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What the
Has Done

Single Tax
for Vancouver

By L. D- TAYLOR, Mayor of Vancouver

F
ROM those who have gained their 
knowledge of the question by actual 
contact with iU working out. come 
the warme.-t commendation» of the 
•ingle tax system. Vancouver and 

Edmonton are the outstanding ca«e» that 
come to mind every time civic legislatures 
in the West open a discussion of the quev 
tion and it is interesting to know a hat the 
people of these cities think of their exper­
iments lu the art»* le which follows 
written by the mayor of the coast city, 
there is no trace of hesitancy or doubt in 
the expression of satisfaction in the work­
ing out of the single tax there. In Van­
couver it ha» been stated in these columns 
before, the entire elimination of assessment 
of improvements was reached only by a 
gradual reduction. In Edmonton the 
same plan is being followed, as indicated 
in a letter to 'the commissioner of the 
Saskatoon board of trade to whom Mayor 
Taylor's article was also sent in reply to 
inquiry Edmonton's assessor-collector 
writes that he is at present too busy to 
go fully intu their plan, but take» time to 

*>*«->* hiAihnuga mn! whew 
the added territory will come in for ita 
full municipal taxes in IIM3 very likely we 
• ill throw overboard our business and in­
come assessments and assess the land only. 
This is the drift of public opinion now." 
The article nritten by Mayor Taylor, of 
Vancouver, who. by the way. is proprietor 
of the Vancouver World, is a» follow*

The taxing of the “ unearned increment" 
—a term used to express the increase in 
land values uninfluenced by the «-Hurts 
of the owner—no longer is an experiment 
la Vancouver. Fifteen years ago the city 
govern no- nt concluded to encourage build­
ing by reducing the improvement tax flfty 
per cent The effect was immediate 
lluge buildings began to rise up where 
•hacks had stood.

In iMM.Sne n result of the sucres» of 
the Aral experiment, an additional de­
crease of per cent was made in the 
Improvement tee At owe building 
•pemtions showed another startling in­
crease that when compared with the in­
creases shown in the statistics of other 
•flies was wholly out of proportion to the 
tocc»OXg ef papulation

At the beginning uf this rear it was 
dr* i«lc«l to eliminate the bu.l-linf 
altogether, and in consequence 
las s as adopted in its en It* «rt y

From the beginning the cities ef the 
Canadian West have taken the initiative 
In promoting the single tax policy by put­
ting it intu actual operation while other 
municipal governments have nut reached 
hey end the theoretical Vancouver's poli­
cy of valuing land at full capital value 
•nd improvements at only Ally per rent . 
thereby taxing buildings only half as much 
as wles, net » i i*trd long before I be 
•ingle tee lenders bad begun tbeir cam­
paign ef education I bn I today reaches 
•round I be a odd And as» validée fury 
•as this flrst experiment that when the 
further redm « » |o tWeWl I
•as made so ne to lax the capital value of 
improvements only one quarter ns much 
as «slew. the apposition sea so small aa 
to be senrrdy worth taking into ecronnt 
The lest step taken—the adoption of the 
tingle tax in it* entirety — has placed 
Va neon «re in the unique pswstion of being 
the only nly ef mrtNyJitM wee on the 
continent In have dec ted a memrspnl

Ei era mml on a single tax pUlb-rm 
menton le the only other t aead.se 
Cnnndmn city in nh*h the single lax 

•> stem has been adopted oithoel free#, 
ration And there the an me immrdrnte 
rfect has been Ml

That angle tax » at tract, sg the alien- 
lien of rrwnom—ti end municipal govern­
menta evrrynhrrv is demonstrated by the 
large number ml letters that r«ne into lb# 
Mayor's wflbre daily inquiring ns |u the 
•nrrem «I the •'Vancouver ex pert meat." 
• bob indeed no longer may be regarded 
as an experiment at ad. since the ongle 
Ux bad resulted m each a mpsd upbuilding 
ef the city that no one r 
lend owners, have any desire to return 
In the non progressive fermer echeme uf 
taxation

The lend •••era. as e matter el Iwl. 
receive greater beneflts from the angle 
tax than even the boddeev a» I bud-bwg 
owner* ib*«n*et« ea. for ehsle the tax on 
Improvement* ha* hoen sbolnbr L the

ling In*

land tax has not been increased, and «till 
remains twenty-two mill* on the dollar, 
just whal it to U-fore the single tax was 
adopted. With the tax remaining the 
same, whether a »ite i* improve.! or uniro- 
proxed, it i* readily *eeu that lot owners 
would rather have their property improved 
and bringing in an income. It i* «imply 
a question of which i» the be»t policy, 
to have a dollar lying idle in an old »ock. 
or to have it working, bringing in an in­
come. at a bank

