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quent deps n value of owr

erain ot the terminals

€ The prevention of manipulation of
the prices of our gmin o Ewropean
markets in the interests of specnlatons

5 A smmple market in Wisnipeg

b Facilities for special bianing. olther
by ndividual  or joant shipments without
deteriuration o undue dockage

O these requirements the first 1w
would set be appreciably inflaenced by
the goverament o..ﬂ“l' of interior
torage. The thind, the sample market

MORE INVESTIGATION NEEDED

Editer Guion The last issne of Tus
Guios has an sccount of the recent pro
westion sand fining of three terminal
clevators for violation of the Grain Act
The Gmain Growers were well aware
that the practice of miving and shipping
out more high grade wheat from thesw
cdlevators than was taken in by them,
bad been going on for some time o that
this exposure was no surprise to (hem
It was only 1o be expected that any hon
ot attempt at investigation would bring
the mecnlity to light. But what s
surprising, and should challenge the
stiention and compel the serious consid
erstion of every Canadian citisen, was
the evident attempt on the part of those
copnected in the prosecution to hush the
whole matter up and keep it from the
poblic. Was there really collusion for
the purpose of trying to shield those high
class rascals from public odium and con-
demnation? Are the Canadian people
to understand that there is one course
of treatment in Canada for the rich erimi-
sal and another for the petty thief?
This sort of thing should sot be tolerated
The people should demand an investiga.
tion. The public should know who is
responsible for this attempt to sereen these
eevator criminals. It would appesr
that the president and secretary of the
Grain Growers' Association; when they
#ot an inkling of what took place, called
wpon the warchouse commissioner, the
magistrate who tried the ease, and the
lawyer who prosecuted for the government
for the purpose of getting the proceedings
in the cases just tried, but were refused
sy information. These men were en-
u to all the information in connection
with these cases because they represented
those whose property was being mani.
pulsted and tampered with. Yet they
could get no information and had to wire
& member of the House of Commons at
Ottaws to ask to have the report of the
police court proceedings laid on the table
o that it could be made public, and then
there was only a part of the report in
our western papers. The people should
oot let this matter drop. They should
enter such & protest as would prevent
any attempt to sereen criminals no matter
bow high up, in the future.

This whole business should open the
eyes of western farmers and show them
the necessity of supporting their organi-
tation and their official organ, Tur Guioe,
which has taken these elevator prosecu-
tions and laid all the information they
eould obtain before Lthe people

/. SCALLION

Virden, Man
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A CORRECTION

Editor Guioe:—In looking over my
contribution published in Tne Guiok
of April 13th, re The Government Pork
acking Plant.l notice a few typographical
errors have been made which change
somewhat the meaning of the sentences
in which they occur. At the foot of the
second column it reads, “Should such a
thing occur the politicians would make
merry, ete.” It should read, “ The plutes
would make merry, etc.” Plutes is an
sbbreviation for plutocrats. It would
sem from the sentence as it now stands,
that | was deliberately making an asser-
tion that would unjustly censure our
politicians, which was very inconsistent
And where is the politician who would
B0t take exception to such a tirade upon
the dignity of the representatives of the
People. Another typographical error is
'hg it reads as follows: “In the
late investigations in the western states

s 1o the workings of the meat combine,
e i should be “enstern siates
The papers & few months age devoled
considerable space to this subject of the
meal combines in the east, s no dout
many of our farmers are somewhat ron.
versant on the matter. There is another
typographical error of minor importance
which occurs in the following sentence
Sl they might remain in the feld long
enough to submerge the interests of the
cooperative plast.” It should read
Sl they might remmin in the ficld long
enough to prove subversive 1o the in-
terests of the co-operative plamt. ™

JAMES FLETCHER
Kingman, Alta
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REFLY TO MR. GREEN

