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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON. 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost.

TRUE FOIKi IVKNEKH.
“ The multitude smug it feared and glorified God* 

Who had given such power to men."(St. Mitt, i x. )
In the holy Gospel which has just been 

road we have a foreshadowing of that 
gift to man of the power to forgive sins 
which, after our Lord's resurrection, He 
expressly and clearly conveyed when He 
said: “Receive ye the Holy Ghost : 
whose sins you shall forgive, they are 
forgiven ; and whose sins you shall 
retain, they are retained."

Some of the scribes, when they heard 
our Lord say to the man sick of the 
palsy, “Son, thy sins are forgiven thee," 
had said within themselves, “Ho blas- 
phemeth," and, as we read in St. Mark's 
Gospel, they proceeded to give the 
reason : “Who can forgive sins but God 
only?" Our Lord, recognizing, we may 
say, that this was a real difficulty, pro
ceeded to remove it by teaching them 
that while it is necessarily true that 
God alone can forgive sin, yet that He 
had given to our Lord, as man, the 
power to impart the forgiveness which 
comes from himself alone. “But that 
you may know that the Son of Man hath 
power on earth to forgive sins, lie said 
to the sick of I lie palsy : Arise, take up 
thy bed and go into thy house. And he 
arose and went into his house."

And truly wonderful is the dignity 
and honor which, as our holy faith 
teaches us, has been conferred on man 
by Almighty God. It is not merely that 
in God’s becoming man human naturfc 
has been exalted to His own throne 
above angels and archangels and princi
palities and powers, and all the host of 
heaven, lie has gone farther than that : 
He has willed to associate weak human 
beings with Himself in that work of 
redemption which He accomplished. 
The forgiveness for sin which He pur
chased by His most precious blood, He 
has willed should be imparted by the 
ministry of His priests. The sacrifice 
of His Body and Blood, which He 
Himself first ollered on Calvary, lie has 
willed should be offered by the hands of 
men to the end of time.

But even this is not all. It is not 
merely that I le has chosen some men to 
be His ministers, and given to them 
these supernatural powers and this 
greater than angelic honor, it. is not 
too much to say that He has made the 
salvation of each one of us to depend 
upon the way in which wo treat our 
fellow-men. In other words. He has 
made our fellow-men the arbiters and 
deciders of our eternal destiny, and of 
our fellow-men those who are the poor
est and most lowly and humble.

And how is this ? Listen to t he 
words of St. John : “If any man say, I 
love God, and liutelh his brother, lie is a 
liar" ; and notice the reason which he 
gives : “For lie that lovotdi not his 
brother whom lie sooth, how can he love 
God whom he soelh not ?" If, then, we 
wish to be saved, it is absolutely neces
sary that we should love our brother. 
In the words of St. John : “This oom- 
mandm mb we have from God, that he 
who lovoth God love also his brother." 
This love is not to he an idle and merely 
sentimental love, but one which while 
existing in the heart manifests itself in 
deeds ami actions. To quote St. John 
again : “Ho that hath the substance of 
this world, and shall see his brother in 
need, and shall shut up his bowels from 
him, how doth the charity of God abide 
in him ?" And then to show the kind 
of love which is necessary, lie adds : 
“ My little children, let us not love in 
word nor in tongue, but in d<*ed and in 
truth. "

But. of what I have said I can bring 
in proof the words of a greater than St. 
John -the words of our Lord Himself. 
Of the last, great day, on which wo shall 
all have to render an account of our 
deeds and to receive either everlasting 
reward or everlasting punishment, He 
Himself has given ns a clear descrip
tion. You remember, I am sure, this 
description, and 'you remember also 
what it. was that distinguished the goats 
from the sheep—those on the left hand 
from those on the right.

