the

e wharves, the Loch Tomond ex- |

ere is no doubt that in the ordipary |’

o the public ser-

pepulation and taxable values

sponsible and autheritative

city is'to endeavor to decx‘ease the bur-
den of'debt and taxation per ¢apita by
taking active meastres to incx.'“’lemvet

a

this- can be done we are confident.

Even without effort our industrial and

commercial . condition is improving

tt.eaxhly, and with vigorous measures
fa improve conditions and to advertise

broadcast our great natural advan-
tages as a manufacturing and distri-
puting centre there is’ no' doubt that
large and profitable advances:can he
made. The question facing St. John
is one confronting almost every busi-
man in the country. It is impossible in

.this growing time .to keep expenses

down  to the level of ten or even two
years ago, The main problem is to ex-
tend the business area and increase the

revenue.

GOVERNMENT BY COMM ISSION

The experlence of American  ecities
Which have adopted the  commission
system of government does not bear
out the theoretical objection that thfs

system is apt to weaken public interest

in municipal affairs and prejudicially
affect the communal spirit so essential
to  efficient administration.  Instead
of weakening public spirit it has had
quite ' a contrary influence. It has
greatly stimulatsd interest in civie ac-
tivities and its success in those com-

. munities that have adopted the com-

raission form of government has creat-
ed the desire in many other cities to
have it introduced. NMNaet only this, but
the original system proposed and -es-
tablished in" Galvéston has been im-
proved in its later editions, especially
that 6f Des Moines, which has attract-
ed partieular attention thmughout the
Urited States.

Among the last to adapt government
by comniission is Colorado Springs,
whose new charter attempts to combine .
the best elements of the Galveston and
Des Moines plans. It places all legis-
| lative, ‘executive ‘and judicial functions
tn ‘the hands of five men elected.at
iarge for terms of four years, but adds .
 to the Towa ‘provisions for the @irect
‘€xpreasion of popular will in the Ini-
tiative, ‘recall and referendum, strong
| corellating power in the hands of the
mayor as in the Texancitles. Under
the Jowan plan, the mayor is the pre-
siding officer 'and “head of the depart-
ment of public affairs,” but has no
power of veto and no pewer of ap-
pointment greater than that of h\ col-
reagues. Although he is given power
of supervision, ‘no method of making
it effectusz] has been provided, and in
¢comnsequence it has been practically ig-
nored.

Under the Ceolorado Springs charter,
the mayer oecupuad a much more re—
poc&m
He will eppoinall municipal employ-
ees; other than the city clerk ana un-

skilled: workmen, ‘subject in certain’

cases to the recommendation of the
| head of the department concerned, and
in the case of the city selicitor, to the

approval of twe members of the coun- |

eil. He may removée any employe and
velo any ordinance making an appre-
priation. His power of supervision is
made real over all the civic depart-
ments. He is required to have all the
accounts aullited at least yearly by an
accountant responsible to him and may
appoiftt experts to enquire into the con-
duet of any department, -~ Failure or
réfusal on the part of any efficer or

employe to exhibit books or papers to [

thé mayor forms ground for remeval.
These extensive:  powers have been
granted because it was thought neces-
sary to have one man lmmediately re-
clency of the civic administration, a
principle ‘which ‘is ‘at the Dbasis of all
seund business management and which
must win ‘mere recognition in mun.'l-
cipal affairs.

O

I.C. R. FINANCES

present &ystem of Inmtercolonial mar-
agement refer§ to this year's surpivs
‘as & remarkable change from ‘“‘an al-
| most unbroken series of deficits.”

