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" Cease, Elian I I am the cause of 
this sorrow, and your tears are stub
bing me to the heart."

She sprang to hie side, knelt at his 
feet, and holding up her clasped 
hands, which still retained the mis
sive, she said :

“ O Howard ! you have read here, 
written anew, the charge which 
mother gives me — to watch over 
your faith. Poor, sim nie girl as 1 am, 
how can 1 influence such an intellect 
as yours ? But promise me, Howard, 
that you will watch yourself, and 
that mother shall welcdme you on 
your return as a pries', of the Most 
High.”

feeing her white lips about to part ness and modesty in her manner : 
for further questioning, he hastened “Accept my thanks for the counsel 
to add t you gave Howard. He has told me

“I think you will learn it all from that the cause of your dispute was 
your brother." due to the earnest manner in which

She drooped her head and turned you dissuaded him from entering a 
back to the apartment, while Malver- college adverse to his faith. 1 thank 
ton passed slowly to hie room, you sincerely for your generous act, 
Howard returned ere long, and at and I know you will be pleased to 
once sought his sister's apartment, hear that he has decided to enter the 
Flinging himself into the chair Propaganda.”
which she had vacated on his She turned smilingly aw&y, and he 
entrance, he begun-in the passionate repaired to the window to watch her 
manner which had become habitual white-robed form as she hurried to

join Lady Orosvenor in the latter's 
walk to the shore. For the first 
time there arose in the youth's heart 
a feeling of envy towards Howard 
Courtney—he envied him the posses
sion of such a sister.

him to her room ; then ascertaining 
that Miss Flanagan was securely 
occupied in her own apartment, she 
locked the door in obedience to his 
request, and breathlessly waited his 
explanation. He threw himself into 
the easy chair just beneath the 
lighted chandelier, and even Ellen’s 
frightened eyes saw how much he 
had altered during the few months of 
his absence. He was much taller 
and older looking, with that girlish' 
delicacy of complexion for which he 
had been remarkable, replaced by a 
ruddy brown — the contour of his 
countenance, his whole bearing so 
indicative of manliness that hie sister 
half shrank from him, as some one 
who had usurped her brother's being. 
She remained aloof, gazing with a 
sort of horror stricken surprise, till 
he extended his hand, saying :

TO BE CONTINUED

AMBITION’S CONTEST have her letter read by a etranger 
than by young Tom Rice. And this 
boy looked almost like a gentleman's 
eon. No Gritford lad, this 1

“Come in, sir, come in 1" she said 
“the latch is a bit awkward."

“Could you kindly tell me—" the 
boy was beginning, cap in hand, 
when Mrs. Grigg interrupted him 
with, “Yes, it's just a bit after four ; 
hut come in and rest yourself and 
have a cup o’ tea. I'm just goin' to 
have mine. And you look tired."

“I am a little tired," he admitted, 
taking the easy chair she offered 
him, “and 1 thank you very much, 
madam ; you are most kind. And I 
dare say you'll be able to tell me—'" 

liut Mrs. Grigg, who was already 
taking the letter from the corner 
cupboard, called out to him, “You 
can read writing, 1 expect, young 
sir." ,
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THE STRANGE VISITOR AGAIN TORONTOOffice Hour» 9 to 4
* For Howard, true enjoyment had 

gone out of everything. It was 
apparent to the most casual observer 
that his gayety was forced, and the 
very smiles which Malverton's 
mirthful sallies sometimes provoked 
faded ere they were well upon his 
lips.
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with him of late :
“1 am not going home with you,

