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AMUSEMENTS.

Sir George Cornwell Lewis used lo say 
that “ life would be bearable bat for its 
amuiements.” Sir George represented a 
large and busy class whose work is their 
pleasure. There is another class whose re
presentative might be regarded as saying 
“ amusements are all which makes life of 
any value.” Between these extremes lie 
Mery variety of view and every variety of 
pXctice. To some, life woeM certainly be 
burdensome enough were it not for recrea 
lion. To others, business furnishes all the 
pleasure they require. From the time they 
rise in the morning until they retire to rest 
at night, they seek no other happiness than 
that furnished by the excitement of a busi
ness which calls into exercise all their 
trained faculties. Best is the only thing 
they call for when the toils of the day are 
over, partly because they are thoroughly 
fatigued by the many hoars spent in think 
ing, planning, projecting, giving orders, 
buying, selling Ac., and tbe weary brain 
finds inactivity the greatest enjoyment, and 
partly, perhaps, because unwilling to find 
pleasure in that which merely amuses, and 
untrained in aesthetic pursuits. The gaiet
ies of social life seem too much like follies 
to their earnest, practical minds ; music 
and literature are uninteresting because 
th.-ir acquaintance with them is too slight ; 
and so their days pass between the count
ing house and the couch, between business 
and repose.

There are a few persons like the poet 
Rogers and Grots tbe historian who, after 
the banking bouse is closed, can pursue 
literature as a pastime, and find delight in 
books and solid conversation. But they 
are very few. The intellectual vigour ne
cessary for this, is a rare endowment, and 
the early associations are too olten such as 
to throw the young off the track of such 
pursuits. Tbs great majority ask for the 
relaxation of some amusement—for an ex 
citemsnt different from that of their occu
pation.

Unhappily there have been always too 
many persons ready, for the sake of gain, 
to pander to this demand. Pleasures have 
been multiplied beyond the stars in number. 
Games in endless variety, hurtful and inno
cent, have been invented. Amusements, 
foreign and domestic, come upon us like 
Milton’s devils.
“ Thick as autumnal leave» that itrow the brook»
In VaUombrosa "

Places of social enjoyment, from the low 
tavern with its beastly pleasures, where 
the circean cup is circulated which changes 
men to brutes, up, by a slow gradation, to 
the “ Young Men’s Cnristian Association ” 
parlour, where refined diversions attract 
the young and restrain them from both 
worse and better things. From this be
wildering multiplicity we must choose for 
ourselves, whether we will have auy, and 
what. What to choose for ourselves and 
our children is a question often perplexing, 
always serious.

Much depends in the choice, upon the 
taste formed in early life, and much upon 
natural bias. There are persons naturally 
grave and persons naturally gay, strong 
minded persons and weak-minded, firm and 
flexible. These cannot all be pleased alike, 
nor even trained alike or reduced to run in 
the same groove. Nor is it necessary. The 
service of God is not inconsistent with a 
vast variety in human taste and pursuits 
It is immorality not a gay and cheerful 
spirit that God hates. Mirth and gaiety 
tend, on the other hand, to unfit us for the 
solid duties of life and therefore their luxu- 
rieot growth should be checked The reli
gion of Christ is cheerful and social as well 
as holy and sublime. It aims to make the 
very best of our manhood.

From early life, therefore, the parents 
should seek to guide the tastes of their 
children as well as form their habits ; to 
make them sensible as well as virtuous. 
Home is the best place of amusement. This 
should be the happiest place in the world 
The parents who do not strive to make il 
so are inflicting a curse upon their offspring. 
Every consideration should be secondary to 
the one, “ What can I do to improve my 
children in body and mind,—to make them 
healthy, virtuous and happy. Gardening 
when possible, light studies in literature 
music, out door and in-door games, intima
cy with a few refined and virtuous families 
Ac., all should be employed, without nig
gardly stint, to secure for our children 
disposition to seek their amusement at 
home rather than abroad ; in recreations 
which do not demoralise but ennoble.

It is difficult to speak with moderation 
of the criminal conduct of those who reck
lessly, for love of gain, spread vicious plea
sures before the young. They are mon 
stars, cruel beasts of prey, robbers who 
ssjflsy virtue and plunder and murder 
her. Whoever gives evidence that be in
tends to prey upon society, to profit by 
the vices of mankind, and to increase 
human wickedness and misery in order to 
enlarge bis trade and enrich himself, should 
be treated assthe basest criminal, and sent 
to prison to herd with thieve» and murder- 
derers. Bot there is often criminal care- 
Jassaees on the part of parents. They neg
lect to provide counter attractions for their 
children. If lust and avarice are busy, so 
should virtue and wisdom be. Tbe entice
ments of vice should be met by counter en-

If evil puts on a smiling face 
good should not be shrouded in gloom. We 
should give to virtue such a pleasing ap

pearance that out1 Children should never be 
repe.led from her. She should ever appear 
as a smiling angel beckoning them on to 
happiness.

THE PICTOU ANNIVERSARY.