‘As a matter of fact, the I. C. R. has
shown eight surpluses and only four
. deficits during the last twelve years of
Liberal administration. Under Mr,
Blal¥'s regime a profit of $62,645 was
shown in 1898-9, $120,667 in 1960, $19,882
fn 1901-02; and $127,670 in mz-ua The
two following years of Interregnum

 after Mr. Blair's resignation brought |

beavy deficits. Then under Mr, Em-
merson’s administration surpluses bes.

again,  1905-6 brought $61,915
pmﬁt 1906-7, $218,189,and 1907-8, for only

a part of whith Mr. Emmerson was |

responsible, $16,123, ~ Then came last
ear with a new minister and a gen-
. -eral election and another big deficit.
| The current year provides the eighth
; gurplus in twelve’ years.

e

PRACTICAL CHURCH UNION

During the past few years we have |

heard :a very great deal abetit church
-union. Separate ecclesiastical institu-
tions have been officially united. Doc-
tors of divinity have‘met in solemn and
harmonious ' conclave and have at-
| tempted not without success to write

| compromising confessions of  faith.

But in spite of all this union activity
 thére has been but  little apparent
-change in the local instituuonal situ-
siion:

The men whe—lud and the men who
follow, -the clergy and the laity realize
fully. the foolishnes of the present diwi-
¢ither get out ef the ministry or en-
dure the inoreasing - limitations = of
denominationalism, while laymen wise-
ly wag their heads and intimate that
if they had their way matters would
mend speedily,

But loeal  churches do . mot unite
simply because officials effect a  de-
nominational merger.  They feel no
| practical incentive for union. Ncitheg

do churches agree to work and wor-,

' Britain's
_Hmited at present By the length of her

challouaatthunfenuh ‘to  him.
He will respect and support a church
.. Tegpect the

laws which mmdenhpm ot
human pernsonality. '

As the churches discover the louy ol
attempting to force dead dogmas unon
unwilling minds -and ‘the 'wisdom ' of
attempting. intelligently to lead  men.
in the development  of a réligious life.
they will get pearer to man's uoa tn&
nearer to one another. :

This simultaneous’ evangelistic m.m
paign is a very good beginninig.

-

THE PARTIES AND THE NAVY:

The Conservative opposition;, or at
least that section for which Mr. R. L.
Borden is able to speak with authority,
have joined issue with the ‘govern-
ment’s naval policy ‘on twe main
points—Canadian control’ and C&na-
dian construction.. They demand that
in the event of any war in which Eng-
land js engaged the Canadian fleet.
shall pass automatically under the:
control of ‘the British Admiralty and
that an immediate cash ‘contribution.
amounting to the cest of two Dread-
noughts shall be given to the British'
government. They also ask for a
plebiscite before any permanent scheme
is entered upon, but ‘this is an evasion'
rather tHan a declaration of policy.

Mr. Borden apparéntly endedvors to
convey the impresssion that in retain-
ing for Canada the right to order her
own sailors and ships into active ser-
‘vice the government is declaring a
new.and dangerous prineiple. The con-
trary is the case. ’The principle was
distinetly affrmed before -Contedera-
tion and has always governed the ad-
minigtration of our land milféis. Moere
than thet; the principle his been con-
sistently practical, even ‘to ‘the peint’

‘in time of .war in the face of a direct’
invitation from the War Office. During
the ‘Seudan campaign Canada was in--
vited to send troops. to co-operate with '
British forces on that struggle, and
the government of Sir John A. Mac-
.donald, whose Imperial loyalty has
never been questioned, distinctly re-
fused, answering that Canada could
not see her way  clear at the time to
¢omply. - In reétaining the same local |
control over Canada’s naval" milmn.,

the present government is omly acting
upon  a time-homered prinéiple— the
prineiple upon which the British Em-
pire is founded and Has grown-—and
is following the line of precedent’ that
is-steadily broadenid§ down toward a
condition ot ‘completé national inde-
pendence within: a. league of free and
friendly commonwealths under the
British flag: Ro- involve the
privilege: of responsible self-govern-
ment with regard to eur navy is mno
more subservisive 'of - Imperial unity
than our present practice of adminis-
tering our land forces. To- abandon it

in ou -/ regard would logieally invaive

its abandonment in the other,

The demand for ap immediate cash
contribution to the British navy is as
sound as is the cdntention upon which
it is founded—that England is in im«
minent danger from: German aggres-
sion and is financidlly unable to cope
with her = competitor in the war of

ents, - But en these points most
will prefer to- aceept - the omphtﬂc
contradiction of those who are respon-
sible for - England’'s honor and safety.
i During the late political campaign Mr,
Am&th gave the following explicit and
emphatic answer to = these panic-
mongers:— #

