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“Yes,"” replied Miss Page. ‘‘Let
us go and meet him. We are glad
to see you, Mr. Denison,” she said,
advancing with welcoming hand.
**The children are going blackber-
ring, but Nellie got a splinter: in
her finger and 1 stayed to remove
it. Would you like to come along
with us 7" (

greetings.,

“The feeling was mutual,”’ she
replied. ‘‘It is wonderful, isn't it,
what a fellow feeling we ‘Papists’
have when abroad, though at home
we might attend the same church
for years without taking any notice
of each other.”

“Yes, it is strange,’

said Peter,

Reason helps him to seek and stay
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‘““The blackberry patch is not
far away,”’ said Miss Page, ‘‘ and |
there are loads of berries which the
children are gathering for téa, and
aleo for jam, when some kind
friend sends us a supply of sugar.”

*1 shall be very glad to provide
the sugar,” replied Peter, putting |
his hand in his pocket and producing
a gold-piece, which he pressed
between Nellie's little fingers.

“Oh, thank you, thank you!”
said the child, giving the money to |
Miss Page. |

‘“ Perhaps, I may have a taste of
the jam before I go,” said Peter.
““ My grandmother used to make it,
and I am particularly fond of it.”

‘““Oh, but it takes hours and
hours to cook,” said Nellie. ‘‘ And
they won’'t begin to beil it till
tomorrow morning. I think it will
be late in the afternoon before it is
done.”

‘“But I have come to stay a week
or more,”” rejoined Peter. *‘That
is, if some one can find me a place
to stop. In that case I'm sure I
shall.”

‘“That is good news,” said Miss
Page. “‘I am sure you will enjoy
your visit. There will be no trouble
about a lodging—there are several
in the neighborhood.”” Then turn-
ing to the child she said, * Suppose
we don’t go blackberrying, Nellie,
but take Mr. Denison over to the
Bates house. I am almost sure
they can take him in.”’

“ Oh, yes, let’s do that,” said
Nellie, and Peter said, ‘1 have a
package here which I would like to
leaye now. It's pretty heavy, and
it's for you, Nellie, to divide with
your young companions. A bucket
of candy.”

“ And have you carried that
heavy thing aJl the way from
town 7" asked Miss Page.

* Not altogether,” replied Peter
laughingly. *‘ The boat carried it
part of the way, and the stage
part.”

“You are a good man,” said
Nellie gravely, while the two elders
smiled at her earnestness.

‘“Here, Milton!"”” called Miss
Page to a boy who was mowing
nearby, ‘‘ take this up to the house
and leave it outside the door of my
room. She pointed to the candy,
which the boy lifted to his shoulder
and conveyved to its destination.
The three then turned in the dir-
ection of the farmhouse where
Peter hoped to find lodging.

“1 shall be looking forward to
that jam, Nellie,”” said Peter as
they proceeded.

It will be good—very good,”
said the child. ‘* Mrs. Bunker,
she’s the cook, can make very nice
things. Do you know how to make
jam, Mr.— 7"

‘“ Denison,” said Peter.

““ Mr. Denison, do you know how
to make it ?”

*“ I’m afraid not, Nellie.”
““1do—I watched her the other
day.”’
*“ Well, how is it done ?”’

“First, you wash the berries yery
well indeed, in a large pan. Then
you put them in the big kettle,
mash and mash them, and put them
on the stove with the fire not too
hot. You have to weigh them—I
forgot to say that. Some people
put water with them, but that
spoils them, Mrs. Bunker says, but

| heart !

Peter, and Miss Page thought, ‘‘ He
has a”h'ndvr and compassionate

The fortnight was nearly over.
It was Sunday evening and Peter
was about to take his departure in
the morning. He had said good-bye

| to the children; including Nellie,

who had clung to his hand, and
lifted her face to be kissed, .an

[ invitation which Peter accepted

with pleasure, not unaccompanied
by embarrassment.

‘“ Miss Page,” he said, when the
leave-takings were over, ** will you
come for a last short walk down the
road 7"’

She turned at once to accompany
him.

When they had passed the gate,
he said : ‘* Miss Page, | have taken
a great fancy to Nellie. I do not
wish to lose sight of her.”

‘“And 1 amh worried about her,’
said Miss Page.

‘“What is wrong?”’ inquired
Peter. ‘““She seems perfectly
healthy, and I have never seen any
one improve as she has since the
first day I saw her.”

