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THE STRA iE VISITOR AGAIN

For Howard, true enjoyment had
gone out of everything. It was
apparent to the most casual observer
that his gayety was forced, and the
very which Malverton's
mirthful sallies sometimes
faded they well
lips.
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ere were upon his
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he would
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but Howard shook
his head took special care to
evade all future questioning. Ellen
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to secure satisfactory replies
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there was something so
brilliant in Howard's extraordinary
talent that it excited his warmest
admiration and love for the fortunate
possessor. Inheriting but in a very
slight degree his father's
parts, possessing but a very ordinary
ability for mastering knowledge
even in its simplest form, and
acquiring intelligence only by
intense application, he yet possessed
that which was worth them all for
the insuring of happiness to himself
and those about him. He had the
generous, kindly qualities of his
mother — her = quick, ever-ready
sympathy, and her benevolent dis-
position. It never occurred to him
to envy Howard Courtney ; knowing
his own deficiency in native talents,
he was content to acquire by per
severing study such knowledge as he
might, without even breathing a
wish to be other than he was, and
delighted when opportunity pre
sented itself for the bestowal of his
meed of admiration those whom
Heaven bhad gifted. But simple and
unostentatious his character
appeared to a casual observer
beneath all that courtly reserve and
inimitable grace of manner which he
inherited from his father, there was
a depth and solidity which more
brilliant characters sadly want. His
friendships, once surely formed.
were undying; his of truth
something marvellous in one who
had many and such gay com
panions ; and his religious belief, as
he had been taught it, something to
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gilent with astonishment for a
moment ; then, with his usual strict
adherence to truth, he answered :

“1 wish I could say, Miss Courtney,
that there was nothing the matter ;
but something has arisen between us
which has rendered me exceedingly
uncomfortable—not upon
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peeing her white lips about to part
for further questioning, he hastened
to add

"I think you
your brother,

She drooped her head and turned
back to the apartment, while Malver
ton passed slowly to his room,
Howard returned long, and at
once sought his sister's apartment,
Flinging himself into the chair
which she had vacated on his
entrance, he beguntin the passionate
manner which had habitual
with him of late
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All the religious fervor of which
Ellen Courtney's finely- wrought
nature was all the
religious horror vhich such an
enthusiastic soul as hers must feel
at the bare contemplation of such a
step that which Howard had
avowed his intention of doing, were
aroused. The timidity of the child,
became at once merged in the spirit
of a fearless and devoted woman.
Her own identity seemed lost ; she
was simply one to whom a case—as
she considered it— of premeditated
apostasy had become known, and it
became her stern duty to put forth
every effort which she was capable of
making to prevent it. It not
his child - sister Howard had
always regarded Ellen, who talked
and pleaded with him now, who
grasped his hands and forced his
attention, whether he would or not
—it was some cne to whom Howard

Courtney had listened before :
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her firm, earnest words elucidating
the treacherous position he was
about to occupy towards his God, his
mother, and himself ; her touching
appeal to the manhood in his nature,
and her forcible descriptions of the
truth, beauty and consolations in the
religion he would virtually adjure
vivid impression on the
boy's impulsive mind. The restless
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from which Ellen issued with a more
gerene expression of countenance
than she had worn for weeks., Meet
ing Malverton in one of the deserted
parlors, whither he had gone for the
quieter perusal of a book, she
with a charming blending of, frank-
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ness and modesty in her manner :

* Accept my thanks for the counsel
you gave Howard. He has told
that the cause of your
due to the earnest manner in which
you dissuaded him from entering a
college adverse to his faith, I thank
you sincerely for your generous act,
and I know you will be pleased to
hear that he has decided to enter the
Propaganda

She turned smilingly away, and he
repaired to the window to watch her
white-robed form as she hurried to
join Lady Grosvenor in the latter's
walk to the shore. For the first
time there arose in the youth's heart
a feeling of envy towards Howard
Courtney—he envied him the posses
sion of such a sister.
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Mrs. Courtney, with
appearance attested the
frequent and protracted
the missive twice ere she
prehended its import; then, with a
nervous dispatch, she donned her
out-door garments and hastened. with
it to the institute where Brother
Fabian taught. The mild - faced,
black-robed porter conveyed her
tremulously-given message, und after
the lapse of a few moments, Brother
Fabian joined her in the little plainly
furnished reception-room.

“"Well ?” he said coldly, turning
his eyes to the floor after they had
rested a moment on her face,

She proffered him the letter for a
reply, and stood with drooped head
while he perused it.

‘Well ! said again, glancing
his eyes for the second time over the
neatly written contents.