“Was it illness of which he would Ellen." 
not speak ?" Lady Orosvenor affec- All the undefined fears which bad 
tionately queried, but Howard shook been so long in her heart were 
his head and took special care to asayming palpable shape now ; but 
evade all future questioning. Ellen with a calmness which surprised 
had ceased her inquiries and remon- herself she asked : 
etrances, for both had been impotent “Why ?" CHAPTEti VII
to secure satisfactory replies ; she “Because I am going to college ambition's first wild course 
sought, by busying herself with such somewhere in Europe," he replied ; , ,, . . . , ,. . M
preparations for their return home “and to go home would be a needless n . „ . .
as those in which she was capable of loss of time." “ney the de.“ o£ Pne °' her
assisting, to banish her fears for her With her voice still as Arm as children to remam longer from home 
brother, and anxiously counted the though some terrible clasp did not wa8 \er^h Cltr.u P y m , , eP e.r, y 
days which must elapse ere their 6ecm to bind her heart, she said : worded; breathmg naugh of he
embarkation tor New York, between "Is it a needless loss of time to go "b^ved! and Hating nothing which 
Howard Courtney and Malverton home, that mamma, whose heart is , , , .. K
Orosvenor, opposite natures though breaking because of absence from tt-e^rUof h^“.“ouf, 
the lads possessed, there existed a you, may see you before you goto it Qn,y gently acquainted her with 
friendship almost girl-like in its college ? Howard s decision and strove to
warm attachment, particularly on Howard sprang from his chair, , ,
thq part of the English lad, to whom, and began to pace the room while he K^nin?nrimx°thA hnnnv* roHnl^nf
ardent admirer as be was of genius answered : by Plc‘ur.m« tb? hapPy PCBl'lt °'
in any form, there was something so “I know all you would say, Ellen, a °Conrtney, with ' eyT whoae“■,« s.r.ss.is -ta? «
admiration and love for the fortunate yours ; but it will be no use ; 1 shall Çe(Iue.u an P™ rac 8 v*Bj *’ re0 
possessor. Inheriting but in a very not go home-I am going to college the missive twice ere she fully corn- 
slight degree his father's superior with Malverton Grosvenor. ' ™ dnnLd b,6,
parts possessing but a very ordinary All the religious fervor of which out.door garments and hastened.wYth 
ability for mastering knowledge Ellen Courtney s finely - wrought . tb80 institute wbere ,trother
acquiring “fg'ence ^nl'y "by “eTg^us" horroTthich^sulL »e mi,d faced,
intense application, he yet possessed enthusiastic soul as hers must feel t^u^^ly.given message,^nd after 
that which was worth them all for at the bare contemplation of such a ! ,, , , 6 , K
the insuring of happiness to himself step as that which Howard had Re lapse of a few moments Brother 
and those about him. He had the avowed his intention of doing, were I *abla? >°,ned ber ™ the little plainly 
generous, kindly qualities of his aroused. The timidity of the child, j °» w .?? p . .
mother - her quick, ever-ready became at once merged in the spirit .. '\e‘* L be Ba*d “ d>y- ‘“rn, "« 
sympathy, and her benevolent dis- 0f a fearless and devoted woman. , A t ilprlf„pH 1
position It never occurred to him Her own identity seemed lost ; she h profiered him the letter for a 
to envy Howard Courtney ; knowing was simply one to whom a ca“-“ reply, and stood with drooped head 
his own deficiency in native talents, ehe considered it — of premeditated w£ile he nerused it 
he was content to acquire by per- apostasy had become known, and it j "well !" he ««.id «««in ol«n«in« 
severing study such knowledge as he became her stern duty to put forth .. , ,, ® f
might, without even breathing a every effort which she was capable of I 
wish to be other than he was, and making to prevent it. It was not ne?‘ly
delighted when opportunity pre- his child - sister, as Howard had 1 „nd
sented itself for the bestowal of his always regarded Ellen, who talked . .. . f 'nd ic
meed of admiration on those whom and pleaded with him now, who ‘e“^in« ï J
Heaven had gifted. But simple and grasped hie hands and forced his ? . ® ,. y p 7. y. .. .
unostentatious as his character attention, whether he would or not . , , . .
appeared to a casual observer, -it was some one to whom Howard ren ? 686
beneath all that courtly reserve and Courtney had never listened before ; 5 i 1 j *
inimitable grace of manner which he her firm, earnest words elucidating , .? ® i°fo^n m8i 1? ,1 u
inherited from his father, there was the treacherous position he was "h‘te' hag(gard face, and replied, as 
a depth and solidity which more about to occupy towards his God, his "otdB were meant tor h,s own
brilliant characters sadly want. His mother, and himself; her touching ?' .._ . t ,
friendships, once surely formed, appeal to the manhood in his nature, r « no , ,miia «°,, c®™Pre 1GDwere undying; his love of truth a£d he, forcible descriptions of the ‘“or he^ demrture hf ap
something marvellous in one who truth, beauty and consolations in the ^ p
had so many and such gay com- religion he would virtually adjure, broached the door, saying: 1 will 
panions ; and his religious belief, as | made a vivid impression on the have a11 the necessary arrangements 
he had been taught it, something to boy’s impulsive mind. The restless 
which he lived strictly in practice as 
in thought. His applause of Howard 
had been more enthusiastic than 
that given by the other lads, and his 
praise of Howard’s talents more
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Her face, \to his affected gaze, 
seemed to assumexthe expression he 
saw in the face of a suffering madonna 
—a painting by one of the old masters, 
which had hung in some Italian 
church he had visited, and the coun 
tenance of which, with its wonder
fully touching look, had made a 
strange impression upon his mind. 
The rays of the sunset streaming in 
through the open windows was ting
ing her hair with a golden hue, and 
the white robe, lying in soft folds 
about her person, all conspired to 
make that scone carve an indelible 
remembrance on Howard’s heart. In 
after years the vision of that white, 
kneeling figure was wont to come 
unbidden and unwished, when a 
false sophistry and the influence of a 
delusive ambition held him entirely 
in their sway. Impelled by the unto
ward tenderness of those strange 
feelings, he stooped to her now, and' 
said :

