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wmember for Georgetowss, o ved hot Uniouist, g their
teader, thusshowing (heir leanings to the Confedevation
Schiemo ? - With regard to what my hou. colleagus
{My. Dunpean) has said of my connection with the
Tenant League, I may tell him that I am not now in
this Hunse through the influence of that body, though
wany of its members voied for me. It s true that I
ab first supported the Tepants in their demands, but ¥
tad afterwards eause to disapprove of many of their
acts.  The hou. member’s vambling allusions o wmy
cunvass and election in Belfast have not very much
woight,  He cleavly expected to carey sll Helfast
Before him, bat failed in the aticmpt,

My, BRECKEN —In the explanation which I gave
of the probable cause of the delay in issuing the Writs
for the General Election, T mervely staled that, in wmy
opnion, that delay was cccasioued by a desézje,an_ the
pavt of the Jale Government to postpone the Blections
until something wore detiaite was known on the sub-
ject of Condederation; but I did not wish to convey
the impression that they were waiting in order to sell
their country. Even if disposed to take such action
on Confederation, they would fivst huve bad (o submit
it to the Legislatare; and I thevefove do not see that
they were in a position o act as traitors, even were
thoy so incliwed. Much, My, Chalvman, has boen said
about the Opposition’s having chusen the hon.member
for Georgetown, (Mr. Haviland) who is a Coufeder-
ate, us their leader, but I eannot thiuk it consisient in
the hon. member for Beliast to condewn them for
doing so when the party ef which he is a mewmber
offeved the highest honor in this House which they
could counfer npon the same Confederate gentleman,
namely, the Speaker’s Chair, And has not the Govern-
ment of which he i a member appoiuted 2 gentleman
whe s a strong Coufederate to the most lucrative

office in theiv gift? That gentleman has since lost his
Election, and L any sorry that such is the case. The
Queen'’s Princer has always been a eredit to the House
and I would not have the slightest objection to seeing
bim now on the floor, for [ have always respected him,
strongly though he has denounced the policy of the
Uonservative party: I counsider that the Liberal party
—if such a party exists—acted vightly in appointing
Mr. Whelan; I ‘mevely objeet to the inconsistency of
hon. mewbers who made that appointment, now
finding fuult with the Oppesition for selecting their
ablest und must experienced wember as Leader, even
though he be a Coufederate.

Hon. Mr. DAVIES —The houn. member who has
just spoken considevs thar T csnnot, with any degrae
of consistency. approve of Mr. Whelan's appointment
as Queen’s Printer, and vet condemu the Opposition
fuor choesing the hon. member for Georgetown (Mr.
Haviland) as their Leader. It is well-known that My,
Whelan had strong elaims upon the Liberal party.
He ran his election, was returned, and then applied
for the Priutership; but, before that office was given
him, he renounced his former opinions in favor of
Confederation, and promised to oppose the measure in
the House, if again elected. 1t appears, however,
that, on his refurningto bis eonstituents. they were
not satisfied with his promise, and rejected him; and,
1 am proud, as a politician, they did so, though I my-
‘seif believe that, had My, Whelan been again returned,
he wonld have opposed Confoderation. Butthe case is
different in regard to Mr. Haviland. The Opposition
have chosen him unpledged, and he will stili support
Coutederation.

My. BRECEKEN.~I am sorry, Mr. Chaivman, that
Mr. Whelan is not present. I have slwavs had too
high an opinion of ihat gentleman to think that he
would sell himself and his opiuions for an office, and,
if ho were now in the Heuse, he would not, L think.

thank the hen. member whe has just sat dewn, for
the character wiich he has given him, thaf of & poli-
tical kireling. I have never geen his abundonment of
his opinions, and I do not think sueh was ever made.

The hon. membor thinks there is a vast difference
Detwoen the appointment of My, Whelan and that of My,

Iaviland. 1 he objecis to the Opposition being led
by the latler gontleman, why was he so anxious to
place him in the Speaker’s Chair? If he is bent upon
betraying the interests of his native country, was that
the rewsard te give him,~inake him first Commoner of
the land? [ believe Mr. Whelan i8 a3 much a Con-
federate us ever, and he was placed in office by the
present cosipesite Government, for that is its character,
There ore in it fragments of the old Liberal party,
soms of the Tenaut League element I believe, and
some Conservatives. The position of the present hon.
Leader of the Opposition is before the country. He
is, we know, a staunch Confederate; and, since his
avowal of his opluions ou this matier, ie has been
returned by his coustituents. Regarding the delay in
the Electious, Mp. Chairman, as I said before, I do not
think that the Couservative party delayed them, in
order to sell the people, or that they had the power or
inclination to do so.” Burely the House of Assembly
that passed the “ No terms Resolution ” would not be
willing to sell the country. There was, I thiuk, as
much integrity inthe laie House, as in the present one;
and I cousider it vight that the Elections were
delayed, in order that the people might be better
informed upou the subject of Cenfederation, and the
wishes of the Imperial Government.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL.—I did not, Mr.
Chairman, thisk that the Tenant League aud Confed- -
eration would be brought up for discussion, when I
moved the clausenow under consideration.  Nothing
of the sort was mentioned in the clause; and, In
moving it, I merely stated that no blame was ecast
upon the late Government, as they were probably able
to give good reasons for their acts. It was reported
that the late Government desived to sacrifice the Island
on the altar of Confederation, and thevefore delayed the
dissolution of the Assembly; but, as a proof that this
could not be the case, Inlluded fo the fact that the houn.
members opposite, for Belfast and Murray Havbor,
both strong auli-Confederates, were in the Executive
up to and after the time at which the dissolution would
ordinarily have taken place. But, if the dissolution
was delayed to enable the peopie te obiain moro
information on Confederation, that they might thoreiy
form a mors correct opinion en the subjeet, T am
willing to concede the wisdom of the delay. Regurd-
ing the case of the hon. Leader of the Opposition, and
that of the present Qusan’s Printer, I eonsider thag, if
any person thinks proper to cover his views on a
subject, and to say that he will not press them upon
the attention of the House, I am perfecily at liberty
te accept him as an officer, either of the Government
er of this House. I Iook npon the hon. member for
Geergetown as pledged not to support Confederation,
until he shall again appeal to his constitnents on the

subject. 1t was not at all unpariiamentary for the
Government to offer him the Speaker's ehair.

Inthe
British Parliament, the Speaker is choseu simply with

eegard to his merits, leaving his political opinions out
of the question; and whyv could not we do the same?
The hon. membaer for Charlottetown also siated that he
believed that the dissolution of the laté House was

g

Contederation. It was probably of advantage o the
people,that,at the time theBlections took place,the gues-
tion, in allii{s bearings, and sl its fulness, should be be-
fore them, giving thern an opporthnity of forming their
own opinions on the matter, and taking these opiuions
a8 5 guide for thelr actions:; and I consider that no

robably delayed, in order to afford time to receive
eapatehes from the Home Government onthe subject of