The municipal building statistics during 
the la»t fifteen year* clearly demonstrate 
the value of the *iugle tax in hastening 
the eubstantial upbuilding of a city. 
Before the fifty per cent, reduction in the 
value uf building improvements was voted

the city of Vancouver represented appro\i- 
mately IflNI |n-r capita In the > ear IMU 
the per capita value of building improve­
ment* increased to Sill, and in iSMki—

the dty. and it U estimated that over a 
million dollars’ worth of handefome private 
residences are either under construction 
now or will be before the end of the year. 
Sine* the first of the year six steel sky­
scrapers have been projected, two of them 
are already under construction and plans 
for four more haxe been drawn. Modern 
•teel apartment buildings are going up 
in every section of the city, and frame and 
brick buildings that for years have stood 
untouched on Granville Street are now 
giving way to steel structures. The effect 
of the single tax on building operations 
has been immediate, but nowhere has the 
beneficence of the system been more fully 
felt than among factory worker* and wage 
earner» In Vancouver 75 per cent, of 
the toiler* own tbeir own home*. This 
estimate t* conservative, and i> based on 
figures presented by the employers of 
labor.

Other cities of the West» making efforts 
to attract capital to them, have discovered 
that hind owners rattinrtirrljr - 

.price» to the outside purchaser nod thus 
stand in the way of the city'll prvgre*»- 
With the single tax in force, no property 
owner is going to set up a claim that hi* 
property is worth twice its real value, 
whru he know* that »uvh a claim will 
make him pay twice the amount uf taxes 
he is now paying- Luder the single tax.

I

tin. Mass* ef Artlsi UXws. Um. Visa

the end of the lew year period during w lurk

per capita value of improvement» had in­
creased to S<Mt A similar increase wax 
shown immediately following the further 
Ir.lu. ti..O to t wrnl » h . r |^f cent 
I»0* the per «pile valuation of building 
improvements was Mu? ti», end in IMN 
the figure* were Wth II. Bad yet these 
Statistic*, striking as they may wrens do 
Bot half tell the story for the reason that 
the population of Vancouver increased 
from lî.nuu ta I ml to over |0U IMM last 
year, and ia the last |vt year* has been 
trebled That Vancouver's bud«liag oper­
ations have exree-led those of #e> -.«her 
fit/ in the Pacific north *r»l is rVerly 
shown b> the romperisoe with the building 
figures present--I |»y the etatislieiaue >4 
the other rnunn.pahi.es A glance at the 
follow tag table show* the steady i art ease 
esace I ml and shoes also the reductions 
in the ntowmbV property in proportion 
to the amount uf money spent «u improve­
ments.

there the redortiee of the improvement 
lax to AS per rent in IMM more steel «ad

ramir buildings have here reveled in 
sncouirr than dunng any previous 
decode, and in P^Inu |o the ore 

ef the rill, more substantial end costly 
buildings have been everted in V*ncow*eV 
du#my the Iasi four years than in out other 
City «*• the evssst Beginning with the 
eb«turn of last Janaary. ehea the single 
tax «as adopted by the rower «I in .tx 
ent.rete. permets for bu.blinge bate been 
applied for at a notr raped rale I ban *| 
nny wtbef time eince the incorporation of

as it is operated in Vancouver, a new sky 
line of tall substantial buildings of stone 
nnd granite, and under the single tax not 
only is the man oho build» benefit led. 
but also Ike laud owner, the Iraaal and 
the mas who works with hi» hand» in the 
city's factories and save» hi* money to 
build hi» family a place they cun cull

MANCHESTER S C O O P B BAT I V B 
CREDIT BANK

A wear mentation of interest te the 
working rieuses we* opened in Mae* 
rhauler this week. It is described as 
the Me aches let and District People'• 
hawk 1 .iif ited It has been established 
In remuer I ion with the tsqevxin« 
Itunhe Ansar latum Mr R A Yer- 
burg, M P., who is the presides! of the 
last earned nrgnnuatum. in e|-eeing the 
new Insl lint MO. expie.wed that there 
was nothing almnt the movement that 
•stored of polities Among those a us-, 
dated with it are politicians of all 
r reeds lor lading fbwialists end Labor 
men The objert, hew ex er, is to help 
the |-oof by i-rexMlng small »uuy of 
monev on r redit The bnoh, if p* see* 
rmwfnl ns It dswerves to be w.fl haxe 
the effect uf prexectieg many [honest 
workmen from having to gw •ie i-e 
|mwn|.r*iher, er. worse still. In the 
money tender, with all his mien and art* 
•f extracting interest from nnsaefwwt 
ing ledit ideal* The system of roar» 
eratixe bee ha uf t»•» ktn«f, how ever, hi 
•d •••. Mr. Yet berg any* that they

Year Reel Froperty Improve five* It
i«v«ai

Amenai IJ« l*rn«i
l*es .. .. #11 Wf» 7fl e • in «m f 1 v 117 1*|
IM IS lui 1*1 4.f7x r.*o |7 VW u7f
Iae7 IS Ml *aa CHI I'M) 17 III V.*

