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place on the constitutional debate. I was
was prevented from replying to the hon.
Attorney General (who spoke up to the
hour we had decided upon to de-ide,) and
several other members who had dealt very
lrely with tme in the course of that debate.
But inmedeately after the division was taken,
and the hon. member fromi Pictou moved his
amendment, I occupied the attention of the
house for an hour and a half in answering
the arguments of gentlemen supporting the
Governinent, and placing my political 'views
before the country on questions of public
policy. To this hour, Sir, not a journal in
the city, (the Lritish Colonist excepted,)
ever alluded to the fact of my having spoken
at all. Mter returning to the Country, and
fmnding that the speech did not appear in its
proper place in the Farliamentary reports, I
addressed a note to Mr. Nugent, and also a
gentleman supposed to conduct the Halif'x
Sun, informing them of that fact, and that
Mr. Otto Weeks,junr., had in his hands a
correct report of the speech in question, and
requesting them to publish it, whichreceived
no attention.' Now, Sir, in the report of
yesterday, the hon. and learned member for
Annapolis is made to say:

" Sir. in the action of the Executive there
is an exhibition of moral Sampson, slightless
and shon of his strength-supported only

.by braggadocia."

No such observation was made. He said
thiat the Attorney General was the Delilah
who had shorn their moral Sampson of the
Maine Law of its locks and left it powerless.
The Hon. Ur. Johnston is made to say that
the Government exerted their powers so far
against the Maine Law that some of their
supporters -were , so disgusted that they
would not appear to support the final pas-
sing of the bill. :Uo did not sa anything
of the kind, but charged the overnment
with having prevented their supporters from
couâting their support.

Not only is the speech of the hon. At-
torney General prund.of the strongest ex-
pressions and points mwhich it was thought
inconvenient to let go to the-country, but as
I have before said it is incorrect as to fact,
That gentleman is made to say i reply to
Mr. Johnston-" The hon. learned gen-
tleman.taunts us about not sustaining the
Municipal Incorporation Bil," when we all
know he said nothing of the kind, as Mr.
Johnston had not named the subject at all.
I shallnot refer:-to'-the petition oi the; talk
from, the, Editor -of, the $un, conlaiing
that their;reports have been 'withiefd frbm
that journal, contrary ,to :the. contrat, but
will dealwifh wrhat when it :conies uý I

'feel assured"tlhatI will-besustained b .fiisg
hcduse iteiifòrcing, tb faithftd ard~i:iiai

the withdrâwal of the grant made for that
purpose.

I havemade these remarks that measures
may be taken to ensure the strictest impar-
tiality and accuracy in the repo.its.

I will now, Sir, address myself to the sub-
ject more immediately under consideration,
and in the outset beg leave to offer my
acknowledgements to the hon. and learned
Attorney General for- having last session
constituted me "leader of the opposition."
For that I am to him under the most pro-
found obligations-but stili more so that
yesterday lie should have by abreath relieved
me of the onerous duties and responsibilities
attached to that leadership. The policy of
his course is well understood, he has sought
to distract the attention of inembers of the
opposition from thé consideration of The
proposition before it by this matter of à-
purely personal character. But, there was
one sentiment lie expressedto which Iheartly
assent; in speaking of the opposition that
hon. andlearned member said-

"'But sir, whatever banners they may
own as their standard, whoever the leader
under whom they may act, the moving prin
ciple, the guiding impulse, will still be the
saine."

Yes, the'opposition are ranged under one
banner and animated by one guiding impulse.
They are seeking to relieve the country from
its present embarrassed position; théy are
aiming at the establishmen't'and perpetua-
tion of prindiplesw of'fax greater moment
than any question of a mere personal char-'
acter. Sir, no man envies the'honi anti
learned Attorney General,-fdr myself" -I
would infinitely prefer being fhe lasfj'int
in the tail of the oppositionthen remain 'he
ñominal leader of the govèé-nument no 'uffeéri
ence,---prostrate beforé this house," wihf
bended-knee, begging fxöi a despotiô mùai-
ter leave to continue td exist: (Laughing
ai4d applause.)' Sir,' I'n ivell undeistand'
the feelings under whidhl the speech 'of thé
hon. and "learn'd üierinber -'rom Amapolis
was-aéliverèd yesterday; for I have studied
his character well. Hé, unlike some othe
hon. gentlémn;is not nerved an- animated
by the - conèdiousness of powër,-no "eiiid&
tions of swellingpfide iudiihinuto'tramle
undor foot évery kindred 'feeling-bf;'it:is
when a' principle is' to' be' onfendWd 'for
against fearful oddsthat 'he tbubklés"n 'hi'
armor, and sprin t:the- fight- nrved by
the dictatés ofu. But éfe ked by
nunberé ' and di ihnt û sition he
exhibits those gefierons ana dýèiiobi hWo .
tions w hÔ tul dietid
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