“Let me say once  for
I speak with full deliberation, and
_after careful and prolonged imquiry—
that the navy today is ‘able to’ main-
tain, not only this year, but’ in the

‘ | years that lie before us, our supremacy
One enthusiastic advocate of the |

at ‘sea, and should the necessity arise
—which God forbid—to guarantee: the
_integrity of our shores, the protection
of our commerce, the inviclability of
our Empire.”

That is without any consideration eof

~10Z S} §1 05 "0P JYS[Ur BPRUED FRyM
»lowing table compued by ‘the Navy

-ifig “comparison between Britain’s and
Germany’s Dreadnoughts ‘under con-
“struction and providea for:
Number of Dreadnoughts complete
by March 31 in—
1909 1910 1911 1912
Great Britain. .. .. 5 0113 .20
Germany.. .. « nil 4 9 18
At any date up to and including the
critical time of March 21, 1912, the
British supremacy in. ships: of . the
Dreadnought class is marked, and in
1#12 it becomes unquestionable, - In-
stead of the comparative strength of
Britain’s navy going ‘behind; it is in-

| creasing,  for apsrt from the  Dread-

nought class Britain’s supremacy in
smaller ~ships’ is overwhelming And
this without Canada’s aid:

Anether point which the direct con-
tribution advocates ignore is the fact,
as The Sun has potntéd out before, that
naval programme s  not

purse nor the cdpacity of her ship-
. yards, but by her stefesmen’s ides of
the ‘needs of the imternational situa-
tion. . Their plans are fully laid for'
at least two yeawrs ‘ahead. If Canade
shouid give a couple of Dreadnoughts

cash. price-of these; it would probably

' not “mean the construction of more
 ships, but simply the applieation of
- Canada’s money to those already under |
construction er ordered. So that Brit- e

ain’s fighting strength would” nét  be

| increased by such .a contribution.

Canada’s present naval pelley is well
founded on these facts. England is not
a2 decadent mation,panting before her

foes. She does not ask nor need char-
ity. If war should come—g  just war,

endangering the htetrity "of the Em-
M knows that the total of Cen-
es in nmx dnd*money are

. pro=
sctively
uding

h‘t for
for the perman-

WY now. And she is

nhnn!a: for other . thing: than war—

making hergelf réady to take hér place

in the equel partnérship that will be
the ]mmlro Of ‘tomorrow, . :

-

IISHO? CASEY'S LETTER

The pastoral’ letter ot the Bishop of
St. John read yesterday in all the
Cathelic churches contains & message

of -withholding assistance -to England |

all—and |

" League . Annual “setting forth a strik-|

now, or, as Mr. Borden sugwests, the | :
ol | this" connection, to the best of its

Maottbodnm“pce The letter is a
- fair and full answer to the charge
t th mts:h is out of touch with
mmmmmot the day. Ths
i!aﬁ very réal #nd very
" plaiil 'words of the

mf,ﬁng to bé desired in

W ‘of direct tnd dxscriminating

!mom Hla Lordship expressas the
healthy sentiment of the whole c¢om-
munity when He condemns umspar.ngly
/the man who for the sake of gain de-
liberately tempts men into Hhabits cf
drunkenness.  We may believe tlat
there are few men who have become S0
depraved, but the Bishop Speaks with
fine discernment when he picturss the
- @ifffculty which attends the man who
would deal in intoxicants in a way
that will be without grave injury to
his fellowmen.  ‘Whatever the busi-

.}-mess may be made under ideal man-

agenient]’ the MNetter statés no more
than the. plain facts about its easy
poeibumes of evil.