IfCfMI • HI 710 17 f#| 1X1
Ivaa If :uveeu lull leu 17 71* fee

IllfMII 1 7#U ? IO 1* 111 *11
INI 7 IMI » **» fvi ft l IXU
IW If.ntf lie A f# l ##U i
IM It Ml 5Ui • 0*1 re it wlA nil
Itui U llu *11 le ft: *«o • 1 xxv %vi
IM |U :tMM Il i fx HI xw
IM •1 IOI aa •» IX» MW
IM •t ir on • 1 :** eel

9* SIU 111 ie M.m • I 7f? *|Q
IM l«.«ai.uu ft 40. f|0 UuUM

No-emtwr ifi,

were m existence in Scotland u c
back u 17«t. Of late years the (2* 
mans have spread and improved t^e |? 
tern, and a more vigorous atter -lW anow being made in England to 
these banks — worked on deaiotTxt* 
principle*—of direct nervics t0 
working people, who are at tiam ^ 
ously in need of a little money, 
uuderlv ing principle* of the atorwaj! 
are self help and mutual help. Auv&*« 
no doubt many of our readers in V|4.‘ 
Chester and district will be ixtercst^ 
in ini* new venture in their »i^ 
Co-operative New*.

THE STORY OF THE APPLfi
A farmer picked this apple ia ^ 

orchard in the NVcat 
And put it in a barrel with some otW

Of hi* beat ;
Because they were so splendid he 4» 

flared the price must climb, 
And so he raised hi* figure on that L.

The man arho bought that barrel 
a label on the top,

Then told the interviewers of • ebon 
age in the crop;

And when he came to sell it to » bey* 
on the finer

lie ndded on hi* profit and half a 
more.

The man w ho shipimd that barrel «we 
hi» label ou it too,

And talked of early freeze* and tW 
damage that they do;

The man to whom he shipped it md 
the grower's price was high. 

And raised the price two dollar* mm 
than in the days gone by.

The man who stored that barrel tali 
of shortage in the pick,

Of scale and other pest* that make tW 
apple orchards sick, •

And he put on fix # dollar* to the cans 
hliv# price—

And so it went, each handler takings*
hi* little slice.

O, When you eat this apple, may R • 
you with delight,

To know that some one profits ee sort 
nibble sad each bite.

Ami, O be glad you da out lire ee wxry

From where the apple alerted, far thud 
• hat you'd have to pay!

—Chicago Past

M. A. C. TEtM TO CHICAGO 
At the taler national live Stuck Etpnû 

tkm held at 1 hire go each year ia X mem­
ber. one day uf the Ini» is devoted hi 
live stork ‘wvlging compel it vue brtxnt 
team*, of five students rack f*o« tit 
Wrveral *g«icoilo**l ro'lrges lalhel s*i«t 
fvtatr* and Cane«la These roarHrivU 
have lerx held auaoslty for ua j 
from lee lo fifteen colleges bring tpea* 
enled each yen# A «leal of wirwt
and rivalry among lb# r ullages r*im 
ie lhoe nvutest* and each year « 
tiushxifrwxNrlmrr

The M*o«l>4*s Agfimiterai fdhg U 
this *e*r fur the first time eatr*ixg X 
team in this route-1 The leu* rfl
of fi«r member» at the ve 
cvdfrgc ito-UtMUol by |S*J ^1*0 • Ü 
leave fur Hi. Faut ou Xovemlo» H»h 
there In lake p*"l ta a ximdar e* 
Soi-mber I Ilk. held ta mxwitM • ** 
Ike Heath Ht Faut l'a I Mat t4»*U • 
which the Ugxiic oil oral roB-ge* of V*< 
Bit- t* H* .ih I»*hot* IliuaMi <
Miuroude a ill he i*yrr-r«tn| I'Jhvq
I be M Faut n>npiilHl I be dadM 
Will «Ml I oaUler if lb# leading U«*| 
farm* in Miuwmda. "eo4 H* 
Uiu» »btr the vefioe* Ivpe* ef lee 
of M «oit a Cl l«e sloittevl a» • m*wm J 
fortbev pres»» ring them f«* I he large* s*f 
M-*# imp-rtaul rt mi-efiliuu'at ft 
• h a h take |-l*ie \.i*rubr* f 

TW me* rSnufc 1.1 rrfwe-eel the 
are — t I Xlr M.lUa l,n*wmU Mrs
j « -«.it. i xi.» r *
i-.•'-.I i UlM, II.. K W >■-<•
C.MMA XI.n I l HU.I.I-X
IhrH.tnO. «*A*k UblW 
or ••H*rewfxl la these 
thés au»ler|ah*ug *h*iw » 
sp»»i| ns tW part of tW Maml«» 
relierai College Tl• I**;» sad *he 
p* r»-* r» T'l hi ti- «I mra d*
| - • - ’ I* >4 out J I V do# «•■ I**.
•e Wet! *• t«. Ms- tinla A ht 
trepbv valued el tt.Mt pm.ruled M 
tW 1 " M. 1 > afrit »r.-| T*•••'* ' * 

ai I ‘ '-Vf - -I I he irtiMl lo lW •*<
team el < ha-ngo, uhde 
offered at M Fuel