“ I pledge myself to do all I can, 
Ellen, in order to gratify your wish. 
Will that do ?"

A smile, which seemed to flood her 
whole face with its brightness, an
swered him, and the grateful pres
sure of her lingers upon his own, 
with the tremulously spoken :

“ It you do, Howard, 1 shall not 
mind the longer separation from 
mamma,” repaid him for the sacrifice 
of feeling which he had made.

Lady Grosvenor had also received 
an American letter—one from Mrs. 
Courtney — written in the tender, 
pathetic strain which could not fail 
to touch the English lady’s heart. 
Without betraying aught of the 
domestic difficulties which prevented 
her personal attendance upon the 
children, she told sufficient to enlist 
Lady Grosvenor’s warmest sympathy 
—to make her even forget, for a time 
the anxiety caused by the covert ill- 
feeling existing between her husband 
and Howard. Immediately on her 
perusal of the missive she sought 
Lord Grosvenor.

“ Some of its contents are of such 
a private nature, Stanwix,” she said, 
“ that I cannot read you all ; but It 
will be sufficient for you to know that 
Mary Ashland—as I prefer to call her 
still—desires us to retain Ellen with 
us till Howard has finished his col-
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“O certainly, madam,” he replied 
with a little laugh which lit up his 
pale face and made him look almost 
pretty.

“Then wfiilo the kettle boils 
just read me what’s in that letter,” 
she said, handing the opened 
envelope to the visitor.

“ Oh 1 ... but ... I say 1"
cried the boy jumping to his feet, 
“this is too funny ! Why, this 
letter's from daddy I Then you 
Mrs. Grigg — you are my grand
mother !

MRS. GRIGG’S LETTER
you

She read printed matter with diffi
culty ; she could certainly write her 
own name, but other people’s hand
writing was too much for her. Very 
few letters came to her in these 
days, and the few that did reach her 
were read aloud by old Peter the 
postman.

Yet one day Mrs Grigg resented 
Peter's supposition that the delivery 
of a letter gave him the prescriptive 
right to read it. There were other 
people in the world who could read 
handwriting quite as glibly as he 
did, she reminded him ; so Peter had 
gone away a little huffed. This was 
why, on a certain morning in March, 
Peter handed Mrs. Grigg a letter and 
made off with a curt salutation 
She did not call him back.

“Sarah Miles said she'd likely drop 
in for a cup of tea,” Mrs. Grigg 
reminded herself ; “I’ll get her to 
read it to me. . . Ah, I expect it's
from .Jack,” she continued, as she 
examined the envelope. “Well, it’ll 
keep all right till Sarah comes. He 
wants money, I expect ; and 
he may get it.”

It is a pitiful thing to hold in your 
hand a missive which is meant for 
your eyes alone, and yet be unable 
to read it ; but though this was Mrs. 
Grigg’s case she did not pity herself. 
A letter more or less was of small 
consequence to her—particularly if 
it came from Jack, her second, but 
by no means her favorite son. For 
according to Mrs. Grigg's creed this 
spoiled son of a dead father had 
committed three of the biggest 
crimes known to the sect to which
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Mrs. Grigg s only reply was to 
drop suddenly into the nearest chair 
and
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groan.
“Grandma !" exclaimed the boy, 

“you're not ill, are you ? Can I get 
you anything ?"