The letter will be read with intere:t
by /hosts -of people who recognize ‘the
peculiar power of the Church in any
movement of moral and social reform.
It does not voice any radical method
of reform, but it does most plainly ‘n.
dicate sthe evils that must be res.sted
and the wrongs that must be rigated.
It is important that there. shou'd he
the recognition of a common foe. That
is the first step in successful fighting.

own wun.pona in' & common cause.
I That reasonableness is daily strength-
éning the alllance against the ev. s of
thg day. Any one who is familiar with
the modern temperance  movement
knows that no more suecessful work
kag been done than that aecomplished
by the Catholic church. Men who are
intereated ' In the weilfare of the con:-
munity will. accept the. pastoral- lettar
of yesterday as an indication tha: the
full force of the Bishop's strength and
influence is to be spent in a vigorous and
aggresaive campaign against drunzea-
ness and the cause of drunkenness.

- -

LAURIER AND THE WPIRE

The -independent Conaerva.tive Tor-
onto . ' World, while not approving . in’
toto the Liberal naval policy; strongly
deprecates the action of the Conserva-
tives in endeavoring to make a party
issue of this Imperial affair, antQl. gives
8ir Wilfrid Laurier warm' credit  for
taking the initiative in the great work
of Imperial defense. The' great faect
| of the situation, says The World, is
tha.t “@ Liberal party and a Liberal
zovermnent,‘ under & prime minister
who was . French-Canadian by  birth,
had boldly taken the initiative of creat-

sen'ung a more,or less anited front in
 this respoct Angd all the more because
- this same Liberal party had at times
been more or-less identified with look-
ing to ‘Washington, had at first opposed
sending troops to South Africa, and

party.

“The Liberals can claim that they
held to their commitment by the joint
resolution of a year ago; t.he’y WiIT cer-
tainly charge their - opponents with
abandoning it. ‘And as for the French
province of Qnebec. it sails out to the

Etmqt;,wlth Aflying . eolors as the most

determined province in the whole Do-
minion to go to the dztenae of the Brlt—
1Ph mmre. 4 it

. "It was an unusual smtacla :lg‘can-
‘adian politics. = The ‘outstanding faect
is, that the party voiltics hawe more
j.or less now got into the discussion,
Ca.na.da. is rapidly moving in the diree-
tion of assuming a portién of her re-

-sponsibilities. to the Bmpire, and that

:she is" doing this under the Liberal
party.”

A en; DITABLE STATEMENT

The. 50th ®nnual statement of the
London Mutual Fire Instrance Com-
pany of Toronto is impressive. Last
year a substantial operating profit was
shown and -general financial condi-
tion strengthemed, The Company has

oW a surplus of nearly $516,000, which
i with reserve and. its ecapitable stock

; provides a security of $941,797.51 for its

policy holders.

_ THE SUN AND THE LC. R
Questioned in the House of Commons

on Friday last regarding the state-
ment made recently by Dr. Black, M.

| P. for Hants, N. 'S., that Intercolonial

patronage had been withdrawn' from''a
Liberal newspaper because it had eriti-
¢ised the Board of Management, the
Minister of Railways, while apparently
admitting the truth of the statement,
denied that politics had any influence
in the matter, explained the incidemt
by declaring that ‘“‘a newspaper in the
east’” had been conducting a campaign
of misrepresentation against the Board
and the I. C. R. in general. “Some of
the statements,” 'said Mr. Graham,
“were absolutely ‘unfair and untrue,
and in my private capacity I would
not give my best, friend business if he
started out to state what was not
true.” ;4

The Sun 'is one ‘“mewspaper in the
East” that ‘has been deprived of Inter-
colonial business because it has ven-
tured to criticise the presemt systemn

' of management, and. we deny most

"emphatically thet- this- paper hag in

| any way misrepreseated facts or made

statements other than fzir and true in

knowledge and belief.