She answered tremulously.

Arrange for his admission, and
tell me if I not think God
answering my prayers—may I not
hope for the realization of that
which alone can render my old age
happy?

He looked for an instant at the
white, haggard face, and replied, as
if his words were meant for his own
hearing

It is not for man to comprehend
God's inscrutable ways.”” Then, as if
eager for her departure, he ap
proached the door, saying: "1 will
have all the necessary arrangements
made, and with a slight diminu
tion of the sternness in
daughter, 1 suppose, w
in Europe till
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arrived at last, Howard almost
rudely grasped it from Ellen's hand,
and hurried to his room to peruseit;
the gentle girl followed with a slower
step, but with a palpitating heart
His brow darkened ere he had half
read the missive.

' I cannot be trusted,” he thought;
“pince she deputes Ellen to remain.”

He half flung the letter to her, and
turned to the window.

Poor, pale, fluttering Ellen! On
learning that the charge, the yielding
of which she had so ardently antici-
pated, was to be still longer borne,
that the mother whom she yearned
to see@ was to be, for an indefinite
time, separated from her, and that
home scenes, for which her affection
ate heart panted, were not togreet
her, she bowed her face on the mis
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She sprang to his side, knelt at his
feet, and holding up her clasped
hands, which still retained the mis
sive, she said
"0 Howard !
written anew,
mother gives to watch over
your faith. Poor,simple girl as I am,
how can I influence such an intellect
as yours? But promise me, Howard,
that you will watch yourself,
that mother shall welcdme y«
your return as a pries’ of the
High,"”

Her to affected gaze,
seemed to assume the expression he
saw in the face of a suffering madonna

apainting by one of the old masters
which had bung in some Italian
church he had visited, and the coun
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which seemed to flood her
face with its brightness, an
swered him, and the grateful pres
of her fingers upon his own,
with the tremulously spoken
"It you Howard, 1 not
mind the longer separation from
mamma,” repaid him for the sacrifice
of feeling which he had made.
Lady Grosvenor had also received
American letter—one from Mrs.
Courtney written in the tender,
pathetic strain which could not fail
to touch the English lady's
Without - betraying aught the
ties which prevented
her personal upon the
children, told sufficient to enlist
Lady Grosvenor's warmest sympathy
to make her even forget, for a time
the anxiety caused the covert ill
feeling existing between her husband
and Howard Immediately
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vwwn, The air was
ephyrs of spring,
the moon's shimmering on the
freshly sprinkled grass made the
scene such as delighted the fair being
who gazed upon it. Suddenly a form
rapidly crossed the space where the
bright rays shone, and advanced
directly to the house—not to the mas
sive front entrance, but, taking a cir
cuitous route to the drawing
windows, it lightly
the open casement,
the frightened, and well-nigh scream-
ing girl.
Hush,” said the stranger,
a hand over her parting lips.
There was sufficient light for Ellen
to recognize her brother in the travel-
stained form, and flushed, wild-look
ing face of the stranger
Be not alarmed,” he whispered ;
but take me where we can be neither
heard nor seen, and I will explain my
sudden appearance.”
With trembling limbs and a wildly

beating heart ghe hastily conducted

gentle
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occupied in her own apartment, ghe
locked the door in obedience to his
request, and breathlessly waited his
explanation. He threw himself into
the easy chair just beneath the
lighted chandelier, and even Ellen's
frightened eyes saw how much he
had altered during the few months of
his absence He was much taller
and older looking, with that girlish
delicacy of complexion for which he
had been remarkable, replaced by a
ruddy brown the contour of
countenance, his whole bearing so
indicative of manliness that his sister
| half shrank from him, as some one
who had usurped her brothefs's being.
She remained aloof, gazing with a
sort of horror-stricken surprise, till
he extended his hand, saying

his
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But before she reached the garden
gate she perceived that a boy
already fumbling with its rather
complicated latch. He was not
big, and at a glance Mrs
he was a stranger. He was coming
to ask the way, or the time, or per
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It was a long letter and it con
tained a check. Jack Grigg had just
enlisted : it was at the beginning of
the war His wife had accepted a
professional engagement which
likely to be more or less permament
They had three little ls at school
Jack didn't mention the word con
vent but their great difficully was
Johnnie. He too delicate for
the ordinary boarding-school, and
they wanted to send him into the
country. If his grandmother would
only him for Johnnie
would benefit enormously. They
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ated it. Johnnie had adopted his
grandmother, and really there
nothing more to be said about it.
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Twenty times a day Mrs, Grigg told
herself that the child resembled his
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