“Depart, you cursed ; for I was hungry 
and you gave Me not, to cat ; I was 
thirsty and you gave Mo not to drink; 
I was a st ranger and you took Me not in: 
naked and you covered Me not. ; sick 
and in prison and you did not visit 
Mo," and this neglect, which deter
mined their eternal destiny consisted 
in not assisting Christ’s poor on earth. 
“ Amen, 1 say to you, as long as you did 
it riot, to ono of those* least, you did it 
not to Me. ” Is it, then, too much to 
say that, God has made our fellow-men 
the arbiters and deciders of our eternal 
lot ?

Lot us not, then, vainly imagine that 
religion consists exclusively in going to 
Church and in reeoi ving the Sacraments. 
If we cherish hatred and r venge, if we 
are harsh and dishonest ; if. in short, we 
do not really love our fellow-men, all 
our church-going and Sacrament-receiv
ing will be fruitless and even injurious 
to our souls.

FATHER DEMPSEY’S HOTEL.
There is a priest in St. Louis—Rev. 

Timothy Dempsey his name is written, 
but move oil i‘ii is he referred to as 
Father Tim -who has done something 
which is wort h y of study.

Father Tim rented an abandoned pub
lic school building and set il up as a 
hotel not a fashionable hotel, but. ono 
for homeless men. Father Tim objects 
to the word “holm.” I le'ealls the men 
who come to him his “guests.” lie 
gives them a clean boil, a reading room, 
a writing room, a warm fire, a bath, 
etc., for the groat sum of 10 cents. 
I to gives thorn a meal for as 
low as seven cents, lie does not force 
them to sing a hymn before they begin 
to oat, but lie does encourage t hem to 
be clean, sober and industrious. If 
they are Catholics, lie expects them to 
goto Massion Sunday, and to say their 
prayers when they know themselves they 
ought to say them. Strange to say, 
Father Tim does not run this home as a 
charity. It was a charity when it 
started. To-day it is a self-supporting 
institution, and wo strongly suspect, 
from I he wav Father Tim smiles when 
he talks about the financial end, that ho 
has a little money laid aside to buy the 
building when the time comes.
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Father Tim has been a benefactor to 

homeless men. He has given them a 
place to go where the surroundings are 
good and the men know it. Personally 
the priest himself is the ideal man to 
run such an institution. He is a big 
man, and when he says there are no 
fights around the place, and that no one 
“jumps his board bill" of ten cents, wo 
can believe it. If Father Tim is on the 
ground, the institution will never need 
a “bouncer," for nobody will need to be 
“bounced." I lls sunny face is an invita
tion to good behavior. His big arm 
and strong body show that there is 
something else to back up the smile. It 
would take a good man to pick a quarrel 
with the head of “Father Demsev’s 
Hotel."

Why cannot wo have a Father Tim in 
every large city ? It is a practical way 
to extend the influence of the Church.

LONDON'S ANTI-CATHOLIC MOB.

Disgraceful "as was the recent anti- 
Catholic manifestation in London, it was 
a very mild occurrence compared with 
riots against Catholic which have 
occurred in the metropolis of England 
in days gone by. We take it that the 
jostling and jeering of the Catholic pro
cession, by the rowdy Protestants of 
London the other day, was only the last 
gleam of that flame of bigotry which 
once burned so fiercely in the hearts of 
the Protestants of England. In 1780, 
instigated and led by Lord George 
Gordon and other bigots, a terrible “No 
Popery" riot took place in London, a 
very vivid description, of which is given 
by Dickens in his novel, “Barnaby 
Rudge.” This mob proceeded to pillage, 
burn and pull down the chapels and 
houses of the Roman Catholics, for nearly 
six days. As is usual in movements of 
great popular disorder, the riot soon out
ran its original purpose, and many 
houses and institutions were attacked 
which had no connection whatsoever 
with the Catholic Church. The Bank of 
England was attempted, and the jails 
opened. On one day thirty-six lires 
were blazing. At length by the aid of 
• he armed associations of tin* citizens, the 
regular troops, and the militia of several 
counties, the riot was quelled. The 
loss of life was 210 killed, 218 wounded, 
and the loss of property amounted to 
almost a million dollars.

