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A LETTER FROM FRANCE.
2 — i

The -entente cordiale between France and England,
which is receiving so marked an g:‘ut\\;ml demonstration at
Portsmouth while I am writihg these lines in the harbor of
Liverpool, was perhaps i~-rm'i]\;xx1\1$;'C(l by the friendly treat-
ment which we Canadians of the? Canadian Manufacturers’
Association received in l'arfg on bur visit. This could not
well have been more hearty jor m“_rc graceful. But perhaps
the friendly feeling towards Brnaillﬁ and all who belonged to
ker was already growing, fof thcrqi. were to be seen a great
raany British flags, or imitations é)f British flags about the
city. Sometimes the imitatigns were funny. I saw near the
Arc de Triomphe, over what imust fh;n'c been a private house,
a red ensign with the field viuxtecil times instead of four
times as big as the Jack. . I§ wasiodd, but it represented a
genuine feeling. 1 :

The beauty of Paris ha$ beeft often described. Doubt-
less much of its apparent rodmines$ and convenience of space
dates from the days of Bar§n Hapssman, who was given a
free hand by Napoleon III§ thcy'f say, or his gay mimster
De Morny, for the simster :'.purpu'gc of so laying out Paris
afresh that cannon and soldiers dbuld sweep the streets by
canister and rifle ball fron} a déntral point (the avenues
radiating from centres), in ¢ase :\*'y attempts were made to
erect barricades in times off modern revolution. But many
clements go to make the be@uty gf the city. For one thing,
the stone-cutting and carvilig ofll the houses are masterly.
Nowhere else have I seen $uch TQ»\'t-l)' figures of angels, of
¢hildren, of fruits and flowgrs, ufg clouds even, spring from
creamy freestone at the cogners t(l\f dwellings. The human
subjects seem almost aliye. And the decorations of
public. buildings or squares are fur':i“the most part admirable—
that is to say, you havej arc itectural grandeur where
grandeur is called for by gthe s@bject; or you have placid
beauty or solemnity in mcmnriulsﬁ where these are specially
desired. The nuniber and (ﬁspusﬁinn of shrubs and flowers
in. the residential quarter isian Qicment that adds much to
the city's appearance. In sfory .iftcr story of tall dwellings
one sees ranges of flower b_nxes;;f_ and the clambering roses
along the boulevards have ah effgct all their own.

Individual taste can do such $o brighten even a business
street of dull grey stone. Not é;r from the Grand Opera
starrds a building of four stj(»ri(wig devoted evidently to dry
gaods or millinery. High ;llxpun?;"it was the legend: “ Hail
to the Spring,” in large white \ui&(~r> on a green and gold
back-ground of flowers, sufpunded with crimson and blue
stones (as they seemed) seflin ﬂw pervading grey Some-
how the dainty thing madé unq think at once of spring
flowers or spring clothing Br sprng bonnets. Any how it
was refreshing to the eye ifi no frommon degree. It would
not be fair to say, howeves; thgt you see no ugliness m
Paris, in spite of what § thef author “of “John Bull

d His Island " has said, of that more senses than one are

t w\t.n'wll.nﬂ_\ ~h-l«‘k\’1l '['In- cj'\‘ht'r\ and the soldiers are
many of them dirty; and hére wé a costume that passed me
ne day and nearly caused mei to gasp: Sulphur- colored
breeches. a lilac vest, a blu¢ hut} and a violently .discordant
tie—all this on a figure withla svaggering walk and a stick
sat described circles in the #ir as its grinning owner passed
ng. Other odd things ~trncﬁ: us here and there, trivial
the- most part. For m{iunc;c\. peaches selling on the
<treet at “ 6oc. the half kilo,” \\hi"yh we at first interpreted to
ean sixty cents for peachgs Weighing “one pound and a
tenth. But upon reflectionfanf enquiry it proved to be
<ty centimes, not six dinjes, land so the mmaginary aind
bulous price of ;u.:—?w s cafhe gown to the reasonable sum
ve cents per pound Sith 14(;“\, what seemed an 1mpos
rinking feat, namely, &' Bgisson biere colossal, 3oc.,
more believabldiprdportions of a huge drink of
rac, A object of interest to busi