He had come close up to her, but 
the only reply she made was another 
groan, followed by a feeble “Bead 
it !"
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“But, grandma, you don’t mean to 
say you haven't read it ?” he asked. 
“Why, daddy wrote it on Sunday, 
and today’s Tuesday."

“ Read it, latf, " groaned Mrs. 
Grigg.

It was a long letter and it con
tained a check. Jack Grigg had just 
enlisted : it was at the beginning of 
the war. Ilis wife had accepted a 
professional engagement which was 
likely to be more or less permament. 
They had three little girls at school 
—Jack didn't mention the word con
vent — but their great difficulty was 
Johnnie. He was too delicate for 
the ordinary boarding-school, and 
they wanted to send him into the 
country. If his grandmother would 
only take him for a year, Johnnie 
would benefit enormously. They 
would be only too glad to pay what
ever she thought right—and so on.

ar mother,” the letter 
am bound to make 

one condition. Like his father and
. , ... . mother, Johnnie is a Catholic, andbad end Mrs. Grigg | he muat b(J brouRbt a9 6ucb

was positive. She never wrote to him , wrote flrst [Q th(J ie6tPot Gritford . 
-would not have done so if she had be te„g me that" he takes a few
been able to write, but he wrote to 1 -, , „„,, > Una i ^ •___,,

legiate term. The dear girl's educa her regularly if not frequently, after Johnnie's education, both relig
tion can be conducted in our house, And, marvel of marvels, he had • d . s tb . jLand she will occupy the place of a asked for money only once since he to bim dail ' and to cbui.^h a‘ 
daughter to me. Her mother makes had left home-not of her, but ot his o£ten ,l6 06sible You will not flnd 
but one proviso that we permit her father who was then living Of ' him neftr] 80 troubIesome a8 bis 
to go once a year to Home to see course his father sent it, and of father was ; indeed 1 shall not beat 
Howard. You will not object, dear. couree-ab, Mrs. Grigg was wrong aii surprised it he turns out to 

Lord Grosvenor bent from his that time : the money was repaid ; very agreeabie house mate 
haughty height, and put his arm within a month. Yet in spite ol lt was jobnn;e wbo saved tbe 
caressingly about her shoulders. , these facts. Grigg never kett;e from boiling over, and did it

“ 1 can refuse you nothing when received a letter from him without gQ neatly that Mrs. Grigg could 
you raise your eyes to mine in such feeling quite sure that, this time at Bcarve]y believe her eyes. Yet she 
a pleading manner. Keep Kllen least, Jack wanted money. sat stock still in her chair and seemed
Courtney with you if you wish." 8, mlBalJe 6eemed to b® a to be incapable either of speech or

Everythiog was arranged at last ; little thicker than usual, so that i movementi That she was genuinely
the preliminaries for Howard's admis- | 9n88 telt more positive than , upset wag ev;dent enough,
sion to the Propaganda concluded, ; «ver tbat '6 contained a request for a " You'll feel better after a cup of 
and he was accompanied thence by loau- would never lend him a tea, grandma," said Johnnie, lifting
the Grosvenors, his sister, O'Connor, penny, of course, but she would the lid of the teapot. “ Yes, the tea's 
and Anne Flanagan, when an affect- j enjoy the pleasure of saying so of in , gee sba„ | magh it grandma?" 
lug farewell of the lad was taken, dictating a reply through the Nqw if there was one thing more 
For poor O'Connor there was no fur- j medium of barah Miles, wbo wrote than another about which Mrs. Grigg 
ther use, and immediately that the ^‘ her letters. x Was exceedingly particular it was the I
party arrived inEngland he sailed for but :'llsd Miles was a dressmaker, , makjng 0£ bcr tea ; yet she sat silent I 
New York, laden with loving messages aui1 an order for mourning that —fascirxa.tea, perhaps—while Johnnio 
from Ellen, and regretted more than ; dame morning deprived her of the , cai.efuuy poured in the water, and 
he suspected by Aune Flanagan, who smallest i-aance of drinking tea with uoj. to0 mucb Gf jt, 
was still to remain as Miss Courtney’s ; ^rB- (*riRK [or several days to come. | “ G; course, I take mine very
maid. «° tbe letter lay unopened in the j weak .. be remarked, “ with lots of