Again when the hierarchy was re
stored in England in 1850 the “No 
Popery" manifestations were many; 
mobs collected outside Catholic churches 
and broke their windows, and contem
porary journals gave news of incidents 
such as the following : “The Pope was 
burnt in olllgy on Peckham Common. A 
van drawn by four horses drew lip, 
fronting a house on the green, from 
which emerged some dozen men, armed 
with various weapons, each leading a 
man attired in the surplice of a Romish 
clergyman, the latter being tumbled into 
the vehicle amid shouts of several 
thousand persons. The next brought 
out were two atheletic fellows, one attired 
as a Cardinal and the other as his chap
lain ; a few yards in advance stood an 
Herculean fellow bearing a burlesque 
elligy of the Pope and having in his hand 
what purported to be the late memorable 
Bull. The procession proceeded to
ward Camberwell, followed by at least 
ten thousand persons. It was hailed in 
its progress through the various streets 
with the loudest acclamations, and 
cries of ‘No Popery,' 4 Hurrah for the 
Queen, ’ and ‘ No foreign priesthood. ’ ’’

The recent anti-Catholic affair—bad 
as it was —was only a recrudescence of 
the old-time bigotry. In spite of it all, 
the cause of Catholicity in England 
goes steadily forward.—Sacred Heart

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND THE 
HERESY OF MODERNISM.

For more than a century, declares E. 
Van Roey, writing in La Revue Gener
ale (BrusselIs), Modernism has been de
veloping itself progressively, in the 
heterodox world, under the name of 
“Liberal Protestantism.” During all 
this time, Rome had nothing to say anent 
the pantheistic tenets of the new think
ers, since they were not of her fold. But 
the new thinkers ultimately succeeded 
in imposing their fanciful doctrines upon 
a section of the true fold, and then in 
t he memorable Encyclical I‘ascendi, the 
Pope spoke with all the energy of which 
the Church is capable.

Modernism ( as tin* Freeman's Journal 
lias move than once pointed out ), is not 
at the present moment, says Van Roey, 
confined to any particular religion. Be
sides the Catholic religion, it has con
siderably affected the Jewish, the Luth
eran and the Anglican forms of belief.

All have been affected, not through 
any concise form of religious thought 
which has operated upon the mind, but 
rather through the unconscious effect 
which modern science is making upon 
men's way of looking at things.

Modernism, and we say it without fear 
of contradiction, is the child, says M. 
Van Roey, of Protestant Theology. It 
is the product of philosophic subject ism 
which postulates the placing of all 
authority solely in the intelligent being, 
uid puts aside all idea of the law being 
laid down for one.

A study of the “ Liberal Protestant
ism " of the nineteenth century will 
clearly show the source from which 
“Catholic" Modernists have derived 
their heterod ixies.

Kant, above all others, carried Pro
testant subjectivism to its highest point. 
Individualism, in deciding as to beliefs 
and dogmas, their validity or the con
trary, is the key-note of his teachings. 
If man is not independent in the forming 
of his religious views, then the word 
freedom has no meaning practically, 
says Kant.

Is this not Modernism ? Is this not 
the prime spirit of the modern revolt 
against the teaching of the Church ? 
What means t he principle of vital im
manence, if if does not mean that man 
possesses within him the personality of 
thi* Divine in a certain measure, and 
that consequently, he may be a law unto 
himself in I he disposition of his life ?

Even Luther was less ultramontane 
than our new Modernists. They admit 
no authority. Luther held that the 
human mind owed submission to God 
and to the highest manifestations of

Divine Will that have been thrown 
throughout the ages on the screen of 
history,

Kant, then, it is clear, is the philos
opher of Protestantism. Hegel, in a 
large measure, followed the same ideas, 
showing that nothing existed outside the 
Spirit.

