
PARLIAMENTABY DEBATES.

ACT 0? INCORPORATIoN.
Mr. JAMES MCDONALD asked leave to intro-

duce an act to incorporate the Pictou Steam
Ferry Boat Company.

Hon. Mr. McFARLANE enquired if the reso-
lution of the House, requiring that all private
bille should pay $.0 each, had been cemplied
with.

Mr. McDONALD doubted if the bill was of a
private character; it alluded to a great public
work.

The bil was not received.

POSTAL MATTERS.

Hon. Pnov. SEc'Y. laid on the table the Report
of the Postmaster General, along with other pa-
pers ofthe Postal department.

He read a statement from which it appears
that the number of post offices remain the same
as in 1863, namnely, 73; w ay offices have increa-
sed by 20, the number being 240; no post or
way office in existence in 1862 vas closed in
1863. Six rides have been added, and seven
have been extended, the whole number being
212. The cost of carriage of mails has been
$89,802 40; the number of miles tran lied, 971,-
688, exhibiting an increase of travel of 11,644;
19,304 registered letters have been received, of
which 9 have been missing; number of newspi-
pers carried, 3,644,822, showing an increase of
93,656; letters transmitted, 1,467,720, whilst
those in 1862 only amounted to 1,886,773; re-
venue from stamps, $42,344.36, exceeding the
aumber sold in 1862 by $5.538 31. The gross
revenue fromiall sources is 56,508 23; after de-
4ucting dead letters and other services, the net
revenue is $48,174.71, being an increase of $3,-
074 for the year. The total disbursements
amount to $70,389,80, being an screasp of $2,-
083 36. In consequence, however, of the in-
crease of revenue, this deßlciency ls about $1000
lese than in 1862. The increase ln the disburse-
maents was cansed mainly by carrying out the
instructions of the Post Office Committee report
of last year, and some additional expenditure in
connection with clerks.

Two clerks, it appears, had been obliged dur-
ing the year to leave in consequence of their
*ye sight being seriously impaired, which cr-
eumstance was connected with some increase of
expenditure. The number of dead letters was
14,600. Seven additional money-order offices
lad been established, in compliance vith the
order of the Post Office Committee. The money
.order system had been extended to Canada and
OGeat Britain, and was found to work satisfac-
torily. The commissions on money orders
aneunted to $364 74. The report is up to the
end of September, 1863.

The papers were referred to the Poit Office
Comsmittee.

ENtQUXY.
luI answer to an enquiry of Mr. Locke,. Hon.

Prov..Sec'y stated that it was represented to the
hovernment that by an expenditure of £6, and
* change in thesstuation of a certain way-office
in Shelburne county, a very great convenience
would beconferred upon the inhabitants in that
soction. The matter was referred to the 1Post-

qgaster General, and subsequently adopted.

Mr. Locxis was understond to complain thast
the whole matter had been done without the
knowledge of the members of the county.

Hon. Pacov. SEc'y. said that he could point
to many cases where the late governme* had
acted without consulting the Post Office Com-
mitte or anybody else. He could bring to the
House the evidence that the leader of the late
government had gone into a certain County and
put on a nee route vithout any consultation
with the members.

Mr. ARcmAnLD said that it made no differ-
ence what was the amount, if the pri ciple was
wrong.

Hon. PRov. SEc said that he was quite
ready to bring down all the papers which would
show that the Government was justified in tak-
ing the course it did. .

Mr. LONGLET said that he knew by-experi.
ence what must be the feelings of the memi
for Shelburne. Although the circumstani.,
might be such as to vindicate the course of the
Government, yet he could not but believe that
the present case was analogous to some w ich
he had heard the hon. Provincial Secretary him:
self condemn.

QOvERNOa' ySECRETART.

Hon. Paov. SEc., by command of Hie Excel-
lency the Admainstrator of the Governmene. laid
before the House a Despatch Dated 10th, Decr.,
1868, from the Administrator of the Government
to the Colonial Secretary enclosing a minute of
the Executive Council relative to the salary of
the Private Secretary of the Lieut. Governor
-also the Colonial Secretary's reply thereto,
dated 9th January, 1864.

(his Excellency states that it bas been deci-
ded by the members of Governament to withdraw
the Falary of the Private Secretary of the Lieut.-
Governor froin the Estimates, though lie does
not see how the Lieut. Governor can perform
bis duties without such Secretary. The Execu-
tive Council in their minute state that the salary
of' the Lieut. Governor .i fixed. by the
Civil List at £3000 sterling, that the pub-
lic roins at Government , House are fur-
nished frem the revenues of the Colony,
and that a vote of £200 additional is generally
passed every year to defray ie expenses of
fuel and light They alao atate that the further
appropriation by special vote of £200 sterling
fo the salary of the Private Secretary of the
Lient. Governor is always the subject ofacrimo-
nious discussion in the Assembly, and, they do
not propose to subm i iln the estimates after
the term et office of the present Lieut. Gavera-
or has expired. The Colonial Secretary in his
despatch oft 9h Jan'y,.1864, regrets that the
Executive Council have taken a course which
will either deprive the Lieut. Governor of a
Private Secretary, or else effect a diminution in

is salary. He tinka, however, that they may
have beenled to do this b' a misapprehensiou,
supposing that a Secretary was merely' required
by the Lt. Governor for private purposes,
wereas ho is necessary to him from his publi
position.)
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