A few days ago Pictou celebrated the 
101st anniversary of its existence. The 
dey was ushered in with much pomp and 
rejoicing. Cannons were fired, bells rung, 
and flags thrown out upon the brasse. The 
day was devoted to festivity. One noth 
able feature, however, was the absence of 
soy solemnity. No hymn of praise wee 
publicly sung. No sermon was delivered. 
No recognition of the God of providence 
was made. The divine hand which led 
out tbe ancestors of this people to make s 
home for themselves in n lend where they 
should be free from the oppressive exac
tions of avaricious landlords was unnoticed. 
The care which guarded them in their way 
over the raging sea was forgotten. The love 
which never forsook them in the years of pri
vation, and which brought them on step by 
step to the present affluence and prosperity 
was unmeutioned. There were individ
uals who remembered God ; and, doubtless, 
from many a closet, and from many a fam
ily altar, the voice of thankful acknow
ledgment went np to heaven. But there 
was nothiug in public to mark that we 
were a Christian people. Tbe same thing 
prevails in all parts of the Province. Why 
is Ibis? It would surely not mar the pro
ceedings or damp the general joy, for the 
people to assemble in one or more of the 
churches, sing an anthem of praise to God, 
and listen to an address which should re
count the difficulties and dangers of their 
lathers, and point to the divine provideooe 
by which they had been led and delivered.

In the early settlement of this part of 
Nova Scotia there is the absence of those 
spirit stirring scenes which give interest to 
our history. Yet there is enough to c»U 
forth gratitude to the divine Ruler, and a 
manly and honest pride in those stern and 
stalwart sons of Scotland, whose lot it was 
to do battle with hardship and privation, 
but who were just as ready to do battle, if 
needed, with the foes of their eoeetry. 
There is something truly grand and heroic 
in the toil of those who enter a new coun
try, and begin the tedious process by which 
“ the wilderness and the solitary, place are 
made to rejoice and blossom as the rose.” 
The qualities it requires are among the 
qualities which conquer the world. These 
are conqnerors, bet their coequeet is Wood
less. All honour to them. They laboured 
and we hare eotered into their labours. ’ '1 

We rejoice in those celebrations. They 
are evidences of a sound national heart 
When strangers whisper that Nova Sco
tians do not love their country, that they 
lack patriotism, we cast back the imputa
tion with scorn, and point to these celebra
tions as one of (he smallest evidences that 
we are proud of the country that gave ns 
birth, and of the fathers who reclaimed the 
wilderness and laid the foundations of our 
Dominion. There are mixed with us a 
few American citizens from whom we do 
not expect loyalty, and there are a few of 
our own sous who look with longing upon 
the great material prosperity of our South
ern neighbours, and who feel or feign an 
admiration for the American Republic 
But tbe great heart of the people is unccr- 
rupled. Some day we may give our loy
alty a clearer, fuller expression.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE.

Writing in the midst of sanctified home 
associations is a luxury ; in the roar of 
Broadway it is a most irksome duty. 
Nothing but the exactions of office could 
bring us to tbe unnatural effort of compos
ing a paragraph under such dissonant and 
confused combinations of sounds. The 
swash and thud of old ocean, as it brings 
its strength from a hundred leagues to smite 
the shores of Africa, we can never forget ; 
even Niagara is said to be soothing to the 
listener, (as the Alrican rollers assuredly 
are to the weary voyager) ; but this rasp
ing, deafening noise plays on one’s nerves 
beyond everything. Were it not that other 
great thoroughfares come back upon oar 
memory, we would say that New York is 
under a curse of turmoil and commotion. 
Night or Sunday brings no relief ; perhaps 
lhe millenium may restore peace to this, 
With all other distracted things and places.

Very genial were all the officials at the 
Book Room and printing establish mauls in 
Boston. Vieing with each other to do us 
kindness, they made our visit one of great 
pleasure. Dr. Pierce, Editor of Zion's 
Herald, appeared quite vigorous and ani
mated, ever preserving those gentlemanly 
qualities which we had so frequently heard 
attributed to him. Mr. Weed, the finan
cial manager of the paper, combines great 
business tact with true suavity and good hu
mour. Mr. McGee, Book Agent, begins 
to exhibit signs of age, but noue of ex
haustion.
We were in at the famous Boston Preacher’s 

meeting on Monday morning. Dr. Andrew 
McKeown was chairman. Sly New Eng
landers ! thus to promote so prominently 
our Proviucialists. Would they decoy other 
mighty men? Seriously, though, our Brit
ish American talent holds well its own on 
American soil,—that is, where brain really 
lies behind the fluent lips. Here are our 
men presiding over gatherings of historic in
terest ; representing the Conference in the 
delivery of its annual sermon often, by ap
pointment ; taking leading Churches here 
and there. But,—ah ! and here it a
qualification ; it is not sufficient in 
New England Methodism to be a preacher 
and from the Provinces too ; he must 
be a man of God, and a man of power 
if he would obtain or hold a leading 
situation. In this preachers’ meeting- 
class-meeting it was, to re-open after vaca
tion—there were several indications of that 
kind of genius which,owned of God,has ren
dered Methodism so successful everywhere 
We all yielded to the emotion attendant 
upon a most touching allusion to President 
and Mrs. Grant’s presence at a recent 
camp meeting, and the hopeful signs con
nected with their conduct there. It seems 
that those distinguished persons, with mem
bers ol the Cabinet, were actually the sub
jects of much b.essing, for which they 
were exceedingly grateful. Will Queen 
Victoria some day kneel beside and pray 
for sinners at a Methodist protraeted meet
ing? Hash, my imagination, whisper it 
not in ritualistic Gath ! Dr. W. R. Clarke 
did all he could, far more than we deserv

ed, to redder our stay at BoWea. happy afid
May usefid tile long he

«¥

instructive 
spared !