Here is something of the theories, 
first postulated by the two afore-men
tioned philosophers, now accepted by 
the Modernists of all creeds : Religion 
is the intimate contact with God. It 
comes not from dogma, or Bible, or tra
dition, but is in the heart of man from 
his very beginning. Faith in Christ is 
independent of anything He ever 
taught.

Thus, says Van Roey, it is clear that 
man may make God just what he wishes. 
His conception supplies the criterion ; 
and he may regulate his conscience 
according to the manner in which he 
conceives God to be all-wise and infinite
ly perfect. Here, truly, the way is open 
for the idea of Pragmatism—or action 
practically untrammelled by conscience 
—and there is little difference between 
the teaching of Mr. Tyrrel and that of 
Nietszche, when the results are reduced 
to their most simple expressions.

This philosophy Nietszche learned 
from the teaching of Goethe—in Faust, 
for example and Goethe in his turn 
was wholly affected by the individualis
tic militarism of the Napoleonic period, 
and, above all, by its greatest exponent, 
Napoleon, the incarnation of action with
out conscience.

All Modernism, as the Freeman's 
Journal has before pointed out, can lie 
reduced to this expression, namely, 
Pragmatism, or action, without refer
ence to other morality than that which 
one creates for oneself. — New York 
Freeman's Journal.

CHARACTER OF CONVERTS TO THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH.

MANY WERE COUNTED AMONG THE 
HRIGHTEST AND MOST RESPECTED OP 
OUR PROTESTANT BRETHREN.

“ There has been going the rounds of 
our Anglican Church papers," says the 
Lamp ( Protestant Episcopal ), “an 
article of the Rev. Richmond H. Ges- 
ner, originally printed in the Gospel 
Messenger, which quotes from the 
English Church Review, the Pulpit 
of the Cross (ten years deceased) and 
other sources, periodical and individual, 
to show that all the conversions, whet her 
clerical or lay, are not from the Episco
pal Church to Rome, but that the Epis
copal Church does a thriving business 
in making recruits to her ranks of deser
ters and stragglers from the Roman 
army.

“In measuring the relative loss or 
gain to the two communions we should 
take into consideration quality much 
more than quantity. When has Rome 
lost to us a Newman, a Manning or a 
Faber, or, to come nearer home, a Bis
hop Ives, a James Kent Stone, a Wad- 
hams or a Walworth? But if mere 
numbers are to count, what are the 
four or five Roman clergymen (Italians) 
received by Bishop Potter, ( R. I. P. ) 
in a single year out of a total for the 
United States'of 15,665 Roman Catholic 
priests (Catholic Directory, 11)081?

“ Instead of employing such pusillan
imous methods of consolation for the 
loss of nearly a score of priests in a 
single year to Rome we might better be 
employed in mending our fences, taking 
heed to a warning which Newman 
uttered after the publication of Tract 
VO, ‘ If this state of things goes on, I 
mournfully prophesy not one or two, 
but many secessions to the Church of 
Rome.’ ”

Apropos the high “ quality ’’ of the 
converts to Catholicity, the following 
observations in Extension for September 
are most interesting :

“ The recent death in England of 
George Matthews Arnold, the brother of 
Sir Edwin Arnold, the author of ‘ The 
Light of Asia,' calls attention 
once more to the character of converts 
to the Catholic Church. It is a favor
ite bit of backbiting on the part of those 
who arc outside the Church that she has 
her influence only over the uneducated 
and an attraction mainly for the ignor
ant. The roll of converts, however, in 
this country and in England tells quite 
a different story. Those who come to 
us are among the brightest and most 
intelligent and above all are among the 
most serious and most respected 
of our Protestant brethren. Of 
the score of Protestant clergy
men who have come to us during 
the past year nearly every one was 
distinguished among his fellows, looked 
up to by all those who knew him,respected 
even by those who were mere ac
quaintances, and generally considered 
to be one of the chosen among men. 
This has been the rule among con
verts to the Church. Mr. George Arn
old, whom wo mentioned a moment ago, 
was a distinguished antiquarian who, 
in the intervals of his leisure from his 
vocation as a lawyer, found time to 
make a magnificent collection of the 
Roman antiquities of Britain, lie was 
so much respected by his fellow-1 owns* 
men that lie had been elected no less 
than eight times the Mayor of Grave
send, England.