‘We have, moresver, had beth verbal
and . written  communications from
mbers: of the Board-—the latter al-
ways marked “Private and Confiden-

| tial’—bluntly describing the Intercol-

onisl business as ‘‘patronage,” reaf-
firming the old peolitical deectrime that
only . supporters -of the government
have any claim on patronage and as-

gserting that in criticising the govern-
ment’s Intercolonial policy The Sun had

m future father then for an imagin- |

Ea.ch Jman must be left free to use his

ing a Canadian navy for the defense of |
the Empire and of Canada, and of pre--

‘enth year there.

placed sitself outside the' party pale.
In' these comimunications the  peint
raised was, not ‘that The Sun had mis-
represented the Board, but that it hal
criticised the government; mnot that

the Board was withholding buginess {

from a paper which had treated it un-
‘fairly, but that the_ politicians wera
{vena]l:i.q; a. paper ' whicH hdd ‘dared

11o disagree with their views,

We leave ‘the reconciliation of those
contradictory contentions to the Min-
ister and his Board, whom they most
concern, The intent was the same m
either case; and so was the result,
The purpose was to force or to bribe
The Sun to change its attitude toward
the Intercolonial management. But,
though The Sun wants all the business
it can get—Intercolonial business us
well as any other—we do not compete
for it on this basis.

We know Mr. Graham well enough
to acquit him of any unfair intention
in the statement quoted above. We
havé no doubt that he believes that
The Sun has criticised his Board un-
truthfully. But we have good reason
for complaint in that his belief is not
well. founded. He has, withont per-

sCnal enquiry into the ruz:3, taken the 4

word of prejudiced men. Mr, Graham
knows nothing -directly of the present
condition of the Intercolonial, of. the
working of the present system or the
public and political situation in men-
eral In the Maritime Proyinces. His
one visit here was hurried and neces-
sarily perfunctory. His informatior in
all Intercolonfal matters, and particu-
larly in the matter affecting The Sun,
comes through the men whose obvious
interest it is to ‘conceal as far as pos-
sible any evidence of mismanagemenst
and to misrepresent the attitude of
papers whose criticisms have pricked
their vanity and aroused their resent-
ment. '

The Sun has most thoroughly he-
Heved in the justice of its contention
that the policy of the Board of Man-
agement, as so far displayed, is not
in the best interests of the I. C. R. or
of the Maritime Provinces; that the
system of management comprising the
Board is cumbersome, expensive, and
ineffective, and that the active mem-
bers of the Board are men ignorant of
and unsympathetic with Maritime con-
ditions and unfitted by training and
by temperament to handle the situa-
tion in the publi¢ interests. It is quite
‘possible that the members ~ of "tHe

| Board themselves do not agree Wwith

this opinion. It is natural that they
should be angry at any person or paper
expressing tivis opinion. And it is pos~
sible that they may consider such éx-
pressions unfair. But we challenge
them, . individually or colleetively, “to
point to any statement ever made by
The Sun that they can. brané as un-
true or .Jmisrepresgntative.

Take the

instance. The ' Sun’s . demand for. a

public investigation on the ground’that |

there was reason to . helieve. that . a

faulty train despatching system and

a_ shortage of night operaters. might
nave been in a méasure responsible rar
the disaster, was the main cause of
the Board's anger. But what was the
result? The inguiry was held, and in
spite of the fact that important wit-
nesses; notably the ‘chief = tirain de-
spatcher =~ at Moncton, mysteriously
failed to attend, the jury brought in
‘a verdict justifying The Sun’s contén-
ticns. | Mr: Brady:has ecalled this ‘in-
vestigation a - “burlesque;””. which, we
presume, is a sample of what he and
his fellow members, consider fair
criticism,