Lingering still about the 
beat of New York is oppressive 
came late and premises to dwell its fullest 
period Business., is lethargic. At the 
Gold Room and the Stock Market, where 
we spent an hoar to-day, there was but a 
shadow of the former greatueas. “ Mockle 
noise and little wool ” they would have 
styled it in Scotland. Only once or twice 
in half an hour did bonds change heads. 
Veteran speculators spoke of it with great 
contempt. One awful howl we did bear, 
from a wore of focussed wags, who rushed 
simultaneously to the centre of the gold 
room | hut a sinister hmgh betrayed that 
their object was to entertain three innocent 
Parsons looking over tbe gallery 1 These 
latter strangers were very likely to be im
posed upon—perhaps. It may soon be our 
turn to ridicule tbe excitements end vaga
ries of commerce, as commercial men in 
some instances bave professed to laugh at 
the extravagancies of religion, for truly, in 
its most sensible epochs, this centre of 
American speculation is but a protracted 
meeting without either grace or good 
manners. . j.

Dr. Carry of the Christian Advocate 
still lives, veteran that he is ! We found 
him moving off with e bundle of papers un
der hie arm, as lithe, lordly and aristocratic 
a mao, for a republican and an Editor, as 
onr readers can conceive. Not that the 
Dr. is all this in either attitude or intention ; 
but there is that in his appearance, espe
cially when under a full head of eoaversa- 
tional steam, which makes an immediate 
and deep impression upon a stranger. 
Our interview with him was brief, though

To the Board of Governor»- of Acadia 
College.

Gxxtlrmsw,
_ The Governors of Dalhousie College 

somewhat extended by hie own courtesy, j being convinced that your honorable Board
but we shell ever attribute to him very mas
culine powers of intellect end will.

As to the Book and Publishing depart
ment of this greet Methodist Neflr York 
concern, we imagine that silence would 
well become ns. Where there are nearly 
five hundred persons employed everyday 
be?ides numberless kinds aad departments 
of machinery driven by steam, one een only 
think of the mere shadows of such en insti
tution. Here are young men aad women 
engaged from seven in the morning till 
half-pest five at evening, every muscle at 
work as if life depended upon each day’s 
results, and the utmost they can earn, in 
the mechanical departments, seldom ex
ceeds six or seven dollars a week. We 
have seen no work at home compared with 
this. Indeed, it is doubtful if young people 
in tbe Provinces were compelled to labour, 
as do these, whether they would not find 
societies coming up for their protection 
against the employers’ cruelty, and filling 
the land with the story of their wrongs. 
Here, however, they submit, end slog over 
it, too, Id their tidy summer dresses, giving 
a stranger an impression by no means 
unfavourable as to their condition. This 
also is a marvel,

(EtorrtspteAeett
T4

ONTARIO CORRESPONDENCE.

(For the Prorincial Wesleyan.)
Dear M«.Editor,—The time draws nigh 

when the West will clasp the East in the 
closer bonds of Methodistic union. Already 
we are one—and the approaching General 
Conference will but ratify a unity which has 
already taken place. We cannot but feel 
how grave is the respoosibility which will 
rest upon that body, since its acts and 
its omissions must continue lor four years 
before they can either be modified or 
supplied. Who will be our first General 
President ? Will Dr. Rice, who seemed to 
be reserved for that honour by not being 
elected President ol the Ontario Conference, 
and who combines such an extensive ac
quaintance with the entire field, east and 
west, with experience and a happy tact 
for administration ; or Dr. Wood — so 
well and so favorably known among the 
older members of your Conferences, and 
who has had the largest experience as a 
President among us ; and who has deserved 
so well of his brethren by his many years 
years of faithful service as our Senior Mis
sionary Secretary and Superintendent of 
Missions ; or James Elliott who bas won 
for himself no second place in the esteem 
and love of his brethren ; or Dr. Douglas, 
whose eloquent tongue and uuaffected hu
mility, and deep piety and sound judgment, 
combine to recommend him to the highest 
office of our Church. Or will you of the 
East bring forward the man whom the 
Church shall thus honor ; or it may be that 
among the delegates of the late New Con
nexion Church shall be found our President.

Already is union taking effect among us. 
Circuits are being united. Ministers are 
working together on one circuit plan. Mis
sionary deputations are composed ol both ; 
and at our camp-meetings we are seen 
standing shoulder to shoulder. Nor from 
what we have heard at a recent Camp
meeting will tbe status of onr ministry lose 
anything by the union. The men whom 
we heard were fully equal, if not superior 
to the average among ourselves.

The prospect of further union does not 
at present appear very hopeful. The friends 
of union in the Primitive Methodist Cborch 
are outnumbered, and the Connexion is so 
united to the parent body, that separation 
without its consent is impracticable.