" She is very well,”’ replied Miss
Page—'‘she really has improved
wonderfully. But her grandmother
died last week, and she has no
home. We have not told her yet,
not wishing to spoil her outing.
But a home must be found for her
at once or she will have to go to an
asylum,”’

“To an asylum!” exclaimed
Peter. ‘‘1 hate the thought of
such places.”

‘“ People are eager to adopt
infants, but it is not so easy to fi
a home for a child of Nellie's agé.
They often make drudges of the
poor little creatures. Nellie is not
strong, and she is unusually sweet
and refined.”

Peter did not reply immediately.
He walked on with his eyes on the
ground, his lips firmly set, as
though in deep reflection. Miss
Page, watching the tense expres-
sion of his countenance, wondecring
what thoughts were in his mind.

‘*Miss Page,”” he said at last,
coming a step nearer and regarding
her earnestly with his honest eyes,
** I have just spent the happiest two
weeks of-my life since I was a little
chap passing my vacation at my
grandmother’s. It has been a
delight to me to be among these
little children. I realize now that I
have been a selfish man—unconsci-
ously, perhaps—that I have not
mingled enough with my fellow-
men. But I mean to turn over a
new leaf. Your kindness and self-
?bnoga't_ion have taught me a
iC88on.

““But 1 am paid for this work,
Mr. Denison,” replied Miss Page.
‘It is my vocation.”

““No money could pay for such
devotion as yours. You are a born
mother. ‘Why have you not mar-
ried ?”’

“To tell the truth, I havesnever
thought of it,” she replied, as
simply and frankly as Peter had
spoken. ‘‘I am alone in the world,”
she continued. ‘“1 have been an
orphan ever since I was five years
old. So I can sympathize with
children like these. Don’t you
think it's time to turn back, Mr.
Denison ? It must be nearly ten—
and the doors are locked at half-
past.”’

it a shapely and sightly appearance. [
When a child is young it is suscept- |
ible or apt to respond to the untir-
ing efforts of the mother to make |
her child a good Christian. It |
cannot be asserted too emphatically
and repeated too frequently for |
Christian parents that the religious
foundation must be laid during the
tender age of the life of the child. |
Religion must, as it were, become |
part and parcel of its spiritual |

,being, bone of its bone, flesh of its

flesh. A pious priest says: ‘I can |
never forget the principles of relig- [
ion which my parents instilled into |
my_soul during the years of my |
infancy.” Consequently, as soon as |
the child becomes capable of specch l
it should learn to utter the Holy |
Name of Jesus and the ever sweet |
name of the Mother of God. It|
should learn to make the sign of the |
cross, and know that it has a|
guardian angel continually by its |
side to guard and guide it, to shield |
it against dangers of body and |
soul. Parents shauld in all earnest- {
ness impress upon their children
reverence and respect toward their |
guardian angel and urge them to‘
follow his promptings. Parents
desirous of making the most oﬂ
their children, i. e., worthy and |
exemplary members of holy Church
and useful and model members of
family and social life and an inspira- |
tion for those with whom they come |
in contact, must niake this Christian
education the prime factor in their
life and must not let themselves
grow remiss in the fulfilment of
this duty, but must keep this |
parental care unceasingly before |
their minds and must bring them-
selves daily, and again and again,
face to face with this Christian |
duty. Christian training is an!
art, and a difficult art, and not all |
parents succeed in the practise of |
this art. Experience tells us that |
even the best parents have made the |
saddest mistakes in the training of
their children and that notwith- |
standing the untiring efforts on the
part of parents to bring up thvir‘
children good and pious, the chil- |
dren4rave turned out failures, It
is a consolation, however, to know
that this is the exception rathor‘
than the rule and that most parents
are successful if they want to made
it a success.

It is a time-honored custom and
earnestly to be recommended for
Christian parents to establish the
pious practise of family devotions,
to perform their prayers in common.
This pious practise is bound more
than all else to convert the home
into a pious sanctuary. No day is
begun without prayer, no day is
ended without prayer, no meal is
eaten without prayer before and
after. To make their children feel
at home, it is well for the parents
to allow the oldest or the youngest
to lead in ,prayer. This pious
custom will have later on this
advantage, when the children are
grown up, that they are expected to
be at home at the right time and
the proper hour.—The Sentinel of
the Blessed Sacrament.

Reverence is an attitude of mind
and heart that should be assiduous-
ly cultivated, especially by the
young. To be irreverent means to
miss the finest things in life and to
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