Ellen Courtney sought, by apply- 1‘Mle corner cupboard whmh was | mUk -,
have pledged myself—not madness, j jng herself diligently to the direc- kept locked. j Quite a hundred times before she
since it will show how earnestly I ; tions of the tutors whom Lady Gros- ' ll'8 11 (lueer thln8 as you cau went to bed tbat nigbt Mrs Grigg 
strove to accomplish the blessed end | venor provided for her, to banish the ™®ver see pepple when you want j told bersel( tbat ber 80n jack had
—and not madness if it will be ; pnin caused by her separation from eni> -'l'"9- Grigg told herself on tbe a[waya boeu a fool, but that the
accepted as a part atonement for j Howard, and her impatience for the afternoon of the second day after notion of her taking a boy—a Roman 
early wrongs—O, divine Mother !" — I arrival of tbe time in which she was l*ie arrival of the letter. If I | Catholic boy—to live with her proved 
clasping her hands, and putting a to visit him. Malverton had gone to | hadn’t particularly wanted to see ; bim to be an absoiute idiot. YVhv, 
passionate entreaty into her voice — Eton, and Lord Grosvenor was absent somebody 1 should 'a had a dozen | gbt, would ag 600n tbink ot harboi-- 
" pray for strength to be given me !" much of the time on parliamentary callers by this time. But just | ing a vipar However, she supposed

The Brother looked pityingly for a debates pertaining to the Irish because 1 do want somebody to read tbe ,ad mugt gtop {oc a day or tw0
moment, then wound the monastery troubles. At such periods Lady Gros- me a letter—well, it's alwa>s so." till hie father could find a place for 
cloak closer about bis shoulders, and, Venor was wont to make the gentle Mrs. Grigg might have seen him. She had already dictated to 
with a gently spoken farewell, which gjri ber constant companion, and she several dozen people pass her cottage Miss Miles a letter to Jack iu which 
Mrs. Courtney did not heed, went watched with unfeigned pleasure the that day at different times if she lmd ehe had told him to remove the boy 
slowly'out ; but the closing of the development of a character whose chanced to have been in one of her aa quickly as possible. Two days 
door roused her from her painful singular unselfishness excited her front parlors, but then she had later she received from her son the 
contemplation. She drew the heavy admiration, spent the whole of the lAorning in following telegram :
crape veil over her face, and went six months of this gentle life had her tiny farm yard ; for though she “ priest has got lodgings for
forth into the street, from which all gone by, and one evening Ellen, who did not pretend to farm, she still Johnnie. He will remove boy to 
brightness seemed to have departed, had declined accompanying Lord and kept a cow or two and a good deal of morrow."

The American letter, for which Lady Grosvenor to some fashionable poultry and many pigs. But now it Thon, for the first time for many 
Lord and Lady Grosvernor impa- assembly, stood in the drawing room was afternoon, and the high road years, Mrs. Grigg bowed her head and 
tiently prolonged their stay in Italy, by the low French window which seemed to be deserted. However, in wept bitter tears. A very inconsist-
arrived at last. Howard almost opened upon the lawn. The air was another hour or so the school would ent woman, you will say ; hut is
rudely grasped it from Ellen's hand, balmy with the zephyrs of spring, loose, and though her cottage stood not inconsistency the dominant note 
aud hurried to his room to peruse it ; and the moon's shimmering on the a little outside the village, several of many women, and of most men ? 
the gentle girl followed with a slower freshly sprinkled grass made the boys passed it on their way to out- Yes, she was genuinely grieved, 
step, but with a palpitating heart, scene such as delighted the fair being lying farms. All the better, she The boy had been under her roof 
His brow darkened ere he had half who gazed upon it. Suddenly a form reflected, to get the letter read by a only a few days, yet somehow he had 
read the missive. rapidly crossed the space where the boy who did not live in the village, made his way into the very center of

“ I cannot be trusted,” he thought ; bright rays shone, and advanced When the clock struck four she her rather hard old heart.
“ since she deputes Ellen to remain." directly to the house—nottothemas- laid down her sewing and passed “ Well, 1 shan't part with Johnnie, 

He half flung the letter to her, and sive front entrance, but, taking a cir- into the front garden. Though she that’s certain. I can tallygraft my-
turned to the window. cuitous route to the drawing room was not over anxious to hear the ee]f, if it comes to that. And 1 will."