We are sorry that Mr. Gra.ha.m has
taken the attitude that he has with
reference to The Sun. It is the only

| thing we regret during the whole con-

troversy. His - stateraent in thts re-
gard is out of ha,rmony witl ,h;,sq con-
sistent record fotr fairness and modera-
tion. As we have said, it is only ex-
plainable on the ground that he -has
accépted. without gquestion the ques-
tionable statements of personally pre-

judiced men. In justice he should ex- |

had never posed as t.he auper-loyal "amlhe further inte the affair, and if

ie does, he will revise his views. We

believe also that if he would investi- |

gate personally thce operation of the
present system of Intercolopial man-
agement as affecting both public and
political interests in the Maritime Pro-

| vinces he would radically’ change the
system, as well as the gflcial person- |

nel of the road.
i

The Harbor Light

The god of night awakens
To guard the pass of day;
Pale eyed beneath, the setting sun ..
Peers out across the bay, é
And sees the sailors bringing .
Bounties from the sea,
As they row back with singing,
Coming home from sea..

Across the tideés of night time
It bars the blackened sky,
As, guided through the driving night,’
A shadow ship draws by, :
And, when the dawn is breaking,
It beholds again
The fisher folk a-making
Out to sea again, :
—Douglas Roberts, in the Febhruary
Canadian Magazine.

Modern Faving

(Glasgow Mail.)
One. of the best loved clergy in the
Church of England is the Rev. A. H.

| Stanton, curate of St. Alban’s, Holborn.

He' is. popularly called “Father Stan-
ton,” and -has been curate of Alban's
from the time of its opening in" 1862,
and has just completed his forty-sev-
He is fortunate in
having ' the gift humeor.
best stories concerns a church in . a

| sluma district, where he was preaching

about the present-day social conditions
among.the rich. Warming to his sub-

- ject, he kept hig audience in rapt at-

tention. “I tell 'you, my friends,” he
said, “that, figuratively  speaking, the
road to perdition i® paved ‘with flowers

' and diamonds = and ‘moter-cars.”’ Fle

paused,. and fromx the. back ’ eof ‘'the
chugehi'there came a’soft voice, quite
audible in the sflénce; “Oh. death where
is thy sting !

His Smile Came on' :

(Circle Magazine.)
In’ a Pennsylvania town, where the

.

Friends abound, a prime old Quaker

spinster Trecently attended  the wmar-
riage of her grand-neéphew, a yeung
person who had in the course of his

-twenty-ene years rgceived /much- dis-

cipline at her hands,

The old lady was at her best on
this festive occasion, and, at a pause
in the wedding breakfast; the happy
bridegroom looked over at her with a
beguiling smile.

“Pell, us ' why thee¢ ' never married,
Aunt Patience 77 he 'said, teasingly.

“That is soon told, William, " said
the old Quakeress, calmly. “It was
becuse I was not as easily pleased
as thy wife way.”

Nash’s  Creek wreck tor.

 to ‘tsy them
One of his|

- Him.
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18 Carloads of New

Barrels for Them

STR. CENTREVILLE

1t Is Understood That There
" is No Insurance on Little

Coaster

DIGBY, Feb. 8.—Bighteen carloads of
new barrels, seven thousand in count,
began to arrive im Digby this week to
be forwarded to  Fredericton, where
they will be filled with potatoes for
shipment to theé Havana market via
$t. John. The second consifFnment
went forward by S.S. Yarmouth yes-
terday, The empties are from'the barrel
factory at Port William.

It is understood that there is no in-
surance on the lNttle coasting steamer
Centreville, before reported ashore at
the Trout Cove breakwater. Her keel
¥s gone and the houges washed off, but
the hull ¢an be repaired if the attempt
now being made to fivat the vessel is
successful. All the general cargo was
taken from the Cenmtreville. without
damage.