Tbe Bible Christians or Bryanites, are 
avowedly hostile to it, and the Episcopal 
Methodist* show the opposite of any incli 
nation toward it. Their leanings, their 
sympathies, and their polity, are all Ame
rican. And could they in auy way secure 
for themselves a recognition as a part of 
the American M. E. Church we feel certain 
that it would afford them gratification. 
They are the most numerous body of Metho
dists in the country next ourselves, aid 
numbering nearly 20,000 members, and 
many very good and beautiful churches 
through the country. They have generally 
a very feeble hold on our cities and towns ; 
but in many ol our villages, they have a 
good position, and in rural places have some 
strong circuits They are putting forth a 
strong effort to gain a belter foothold in 
our centres of population. In St. Thomas 
—where they hardly number twenty 
members, they are erecting a six thousand 
dollar church. In Strathroy, they laid 
the foundation stone of a ten thousand 
dollar church, the other day, and at Na- 
panee, are about to build a still more ex
pensive one. Their Quadrennial General 
Conference has just been held in tbe last 
named town. You would see that they 
elected Dr. Raid one of the Missionary 
Secretaries of the American M. E. Church 
for their Bishop ; but he declining, their 
choice subsequently foil upon Professor 
Carman, ol Belleville, a graduate of our 
own Victoria College.

There has been quite a little bit of ex
citement in our country lately about the 
election by our day school teachers of a 
pet son to represent them in the provincial 
council of education. The contest was be-

V ' r**4fo ■arrietl to■■ *-m - WM

oast him the eleetiaoiaad G. Smith went 
ith • wtferity of more than two bandrefi. 

Oar yoong lady teacher», (many ef whom 
are ie their (eene), felt quite Mated that 
they were honored with the elective fran
chise on this occasion. Onr educational 
system is yet far from being perfect. And 
it is to be hoped that the formation of n 
Council will have a meet bénéficiai effect in 
remedying existing defects.

The rice-regal tour of Hi* Excellency 
the Governor General and Lady Dnfferie, 
has everywhere called forth the moot- en

;■ \tr . . . .
larity____

Our harvest has been abundant, bot the 
drouth is being severely felt. I know not 
that we ever spent a summer with so few 
rainy days. Yet the fruit crop promises to 
be plentiful, and our pastures are far from 
being dried op. The time for our great Agri
cultural Shows has nearly coma ; and Hamil
ton, London and Guelph will compete with 
our great Provincial Exhibition to be held 
in Toronto Tbe fact that the last will take 
place at tbe same time as the General 
Conference, will afford tbe eastern mem
bers of that body a fine opportunity of 
judging of the agricultural capacities of the 
west. H. R. R. S.

can sot withhold an 
that the propositionthat the proposition emu win g 6emy«r 
bonouroMeBoard dees net seem to provide 
OB impartial grounds, fof s®cà conference 
and deliberation. The solv question sub
mitted by tbe Governors of Dalboow# L ol- 
lege for consideration at tbe proposed con
vention of committees, is “ tbe advisability 
of endeavoring to Mm one general Lw- 
vornty for Education in the Art*.”

This Board would carefully refrain from 
firawiag an illagitiwaSa inference from tbe 
phraseology herein employed, bat simply

t Colleges of oar ' violence and assassination. The antagonism
this Bpard is not ol race. It is the old leaven of slave*

of Its regret

thusiastie display of loyalty; end tended iaUtpraring k by*» public ntfocancse nod 
very greatly to enhance his personal pope-

DALHOUSIE COLLEGE CORRES
PONDENCE.

tare ti/*suggest that the subject indicated 9age which relates his father’s death, the 
for discussion by yeor honourable Board, ) distressed position ol tbe tarnily, nod the 

to presuppose the settlement in a sudden inspiration by which he, then a 
manner adverse to the views of the friends mere boy, felt and made them feel, that he 
of Mount Allison College, of a question WOuld be everything to them—would snp- 
which has elicited much discussion among ply the place of all they had lost. A vivid 
the friends of advanced Education in our conception of the scene and its feelings 
country, namely, that as to the compara- 1 came over me. and I was moved to tears, 
live merits, as schemes of University Re- j From this moment my burden grew 
form, of • supreme degree-conferring 
University with affiliated teaching branches, 
oo the one band, and such a centralized 
College as that sketched in the proposal of

published writings sf distinguished sod offi
cial members of your honourable Board, » 
would respectfully decline as inconsistent 
with its own honour, to approach under in
vidious circumstances, the discussion of 
such a question. This Board would veo-

ry. eod with thir the best men of the North 
have no sympathy. They will not permit 
a “ war of races ” without better evidences 
I hat it has not its only grounds in the in
justice of those who call themselves 
superior race.- Central Chris. Ado.

the

MILL’S EARLY HUNGER FOR 
CHRIST.

BT S. O. SMtni.

So far as I know, the center feet in the 
lobiography of John Stuart Mill ba« 

overlooked. A key to it is found in 
the chapter styled A crisis in my men
tal history,” wherein he says :