Poor, pale, fluttering Kllen 1 On windows, it lightly vaulted through letter read, it seemed queer to have The telegram that Johnnie sent off 
learning that the charge, the yielding tbe open casement, and stood beside had it in the house a day and a halt said—
of which she had so ardently antici- the frightened, aud well-nigh scream- without opening it. So she would
pated, was to be still longer borne, ing giri. look out for Tom Bice's boy, a lad
that the mother whom she yearned " Hush,” said the stranger, putting she could trust.
to hci^ was to be, for an indefinite a hand over her parting lips. But before she reached the garden
time, separated from her, and that There was sufficient light for Ellen gate she perceived that a boy was 
home scenes, for which her affection- to recognize her brother in the travel- already fumbling with its rattier 
ate heart panted, were not toy;reet stained form, and Hushed, wild look- complicated latch. He was not very 
her, she bowed her face on the mis- ;ng face of the stranger. big, aud at a glance Mrs. Grigg saw
sive, and cried wilder tears than " ne not alarmed," he whispered ; he was a stranger. He was coming
Howard, had ever known to dim her “ but take me whore we can be neither to ask the way, or the time, or per- 
eyes before. He was touched at the beard nor seen, and I will explain my liaps for a glass of water — strangers 
sight of such unusual grief, and, sudden appearance.” often did. Even as she opened the
turning from the window, said With trembling limbs and a wildly gate for him, the thought struck 
gently : \ beating heart she hastily conducted her that it would be much nicer to

Street»

REILLY, LUNNEY & LANNAN
re, Solicitors, Notaries 
Money to Loan 

Clifford B. Reilly, B.A., LL.B.
Harry W. Lunney, B.A., B.C.L. 

Alphonsns Lannan, LL.B.
Barns Block, Phone M-8429

CALGARY, ALBERTA. P. O. Drawer 180 9 
Special facilities for correspondence in French,

Barriate

with

DENTISTS

DR. BRUCE E. EAID 
Room 6, Dominion Bank Chambers 

Cor. Richmond ami Dundas Sts. Phone 6661

St, Jerome's College
Founded 1864 KITCHENER, ONT.

Excellent Business College Department. 
Bkcellent High School or Academic Department 

College uid Philosi phical Department“ But, my de 
concluded, “ I Excellentshe belonged ; he had gone on the 

stage ; he had married an actress ; 
he had become a Catholic. That he 
would come to a

REV. A. L. ZINGER, C.R., Ph D., President

I

|| QUEEN’S
-Æ, UNIVERSITYmade, and”;—with a slight diminu

tion of the sternness in his tones — 
“ your daughter, 1 suppose, will 
remain in Europe till Howard has 
entered the college?”

Mrs. Courtney turned to a picture 
of the Mater Dolorosa ere she an
swered—turned and stood with an 
eager gaze fixed upon the painting, 
while her features became distorted 
as if with some sudden pain. When 
she spoke, it was with a voice so 
broken that the Brother bent forward 
to catch the incoherent words :

“ Elien will not return to me till 
Howard accompanies her, or the 
changes of the future bear him from 
rue forever. She will remain to be 
if not directly near him, at least 
where thousands of miles of ocean

•Vjtapping of his foot against the 
carpet ceased, and the nervous 
wandering of his glances settled to a 
steady, interested look down into her 
face.

KINGSTON 
ONTARIO

ARTS
MEDICINE EDUCATION 

APPLIED SCIENCE
Mining, Chemical, Civil, Mechanical and 

Electrical Engineering.

HOME STUDY
Arts Course by correspondence.

with one year’s attendance.