Chief Bowles returned from . Yar-
mouth to-day bringing with him the
three tramps arrested in that town on
suspicion of being implicated in.three
burglaries in Digby, viz., breaking and
entering the Bonnell summer residence,
the Osborne summer  residence, and
taking a sum of money from _Lhe re-
sidence of Rose Smalle.

BOSTON STEMLS
o1, JOHN SHIP3

Cuban Line Decides to Cut
; Out This

; Port

BOSTON, Feb, 8.—The St, John ‘and
Boston afid Cuba Steamship Line,
which since last October has béen op-
erating monthly sallings from -Boston
to Havana wia St. John, will in future
run .its boats direct from Boston to
Havana. The line was opened last fajl
for the purpose of providing New. Eng-
rah( ureccrants with g direct route for
goods to Cuba in place of the previoug
route via New York, which entails
transhipment at that point. The call
‘at St. John was originally made for thg
purpose of filling the ships until New
England merchants became educated
to the new route and a profitable carge
-could bo secured from this pm alane

BADLY GRIPPLED - WITH LAME
B

o

Could Not Walk Straight

Very few cases can cause you a8
much pain as a Lame Back. Sitting
down in torture—getting up  pretty
nearly kills you—walking ‘is agony.
Even when you lie in bed, that nagging
pain Reeps up its ache, ache, ache—and
when you roll over or try to get up
again, well, it brings tears to your eyes.

Mr. Mackenzie, an old resident of

| Elmsdale, Nova Scotia, knows what it

is to have a Lame Back—and he knows,
too, what to take to cure it, and be
free of pain and suffering.

.“I was badly crippled up wlth p&lns

| across the small of my back. I.could
L not walk straight or lie comfortably in
| any position that I ‘wotlld place myself.

r

‘T was recommended fo try Cfin Pills;

;whlch I did, 'and T received imrnediate

relief after taking four doses,-and by
the time the first box of Gin CP . was
ﬁnishe(i they had made a ‘e PR
- eure.
“1 ean with pleasure recommend Gin
Pﬁls to any person troubled as T was.”
GEO. M. MacKENZIE.
Gin Pills cure’ Lame Back because
they eure the Kidneys. Lame Back is

-just “another namie for Sick Kidneys.

Hard work and old age st iih "and’
weaken the kidneys. These important
organs need’ help, and the acute pain
in the back 18 a sign that they are be-
ing overworked. .

Give your kidneys the help they need.
‘Get Gin Pills. and take them mhr!y
In a yery short time, you will be free
of .pain, the kidneys will have gained
new strength, and-the Bladder be in
excellent -~ condition. , (Dealers - every-
where have Gin Pills at 50c. a box—8

| for $2.50.

We don’t ask you tao buy Gln Pills, but
at our expensé and only
‘buy them after they have proved their
value.

Sample box sent to your. address, ab-
solutely free of charge, 'if you write the
National Drug & Chem. Co., Limited,
Dept. B.N., Toronte.

AT ST, STEPHEN'S.

In St, Stephen’s Group, the meeting
was addressed by Rev. Mr. Hutchins,
with Mr. Howard Hare leading the
singing.: The meeting was largely at-
tended and the clergymen in the group
are confident of having large meetings
each evening during the campaign.

Rev. Gordon Dickie conducted the
services and with him on the platform
were - Rev.’ James Crisp, Rev. L. A.
Mcl.éan, and Rev, 8. W. Anthony.

Mr." Hutchins spoke on the parable
of the Prodigal Son. It was natural,
he said, that the son should seek his
father, and as God was the father of
all mankind, it was natural that man
should seek God. Some were alwaye
with God, while others fell away from
it was those who had fallen
away that the campaign hoped . to
reach, ard this could only be dene by
the hearty co-operation of everyone
present. The personal workers would
play a very important part in the
campaign and upon them was me"d
the duty of seeking out those who were

living in sin and bringing them to God,
The meeting closed with prayer W
Rev. 8. W. Anthony,
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