“ I was reading, accidentally, Marmon- 
tel’s “ Memories,’’ and came to the pas-

your honourable Board on tbe other. Be
lieving as this Board does, that the former 
would work a vast improvement in our 
Educational system, invigorating the vari

lighter. ................. !
The entire account of that six months 

wee ia intensely interesting. At twenty 
years of age. his nature revolted from the 
utilitarian or selfish theory of happiness, as 
expounded by his father and Bentham ; and 
be found himself, he tells us, ** in the state 
1q which converts to Methodism usually

ia «s deeply interested ia the subject of Uni
versity Education and in tbe condition of 
the several Colleges in this Province as 
themselves, here thought that a Conference 
of Committees appointed by each Board 
might bring about valuable results. It has 
therefore been proposed to ask the several 
Boards of the different College corporations 
if they would kindly nominate some of tbe 
gentlemen composing such Boards to meet 
and confer together on the advisibility of 
endeavouring to form one general Univer
sity for education in the Arts, by the con 
centration of the talents of the different 
Faculties and its invariable results the 
gathering together of students in large 
numbers. The Governors of Dalhousie 
College in making the proposal are firmly 
persuaded that a frank discussion of this 
important question by those most deeply 
interested and best qualified to judge of the 
present state and efficiency ef onr existing 
Colleges, and also to suggest improvements 
would tend to produce some useful measure ; 
and they now respectfully invite your Board 
to name a committee of six for tbe purpose 
abeve mentioned, and further request that 
a reply be sent as soon as convenient, in 
order that if favorable a day may be named 
by mutual agreement for such meeting. 

We have tbe honor to be,
Yours respectfully,

W. Youno, Chairman,
Gborob Thomson, Secretary to the 

Governors of Dalhousie College.
Halifax, Hay 14<A. 1874.

7*o the Honorable Board of Governors of 
Dalhousie College.

Gentlemen :
Your letter of the 14th May, ult, ad- 

dresssed to the Governors of Acadia College 
has received their earnest and mature con
sideration. They ars indeed*» yon suggest 
deeply interested in the subject of Univer
sity education and rejoice in’ its success in 
the hands of others as well as their own ; 
and there was a time when as this B »ard has 
reason to be assured,the Baptist community 
would have cheerfully united in a scheme 
of higher Education in Nova Scotia era 
bracing all classes of the population with
out distinction of religious belief. The in
disposition of others, huwever, to such 
union at that time drove them to the ne 
cessity of founding first a Higher Academy 
and then afterwards to add thereto a Col
lege of their own. The?e institutions have 
so far succeeded as greatly to change the 
intellectual condition of the people connect
ed with their body, as well as to exert a 
weighty influence in the ' promotion of reli
gion in their churches, as well as on mis
sions to the benighted in heathen lands, 
This interest is daily increasing in width 
and intensity, and gives to the Academy 
and College at Wolfville so great a hold on 
the affections of the Baptist people that 
their consent to any measure proposing to 
merge Acadia College into any other in
stitution must in the judgment of this 
Board be hopeless. The appointment even 
of a committee to consult with your Board 
oo this proposition, as seeming to announce 
a design of adopting such measure, must 
injuriously affect the favorable influence of 
the value of which we speak and the value 
of which we deem of more importance than 
can easily be estimated.

Under these considerations the Board of 
Governors of Acadia Collegafeel eons train
ed with all courtesy and respect to your 
Honorable body to decline appointing a 
committee to meet with you in consultation. 

We have the honor to be
D. McN. Parker, Chairman.
S. W. De Blots, Secretary to Board 

of Governors </ Acadia College.
Wolfville, June 3, 1874.

The above letters we clip from tbe 
Christian Messenger of Sept.Xnd.

Dear Mr. Editor,—A* copy of tbe 
above quoted letter from tbe Governors of 
Dalhousie College was addressed to the 
Board of Trustees of Mount Allison Col
lege, from which Board, at its annual 
Meeting in May last, a teply was forward
ed. At that meeting no order was made 
for the publication of the correspondence, 
bat now that the initial letter has appeared,
I take tbe liberty as the Secretary, of send
ing for publication the reply from the 
Board of Trustees of Mount Allison, reaf
firming as it does the position taken by this 
Board from the first. Yours, &c.

J. Hart.
SackviHe, Sept. 9, 1874.

Sackville, May 29, 1874.
To the Board of Governors of Dalhousie

College.
Gentlemen,

The Board of Trustees and Governors of 
Mount Allison Wesleyan College, begs to 
acknowledge the receipt of y onr esteemed 
communication of 14th inst., and to assure 
your honourable Board that the suggestion 
therein made of a Conference of Commit
tees, represeotiog the governing bodies of 
our various Colleges, has received the at
tentive consideration of this Board. The 
Governors of Dalhousie College have 
formed a correct judgment of the interest 
taken by this Board io the subject of Uni
versity education, and may ever rely on its 
willingness to co-operate with kindred cor
porations in measures designed to place 
such education on a firmer and broader

ons affiliated Colleges, and regulating by are, when smitten by their first • convie- 
impartial examinations and common stand- t;on 0f sin.’” And the gloom was, indeed, 
ards tbe entire higher education of the 1 go deep, that all the culture of intellect to 
country, and believing that so far from the j which he lays claim, was unable to dissi. 
question being settled in the public mind I pale it. Emotion be bas none • for w« 
prejudicially to tbe views entertained by •*- 
this Board, tbe plan recommended by your 
honourable Board, is regarded by tbe great 
majority of the friends of Collegiate Edu
cation, as impolitic il not impracticable, it 
finds herein another insuperable objection 
to the proposed Conference.

Should your honourable Board see fit to 
enlarge and generalize the sphere of dis
cussion, so este embrace all questions con
nected with the subject of University Edu- 
cation, with a view to secure what no 
doubt both Boards equally desire, true Uni
versity Refofie, your honourable Board 
may be assured-of the cordial concurrence, 
and co-operation of the Board of Trustees 
and Governor* of Mouut Allison Wesleyan 
College.