< its floortbeiBg a barometer of commerce

nd fan (’\h'ilv.nwn_ at certain hours, ol
henic p ilities of \\)fr human frame. The build
been enlarged of late ypars. Our party did not go

ng been there béforg and having an 1mportant

THE MONETARY

TIMES

Coming down from our hotel we saw

engagement ahead.
of the Avenue de 'I'Opera, the home

through’ an opening
of the Bank of France,
a clock. And in the same street,

on the instant more at home In nearly
every city to which our trip took us in the British Islands
were to be seen the signs of the New York Life, the Mutual

Equitable Life assurance companies or some

a stone building of four stories, with
“The Sun” of Canada,

which made us feel

Life, and the
of them.. -And they im most cases occupied premises 1n
buildings. The hold which  some of the large

prominent
companies have in the Old Country

domestic underwriting
is exemplified in the number of their offices in various parts
of the large cities. The Prudential is an example of this n
London, Manchester, Liverpool, and in the Scottish cities
the Standard Life. But the great fire insurance companies
have buildings in many cities that seem to typify age and
strength.

After this rather wide degression from a foreign
beginning let me recur to my scanty notes made in France,
I transcribe, without expanding, some records made here and
there. indicating the impression the sleepy French villages
make upon a traveller by railway :—

“Etaples, 2.40 p.m., 14th July—No sign of life

“ Qutreau, 3 p.m.—A man and a dog in the street, some
women close by in a field. Here are several estaminets”
(drinking houses).

These places are not far from Amiens, a city of historic
interest which is also a considerable producer of velyet,
linen, and other manufactures, and has to-day probably
70,000 people.

“ Talk about American brag, and humorous exagger-
ation! Here is a little shanty in the merest hamlet of North
France calls itself the Café de L'Univers, and 1 suppose
twenty people would crowd it out of house and home

“ A somewhat curious landscape along here. The trees,
like the trees in England, seem smaller than ours, but the
profusion of the English trees and shrubs and their variety

of shape contrasts favorably with the north French land-~

scape, which is more bare.

“In the north of France, for a long distance east of
Calais. there is no forest, the land is mainly bare—that 1s to
say pasture or arable land, resembling the South of Scot-
land and the North of England

‘Row after row of Lombardy poplar trees mark the
landscape in these departments

“ Passengers are severely let alone by officials in the
French railway carriages, according to our expe rience.”

[ may conclude this discursive sketch of a brief trip by

mentioning my two fellow-passengers 1n the smoking com

partment from Paris to Calais. 1 boldly asked them for a
match, and each of them showed the most courteous taste
to provide it. Accepting the favor from the younger man I
thanked him in English, upon which the other said; “ You
will excuse my brother that he speaks not English He 1s
of Eetalee and is charmed to be at your service Noticing
that they had been talking French together, I then made a
modest éssay in that language, speaking very likely the
language of Voltaire’s Charles X. of Sweden, or of Les
Aventures de Telemaque, rather than the conversational
French of to-day But neither of them laughed at me y
and by an exchange of cards showed one to be an f m<r

in the Italian army, while the other had been, he told nie, a

resident of Malta for twenty years They were the most
cheerful and polite of compamon 1d e 1ig that T was
from Canada plied me with questions about our fair land
[5 there. indeed, anywhere in Europe t lay place where
:‘...;,'l- are not curious about ( anad

J. H
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ZINC IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Tnd h et e ol .
Under the auspicies of the Dominion Government

party will leave shortly for British Columb to investioate
into the extent and character of lenos't that

Province It will be under the ¢
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