tipf

frequently and glowingly expressed. “If you must go to college 
Perchance it was owing to these facts Europe,” she concluded; “if affec- 
that the latter reciprocated Malver- tion’s call is so dead in your heart 
ton’s hearty friendship, for there was that you will not return to see your 
in Howard Courtney's nature, as mother, at least give her the coin- 
there is in all such natures, that fort of knowing that you have gone 
which craves praise with an inordin- to a Catholic college — become a 
ate longing, and can know no happi- pupil of the Propaganda.” 
ness when evtfry evidence of admira- | He started, 
tion is withheld. But warm friends “That would be to enroll myself 
as the lads were, Malverton was not j for the priesthood.” 
aware of the cause of Howard’s 
strange, disquietude, though he had was with that idea your school days 
affectionately pressed him upon the first began ; and in your studies for 
subject, until a day or two before that sacred office will come the light 
their intended departure for Eng- you so much need in your darkened 
land. They were sojourning in j soul just now. Be careful how you 
Sorrento, the last place in Italy in reject grace, because by such rejec- 
which a stay of any length had been tion, the light of faith is often with- 
raade, and Ellen, on the balcony of drawn, and then, dear Howard— 
the hotel was enjoying the balmy 
breeze which blew from the sea, 
when she was attracted by the 
sound of voices just beneath where 
she stood. Still as the scene was, 
broken only at intervals by the fly
ing of some fisherman’s oar, and the 
distant murmur of a miniature 
water-fall as it leaped down the 
rocks on the coast, the conversation 
was unintelligible. She bent from 
the balcony to discern more plainly 
the forms now emerging from the 
shade of the portico into the path 
that led to the shore, and recognized 
her brother and Malverton both 
engaged in earnest, animated debate, 
judging from their excited gestures.
Ellen, watching with breathless 
interest, saw them at length cease 
suddenly—saw Malverton put his 
hand before his eyes, and return 
hastily toward the Hotel, while 
Howard slowly proceeded on his way 
to the shore. She turned from the 
balcony into thé apartment from 
which it opened, aud waited for 
Malverton’s step to announce his 
approach. Then she met him in the 
corridor.

“Has anything occurred between 
you and Howard ? I saw you from 
the balcony, and feared from your 
manner that there was some unpleas
ant feeling.”

She spoke so timidly, with the 
color flitting in and out of her 
cheeks, that she suggested the idea 
of a frightened fawn to the youth.
This voluntary addressing him was 
so unwonted a thing for Ellen 
Courtney to do, that it rendered him 
silent with astonishment for a 
moment ; then, with his usual strict 
adherence to truth, he answered :

“I wish I could say, Miss Courtney, 
that there was nothing the matter ; 
but something has arisen between us 
which has rendered me exceedingly 
uncomfortable—not upon Howard’s 
or my own account, but on account 
of those whose life long love and 
hopes are bound up with him.”
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“ And why not, dear Howard ? It
A

will not separate them.”
The Brother hastily relinquished 

his hold upon the knob of the door, 
and strode towards her, saying 
sternly :

“ This is madness, woman!”
She replied, without turning her 

gaze from the picture :
Not madness, since it will help to 

complete the sacrifice to which 1
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She stopped, overpowered by emo
tion, and he saw the picture her 
words conjured up. He realized for 
one brief moment the ghastly, bitter 
life men lead who have no religious 
belief—no thought beyond thepreeent 
life. He broke trom her grasp, and 
paced the floor with folded arms and 
compressed lips. It was a hard 
struggle. Ambition fouglifcdesperate- 
ly, and might have conquered the 
strokes of faith bad not the latter 
derived new strength from the 
presence of the enthusiastic girl. 
She stood erect, aud motionless as a 
statue, save that her eyes followed 
every turn of her brother. The latter 
wished she would leave the room- 
out of her sight he could have the 
victory to please his own baneful 
inclinations, but with her pure face 
towards him he could not resist the 
influence which was strongly urging 
him to acquiesce in her desire. He 
paused before her at last, and said 
slowly :

“ For your sake, Ellen, I will enter 
the Propaganda. Perhaps as you say 
my studies may diminish, if they do 
not banish, the distracting desires 
which beset me now. . Write to 
mother—I cannot—so that she may 
have all the preliminaries arranged 
for my admission.”

The reaction of feeling on the 
gentle girl dispersed at once all the 
premature womanliness with which 
she had so startled Howard, and 
made her her own timid, sensitive 
self again. She bowed her head that 
he might not see the tears which 
were rapidly filling her eyes. But 
the brother and sister held a long 
conference after that—a conference 
from which Howard came forth with 
a subdued if not a better heart, and 
from which Ellen issued with a more 
serene expression of countenance 
than she had worù for weeks. Meet
ing Malverton in one of the deserted 
parlors, whither he had gone for the 
quieter perusal of a book, she said, 
with a charming blending of# frank
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“ Granny won’t part with me.”
It was not so much that she took 

possession of Jolmnie as he of her. 
From the moment of his entering the i 
cottage he may he said to have domin
ated it. Johnnie had adopted his 
grandmother, and really there was 
nothing more to be said about it.

Twenty times a day Mrs. Grigg told 
herself that the child resembled his ] 
father in nothing—except cleverness. 
Jack had always been clever, but ! 
then he had been wilful and idle, i
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