Signed on behalf of the Board.

Wiwltoatm.
A WAR OF THE RACES.

The situétibn in the South, which for the 
last six mouths has been assuming a more 
serious aspect to thoughtful men, has 
become alarming. Lawlessness seems 
about lo become the rale. Threats that 
have had such an air ol blaster, we were 
disposed to treat them lightly, bave been 
pat into execution, and the result fills tbe 
public mind with dreadful forebodings. 
Make whatever allowance we may for tbe 
highly colored and prejudiced statements 
from both parties to this uowise and unna
tural strife, no one can doubt that a syste
matic effort is being made to defraud the 
freedmen of their rights as citizens. The 
tone of the Southern papers is not to be 
mistaken, nor indeed can,their language be 
understood with any other interpretation.

There are States in the South io whioh 
misrule has gained each headway, that to 
hot-headed men desperate remedies seem a 
necessity. ■■ Unprincipled politicians have

and Hearty work ! When the good Dr. 
Alexander, of l’nnretowu, iu New Jersey, 
lay adyiog. some one carre to him and 
quoted a passage 1er la- canif,-rt a- lie lav 
half unconscious—‘ I know ia w hom I 
have believed !’ A tire lit up his glazing 
eve, and tbe old Christian warrior roused 
hiiuself as for an .utterance of latest testi
mony, and he said to his startled listeners,
• No, I can not allow eveu a preposition 
between me ami my Saviour: • I know 
whom I have believed ! * I.et us go up to 
that level ; let the grea- baptized heart of 
the Church get up to the level ot intimate, 
close, faithful union with Christ, and we 
and our cause are sate No tear of the 
Confessional then. Assuredly these who 
will not hear an intervening preposition 
will never brook au intervening priest. No 
tear ot overweening sorrow then ; for we 
shall remember that although God buries 
his workmen, he carries on his work. No 
fear of relaxed efforts then : for idleness w'H 
be seen in its hateful ness as a sin against 
boundless lore. - No tear id straitened 
means and empty exchequers, and niggard 
doles, and small hearted liberalities hen ; for 
the frost of every heart must melt that is so 
near the Savior ; aud meu putting away the 
large greeds and little givings of tltcir 
childish days, will, like Aratmah. • as a 
king give uuto the king pouring out their 
treasures as brave warriors their blood, and 
giving, or striving to give, in some far-off 
and reverent manner, alter the measure of 
Him who,that we aud the world might live, 
spared not his only begotten Son !”
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for we
find that bis eensibilkiee lie withered at ti*e 
feet of no imperious «analysis. When half 
a year bas elapsed, by accident, he reads 
Marmontel’s simple story of a hoy’s self- 
denial, his sympathy is touched to tears, 
and his “burden grew tighter.” Justly, 
may we infer that if, by accident, Le had 
read Luke's account of the self-abnegation, 
found in the “ Man of sorrows,” like Run
yan’s pilgrim he would have been led to 
lay all his burden at the loot of the cross, 
and with simple faith to travel toward the 
celestial city. Thie lad's Chrisllioess reach 
ed the heart of the great and unfortunate 
John Stuart Mill. His father bad taught 
hint that personal happiness was life’s high
est motive, and this philosophy bad left his 
soul terribly hungry. “ By accident,’ 
a vivid picture of sell, made subservient to 
sacrifice, met. his famished eyes ; and sur
rounded, as it was, by his own woèftil 
visions, this seemed transcendently beauti
ful. What Mill saw was * flint reflection 
of Christ's life, and it helped him.

It is a cold, dismal childhood he tells us 
of, with no mother and we God He was 
atheistic, possibly, by hereditary taint; 
certainly, by his father’s careful traioiug ; 
and, ultimately, by hie own deliberate 
choice. To reach skepticism there were 
no habits of thought and no religious preju
dices which must needs be overcome. 
Surely, infidelity could aak no fitter cir
cumstances in which to train a loyal icono
clast of those antiquated notions of atone
ment and vicarious suffering. Despite all, 
the great philosopher found that his utili
tarianism ate awaj his heart, and left him 
in the blackness of darkness. Into this 
gloom there came a vision of that which is 
the Christ-spirit, whether incarnate iu 
human character or human history ; aud 
hie “ burden grew lighter.”

Tbe great lesson of his life is this : Not 
only is man a religious being, but though 
untainted by early prejudices aud uotoucli 

( ed by external influences, so natural to the

tween Dr. Sangster and Goldwin Smith.
Tbe Globe came ont very strongly against basis.
Dr. 8. basing its objections solely upon Appreciating the advantages likely to 
moral grounds—because the docter had ob- flow from a I rank interchange of opinions

taken advantage of the bad feelings of tbe human constitution is the gospel, that the 
whites toward the blacks, aud, securing human soul unguided by its priuciplos, must 
political power, pursued a policy that meets remain forever unsatisfied. Aside from 
with almost universal condemnation. But revelation and its authority, Christ is in- 
the most of these outrages have been com-r deed a necessity to human nature ; and,

hence, must remain eternally enthroned in 
human hearts.—N. W. Advocate.

SPECIAL AGENCIES AMONG WES- 
LEYANS.