Editor Guios:—In your issue of March
16 Mr. F. W. Green returns to his attack
on farmers’ clevalor companies in »
presumably mythical conversation
‘Elevators and the Interests.” He
states that “In some cases our farmers’
clevator companies have tasted of the
sweets of the sweatl from the brow of the
todlers and will hang onto their hold
like leeches until compelled to let loose. ™
If this means anything, it is that some
of the farmers’ -Lr-lw companies have
distributed unduly large dividends and
are robbing their patrons. But may |
ask is there anything wrong in tasting
the sweels from the sweat of the brow
of the toilers?” Do we, when hiring
our farm hands give them in wages
and board every cent that their labor
brings in? Sometimes | admit that we
have done so, when crop failures and low
prices compelled us to. But not many
of us, mysell among the number, hire men
solely for their companionship or for their
value as table ornaments

From figures recently published in Tux
Guron, | understand that there are fifty-
two farmers’ elevators in operation in
the west today. From what | know of the
situation these are not ever ome-third
of those that have been brought inte
existence in the past twenty-five years
If Mr. Green's contention is correct
that the profits are undue, why have so
many of these concerns diss red?
I think I can safely say that the following
are the principle causes: Insufficient
capitalization, undue competition of the
line companies, too small charges and
dockage, lack of cohesion among the
shareholders, and insufficient support from
non-shareholding farmers, the suffering
of control to leave their own hands and
poor business management. Those that
have survived have only done so after
a tremendous amount of work and the
acceptance of a large amount of respon-
sibility in the public interest by the
directors, and officers, ete. So far as |
have ever heard they are well entiticd
to any dividends they may have earned.
In spite of the agitation that is being
aroused by Jhe Grain Growers’ Associa-
tion for government ownership there is
a growing feeling among the less noivy
but by no means the less-thoughtful
farmers, that this scheme would render
valueless the most valuable lessons of
sell-reliance and interdependence that
have been earned in the past eight or
nine years from the surcesses attending
their united efforts in securing redresses
from many abuses from which they were
suffering. "

At the present time the principal
improvement required to insure to us
the proceeds of our il to which we are
entitled are:

1. The pre jon of ad e and

we have today in & lssited but most
valuable degree in the officns of the Grain
Growen' Grain Company in Winnipeg
and s walue will Jdoubtiess inerense
under present conditions without govern-
ment inlervention. In this connection
N omast be borne in mind that under
the present Grain Act provision s already
made for sampling on practioally the
same lines as the advoeates of government
ownetship suggest  And the fowrth re
quirement we already have st peint,
where there are farmers’ elevators oper
ated by the farmers in their ow
and | submit that it is in the »
and operstion of this system of farmens
clevators along co-operative lines that the
best interests of the farmer can be served
With local ownership and management
of such elevatons, m!t & contral advisory
body in close touch with the markets,
the results, | am positive, would be muach
more satisfactory than o be under
government ownership -.-I‘u-.u-.l The

The citrus growers, the grape growers,
and the farmer's clevator companies
have already shown us what can be done
slong these lines. and the articles appear-
ing in one of the magasines, one of whivh
was reproduced in Tux Guise of the £3¢d
of March. should be stadied by all western
farmers

We have now evidenee in Manitobs
of the system we are likely to get from
any government, and so far as | can we
the less government intervention we have
in such matters, the better for us. As |
stated in my reply to Me. Green's former
sttack, in the matter of inspection,
we have already men checking the grading
of the government inspectors in the Winni-
peg yards, and whether with cause or
not, it is very unlikely that there would
be any less friction than there is today
if the government were to own and operate
the interior elevators, as necessarily there
must be less elasticity than in & system
in which the management was under loeal
control and no compensating advantages

Now, | am well aware that these views
will be deemed by many as heretionl,
but the Grain Growers' X-rialmn wae
notl instituted as & mutuoal admiration
society and the welfare of this most im-
portant industry demands s much fuller
discussion of the v and cons of the
elevator question than has been accorded
in the past two or three years. The
association (in both provinces) having
been stamped by its leaders into the
government ownership scheme.  Although
this letter has attained great length,
I will, with your permission, discus
some of the ‘y"". presented by Mr
Crerar in your issue of the 10th March,
designed 1o show that the operation
of the interior elevators under government
control at the suggested rates, would be
profitable