“Not long since the editor of the 
Tablet, in review!1 g ‘Who’s Who Among 
Catholics in England?’ recently edited 
by the distinguished editor of Punch, 
Sir Francis Burnand, himself a convert, 
pointed out how many of the converts to 
Catholicity in the last generation arc 
from among the best families in England, 
in the sense of the families who have 
had opportunities for cult ure and educa
tion for many generations. Among 
literary folk the converts to Catholicity 
are es pec ially not i cea hie. The more in tol- 
lectual they are the more sure they 
are to join the Catholic Church. John
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Oliver Hobbes was a convert and 
Charles Kingsley's daughter is a Cath
olic. All the near relatives of Scott 
are Catholics. Most of the near rela
tives of his great admirer in the last 
generation. Stevenson, whose defense of 
Father Damien surely deserved this 
blessing, have entered the Church. 
Members of the family of Dickens and 
Thackeray are among the converts. 
Many of the old nobility have come into 
the Church and are constantly coming. 
Only the other day the marquis of 
Queenshury, distinguished for his ser
vices in the Boer war, became a con
vert. Many members of his house had 
come over before him. He is one of 
the most prominent among the Scotch 
nobility at the present time.

“ There are two classes of people for 
whom the Roman Catholic Church has 
attraction—the poor and the suffering 
who need consolation, and the educated 
leisure class who have learned the emp
tiness of what so man}' strive for in life. 
If there were no suffering in the world and 
if there were no death in the world, then 
there would be no need of any church. 
So long as people are healthy and suc
cessful in their striving there does not 
seem to be much need for religion. In fact 
its precepts only hamper them in what 
they are apt to think falsely of as suc
cess in life. When there is suffering, 
however, then men feel the need of re
ligion. Montalembert said long ago : 
4 Christianity alone has from the be
ginning promised to console man in the 
sorrows incidental to life by purify
ing the inclinations of his heart, and 
she alone has kept her promise.’ This 
is why, with the passing of Protestant
ism, confessed even by the clergymen 
of the Protestant Church, so many who 
are free and competent to appreciate 
the Church’s claims or feel the need of 
her consolations, arfe turning to Catho
licity."

Socialism.
Question.—“Was the Father McGrady, 

who wrote and talked on Socialism, a 
Catholic priest in good standing ? Did 
he die in the Church ?"

Answer.—Father Thomas McGrady 
was suspended from the priesthood for 
his socialistic views. It was reported 
in the papers that before his death he 
called for a priest and made his submis
sion to the Church. Eugene V. Debs 
maintains that he made no change in his 
views anterior to his death ; but what 
took place between him and his confessor 
is known to one living pe 1*011 alone, and 
his lips are sealed in silence. We know, 
however, that if he received the sacra
ments, lie must have retracted that for 
which I10 was suspended.—Catholic 
Ini verse.
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Family of Twelve Converted.

An exceptional incident occurred a 
few days ago in the monastery church 
at Melleray, Iowa, when Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Johnson, farmers, and their ten 
children were baptized and became 
Catholics, the parents and live of the 
children receiving First Holy Commun
ion together at the hands of the vener
able pastor of the parish, Father David, 
who gave the family instructions in tin* 
faith they had accepted.

Mr. and Mrs. Johnson belonged to no 
church. They lived in a neighborhood 
which had a strictly Catholic atmos
phere, and they drew closer to the faith 
day by day. Finally they made up thvir 
minds to join the church and inter
viewed Father David.

The aged priest was only too happy to 
assist them in their quest for knowledge 
and their conversion soon followed.
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