This Conference, after an interesting session 
often days, was brought to a el>se on 
4th inst. ,

Among several addresses delivered at lue 
Breakfast Meeting, wo find the following in 
the Globe's special report —

Rev. Homer Eiton, D.D , gave interesting 
statements and figures on the strength of 
Methodism in the United States. He said 
that while passing out of old customs still the 
fire of divine love never burned higher or 
brighter, never was there a deeper consecra
tion to God than today Methodist presell
ers never went more cheerfully and prayer
fully to their work, nor presented t!u truth 
more evangelically than today. The old 
Gospel that was preached with clearness and 
power is preached today with equal clearness 
and power. If wo only hold on to this spirit, 
abide under the ernes in the same spirit, we 
ean take the world for Christ.

Bov. J. Gardner followed in his happiest 
mood ; his speech breathed the true spirit of 
Christian fraternity.

Rev Mr. Blackstoek, Wesleyan, was next 
called upon. He spoke of his great pleasure 
in attending the Conference. He strong
ly favoured the unification of Methodism. 
“ True,” said he, “ you can succeed without 
a Union. This beautiful ehuroll proves if. 
You have vindicated by tbe wager of battle 
your right to a placi in the country. Wo 
can get on without a union, but could all do 
better with it.”

Rev. Dr. Gracey followed with an able 
racy address. He said tbe representatives of 
the British Government bad stood in defence 
of him in heathen lands when men would have 
torn him to pieces. They have a grand op
portunity for missionary work in this country. 
He spoke of the heathen women and working 
of the Woman’s Missionary S iciety. A 
grander, nobler act of Christians does not exist 
than -those in tbe English colonies.

Tint Committtee on Methodist Union, 
appointed four years ago, reported. Their 
report rehearsed the steps taken by the 
Committee iu negotiating with other Me
thodist bodies of the Domioion, their fail
ure up to the present time to consummate 
so desirable au object. It spoke of tbe 
Union now consummated between the Wea- 
leyans and New Connection Methodists, 
and recommended the appointment of a 
committee to confer with auy Methodist 
bodies ou the subject of Methodist union.

The report was adopted, and the Com
mittee on Nomination was ordered to pre
sent the names of the said Committee.

SEVERAL METHODIST ITEMS.

milted in States where colored people are 
not in the majority. In Tennessee, a few 
days ago, a woman was murdered for no 
other offense than teaciog a negro school.
In the same State, last week, more than 
half a score of negroes were lynched by a 
mob of white men. In Texas, like outrages
are perpetrated, but chiefly on whites, whose An interesting debate took place in the 
only crime is that they are from the North British Conference on Wednesday, August 
and have shown sympathy for the blacks. 12th, in regard to the recognition that 
Butin these States the “ white man's govern- should be given to Evangelists from other
ment,” of which we bear so much foolish denominations and other countries. It . . ....
talk, has political control. Ooe cannot arose on the report of a committee appoint- Pended lbl8 c-,untry lu tbe erection of 
shut his eyes to the fact that with scarcely ed to consider memorials from various cir- chapels, organs therein, schools, ministers - 
an exception the negroes are the sufferers in cults, recommending that the existing rule boll8e9> and restoration (, including more 
these conflicts. They Have neither fair play be maintained. Mr. Arthur remarked that Jj)*n R million ra the liquidation ol debt, 
nor mercy accorded them. Their crime is the church was “in danger of supposing ,rbe number of additional sittings provided

that Ood was only going to move io the 18 mo^c ",an a million, anu the outiv 
grooves that Methodism made. He would ber chapels erected has averaged about 
no more do this than work only in the 006 a weeb- These figures do not include 
groove that Episcopacy or Presbyterianism j ^*e °°8^ sites, chapels, organs, schools, 
made. If a church tied its own hands, and and houses the gifts ol private individuals

Pkooress or Wesleyan Methodism. 
—During the past 20 years nearly four aud 
a half millions have been raised aud ex-

that they are a despised race whom the re
sults of a civil war have clothed with civil 
rights which their former masters have 
determined they shall not enjoy.

The cry is that a war of the races is an 
inevitable reâttlt of tbe new condition in the denied itself the liberty to accept such ioci- 
South. Tbe meaning plainly is that we dental services as God might raise up, it 
will exterminate the enfranchised freedmen would be oertain to lose spiritual power, 
rather than let them share equal political He had alwave thought that it was unde
rights. This is the tenor of nearly all that airable to embarrass conscientious, careful 
we hear from the South ; even those who men by such legislation as that referred to. 
seem to bear no hatred to the freedmen are It prevented many spiritually-minded peo- 
constantiy assuring us that the two races pie among them from believing in the poa- 
canuot live together in harmony, sinoe the sibility of their being providentially guided, 
black has become a citizen. The most or from feeling confidence that they were 
charitable suggestion that has been put. looking only at the one great thing—the 
forth from writers of this class is that they advancement of the work of God. He
should be colonized as the Indians are, or would be glad if they could see their wav
be forced to emigrate to Mexico or South »o to interpret the rule as to show their 
America. This indisposition to treat an friends that, though they did not wish to 
inferior race, as they are called, with justice encourage laxity of administration and
is the main difficulty io the way of a peaceful needlessly disturb their own arrangements,
solution of the question of tbe races, they were nevertheless careful not to ex- 
Before the war Southern politicians ware elude such agencies as Divine Providence 
unanimous in declaring that the abolition might raise up.”
of slavery would be followed by the most | Dr. Rigg thought that tbe rules were well 
direful results. It was asserted that the founded, and had been enacted under cir- 
negro was a savage, with no other ioetiocte. cumstaoces which showed them to be neces- 
And many in the North believed it oo their sary. Mr. Toyne thought that the rules of 
testimony. But emancipation did not the church should be as elastic as possible, 
bring outrage and rapine as it bad been and that they should endeavor to get with 
prophesied The agricultural production them as many men called to the special 
of the South since the war is an answer to evangelistic work as they could. He ad- 
the assertion that the negro will not work, milted that difficulty might arise from the 
The deposits ia the Freedman's Savings liability of their efforts to interfere with tbe 
bauks make favorable comparison with the regular work of the circuits, 
thrift of whites of the laboring class. They 1 It was shown that Messrs. Moody aod 
have diligently sought to acquire education Sankey bad administered in tbe chapels at 
and secure homesteads. The like cannot be Newcastle, with the sanction of the Super- 
shown of any other race thrust out of slavery iotendeut, on week days, but not on Sun- 
into freedom ae they were. | days, and that they had caused no embar-