Even admitting that the elevators
would handle the amount of grain stated
by Mr. Crerar, 1 would like to point out
that the revenue ascribed to “additional
storage”’ would be altogether too high.
With improved transportation this has
& tendency to decrease annually, and on
the basis of the receipts of one elevator
with which | am scquainted, from that
source last season, (1908-09) the figures
would have been $78,511.98, as against
Mr. Crerars’ #261,704.65, & shrinkage
of 8182,193.27. | also note that no allow-
ance is made for rent which is at Jeast
£5 per elevator, nor so far as | can see for
assistance to the operators in the busy
season. Neither is there any appro-
priation for taxes. This last omission
is, 1 believe, intentional and is not fair
and neither is it honest. It is not fair
because the business is well able to earry
its own share of taxation and | know of
places where should the elevator be struck
off the roll, at least one-sixth of the village
taxes would have to be made up from
other sources, some of which, under pres-
ent conditions are less able to bear the
burden than are the parties that these
buildings are design to serve. It in
not honest because the promoters of the
scheme have persistently told us that if
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N were brought inte effect the whole cost
would be borne by the parties interested
The shortage of the dorage

added 1o the rent, tanses, and

i the salary Nae, will, | fonr, ren sway
with all Mr. Coarar's balance, and leave
the commissioners without slery and o
defieit to boot unless something s made
ol of the dockage, & mosl seosssary
source of revenue st the sugpestod rales
wneept where very large turmovers are

F J COLLYRR
Welwyn Sadk

LA R J
MR. GREEN'S RETURN

Mr. Green rend the ahove letter from
Mr. Collyer and replied as follows

In reference to o letter from My Collyer
of Welwyn, which appears slewhere in
this ssne, | wish to make & comment or
two. | really cannot see what my friend
ohjects o in what he alls my “sttack
on farmers’ clevatonn” le glves »
quetation from  an  article  entithed,
“Hlevators and the Interests ” Mo puts
his wwn construction on it, which s ol
together different from the gquetation
Haell, and immediately assks i there is
anything wrong in this, and proceeds to
wdimit its truth.  He sy
Fadmit we have done s when crop failures
and low prices have compelied ws to.”
This reminds one of & story told
Professor Robertaon of an od
miller who appenred st the bar of Justice
in the high court of the universe. When
asked if in the course of his life as & miller,
be had ever taken an toll from
the poor farmer, he '-Emt

when times were very

'§

very low, that just & litthe had

and begged for pardon. But be wae
the day of pardon was past and
had now commenced

I never dared 1o put this matier so
forcibdy s friend Coll has put i,
and | question if | = have belwved
it it had not been admitted by my
friend. But | know be has much more
knowledge and is much better posted
in this matter than | am. Now,
conclusions from his letter are that some-
times crop failures and low have
compelied some farmers’
make such charges for dockage and pursue
such business methods as would enable
them to distribute unduly large dividends,
thereby robling their patrons. Purther
that those farmers’ elevators that have
fuiled, have failed becnuse they did not
charge sufficient dockage and prices and
pursue other business o wuch a
would permit of these dividends.

What our farmers are interested in
now is the discovery of some plan of run-
ning elevators where there shall be no
undue dockage, and charges; where
husiness methods shall be open and above-
board and still the institution pay its

:
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long and wide experience it in
mirably for giving assistance in
matter. Because most
ing at it our friend says Mr. Crerar in

H
J £

wrong. h
One or two words sbout the remedies
First,

mar-

rrl in Winnipeg. Now, if :;1:“ in
his next letter will show how »
market in Winnipeg will prevent mi:
and manipulation, it will throw & lot
light on the subject.
will give the greatest kind of an .
tunity for mixing and mm
Yea, to an extent undreamed of under
the present grading system,

F W. GREEN.
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SOUTH AFRICAN SCRIP

Editor Guion: ~May |

to say, that the » , m
Speare, of Copley, in Tux Guion of the
20th inst , that the names of those MLP.s
who vote for South Afriean extension,
if it comes to & vote, be
published, seems very '
will be tolerably

election.
all the papers i at
except Ture Guios are
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Many fear that this *