Men who exercise their reason will not rassmeot. Tbe committee’s motioo was 
believe that such a people cannot live with amended, and adopted in tbe shape that it 
any other race that ie willing to deal justly was deemed inexpedient to alter the rule, 
with them. If tbe South has seemed to This is meant probably to leave its enforce- 
lack tbe sympathy of the North io their ment a matter of discretion 
straggle with misrule, it is because of this 
determination to defraud tbe negro of his 
civil rights. How else can they under
stand all this cry about a “ white mao’s 
government,” the organization of White 
Leagues,” and these outrage* on

CLOSER TO CHRIST.

Rev. Dr. Punshon, in closing bis grand
______ ___ ____ __________the *Peecb at tlw Wesleyan Miwiooary Anoi-
colored race and their friends The North is veraary, Exeter Hall, London, May 4th, 
scarcely leas interested in the prosperity is carr'«<j b‘* hearers to the highest pitch of 
the South than tbe citizens of that portion enthusiasm, when, after an eloquent trib- 
of tbe country. They have contributed ute 10 fellow-laborers, who had fallen at 
liberally to aid in the education of the tbeir P°*ts of dut7> b« said :
Freedmen with no other thought than their “ The sole remedy for all our woes, all 
elevation as citizens. Why should their onr apprehensions, all our sorrow, is just 
efforts be looked upon with suspicion ? to come closer to Christ—closer to Christ 
They have ehowb a willingness to coqtrib- in personal experience, closer to Christ in 
ate tbeir capital and labor to develops the daily communion, closer to Christ in per- 
resources ot the Southern Sûtes ; why petoal reliance, closer to Christ in impor-

tained in the States a divorce from his wife among those to whom the guardianship of should they be driven back with threats of lunate prayer, closer to Christ in honest

—amounting to about auother million ; and 
among ihe most recent donors arc the Duke 
of Wellington and the Karl of Derby, who F 
have given siics, aud the Duke of Devon
shire tbe site and tbe cost of erecting a 
beautiful chapel thereon.— T.ondon Times.

A must satisfactory feature of Method- ’ 
ism in tbe present day is, that it is ali)*^. 
everywhere in essential features. It does 
not waver in doctrine, but holds last to its 
original standards of Christian truth. It 
insists upon conversion to God, through 
penitent faith in tbe Lord Jesus Christ. It 
abides by the witness of the Holy Spirit to 
the believer that lie is a child of God. Jt 
inculcates growth in grace, maturity in 
love, and in personal meet ness for the in
heritance of the saints iu light. It enjoins 
attendance upon Christian sacraments and 
ordinances, aud provides for fellowship in 
Christ by stated communion of saints. 1; 
proclaims religious catholicity as its spirit 
among other evangelical churches, aud de, 
dares itself “ the Irieud of all aud the 
enemy of ooue.” It requires ol its adher
ents personal service, as well as pecuniary 
contributions ; aud avows as its constant 
and persevering object .“ to spread scrip
tural holiness through the world ” And 
let it thus continue steadfast in doctrine, in 
fellowship, aud in doing good unto all 
men, and its mission by Divine authority 
shall not cease, nor shall its progress iu the 
world bo diminished.— Watchman.

The proposal in the British Wesleyan 
Conference a year or two ago to raise two 
hundred aud fifty thousand pounds, the sub
scriptions to extend over ten years, for the 
promotion and extension of Methodism in 
Great Britain, is still a living question, 
and bas some prospect of being realized.
The Watchman and Advertiser, however, 
regrets that its management has fallen too 
exclusively into the hands of the clergy, 
and fears the laity, who must pay the 
money if it is raised at all, will become 
disaffected to the measure. Mr. Newborn, 
of Banbury, has promised a thousand 
pounds a year for ten years.

There is no phase of German Method
ism more remarkable than their success* in 
circulating Church periodicals published in 
tbeir own interests. The Evangelist, the 
German Methodist paper published by our 
Book Concern at Bremen, Germany, has 
nearly nine thousand subscribers. The , 
last missionary report shows the number 
of members aud probationers iu the Ger-


