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The Situation as the
Farmer Sees it.
Epitor “ THE FARMER'S !\n'\'m:\'l‘le":

The great cry of the day is greater pro-
duction, but somehow, they seem to for-

t that for a farm to produce more re-
quires that more labor must In-_ vxpomlcfl
on it accordingly. True, better methods,
wider machinery and more of it, help
considerably; Itut I think, as a rule, the
farmers are using the best methods and
best machinery that they are financially
able to buy and with the hired help
obtainable. It takes a s‘mull fortune now-
a-daysto equipa farm with all the modern
machinery on the market.

jugt now the papers are Ilrgillg .felrlm‘rs
to tap every maple tree that is large
enough to tap, yes, and even tap some on
two sides, and even I!II'(‘(‘ sides, as [ saw
written in one .'nrti(:lv in a paper the other
day. Now, what is the use of all this if
there is no help to gather the sap and
take care of it? Most farmers around
here have equipped sugar orchards, Inn!t
they have all they can do to do their
chores to say nothing about sugaring.
They know sugar is very scarce, but what
can they do? There is a limit to what a
man can do. In the sugar scason here a
number of farmers have their winter's
make of manure to haul into the fields
and spread thereby enabling them to
harrow and prepare their ground for seed
as soon as the ground is fit for it. The
papers say haul the manure to the fields
and spread as soon as made. This
certainly is an admirably plan, providing
one’s buildings are made so as to be con-
venient to do so. A lot of the barns
around here are old-fashioned barns, built
many years ago. The stables are planned
in such a manner that it is not practical
to haul the manure to the field every day,
but it must be left until spring. Our
hired man is soon leaving us to go on to
another place as manager. We have a
large sugar orchard, it takes two extra
men to carry it on. This year we shall
not go necar it, unless we have a man,
which is improbable, as there is none to
be had. We can get along somehow
until haying by cutting down the work,
such as keeping few cows, raising a smaller
acreage of cultivated crops and cutting
down on some other such work, thereby
lessening production. In haying we have
always had one man and most always
two, especially for last half. My father
is by no mecans a young man and he is
not able to do heavy work; also, it is im-
possible for two to mow away last half
of hay and grain, as it has to go into top
of barns.

This is only one case out of dozens.
A number of farmers around her are very
anxious to sell out for the same reason.
One man has offered quite a sum of
money to a certain person if he will find
him a customer for his farm. Two more
farms near here are put into the same
person's hands, to find them customers.
One of these two farms is liable not to be
worked at all if not sold.

Theysav“put the women and girls into
the fields to work.” This is not practical.
In the first place, they have all they can
do i the house, then how many are
physically able to do such work for anv
length of time? It takes a strong, able
bodied man to do all kinds of farm work
successfully.  Another thing is, can anv-
one expect men to leave the cities of
}!lur own free will to work on the farms?
They have short hours, far higher wages
than farmers are able to pay, and, in
most cases, an_ opportunity to climb to
responsible positions.  For these reasons
en are continually being attracted to
lhf.,‘\””'\ mstead of from them.

”“'_ citv husiness man or manufac-
turer is able to pay high wages, because
e can raise the price of what he has to sell
accordingly, whercas the farmer has to
take what ey he can get, regardless ol
What it costs to produce it. Farmers
Now arce able to make a larger profit than
a I(-\§ Vears ago, there being a larger
margin hetween the cost of production
and the sclling price.

W ¢ recently sold six hogs for $225.  \We
paid $24 for them when four wecks old.
This leaves ahout $200. Although we did
g'l"‘mk'\“‘lt % feed account we arc sure that
D Would more than pay for the feed
and  the that thev got. We could
not do th ir or five years ago. This
st S P B £
Snows th Il farmers need is more help.

. €Y are willing to pay reasonable and
Ven more than reasonable wages for help,
for it is in (| .

\| thewr imterests to do so.

A otol what [ have written mav sound
Pessimistic, hut it is sometimes well to
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FOR the war against hunger as well as for the war against
the Hun. For everyCanadian fighting overseas, at least two
on farms at home are serving none the less effectively because
they wear neither uniforms nor marks of rank or valour.

Long and ftrenuous days are theirs,
without leave or furlough! a steady drive
through the daylight hours to keep the
work abreast of the season, and save the
crops so sorely needed to feed our fighting
men.

Only tnose who spend such days can
realize how good it feels to have a “wash-
up” and a clean Gillette shave at night—
or how it fits a man to enjoy the evening’s
rest or pleasure of the trip to town.

The busier you are going to be this

STANDARD $5.00 310

Gillette Safety Razor
Co., of Canada, Limited

Office and Factory :
GILLETTE BLDG., MONTREAL.

summer, the more you'll need a Gillette
Safety Razor, with its clean, comfortable,
five-minute shave. And the better you
know and like good tools, the more you'll
appreciate the simple mechanical perfec-
tion that gives the Gillette such a lead over
every other razor.

The Gillette Safety Razor is made in
seveyal different styles, civilian and military.
Choose one of the former for yourself and
delight some soldier friend with a new
Military Set. Your dealer can supply you
at $5.00 up.

BULL DOG $5.00

Larger Crops and a Cleaner Product

Il us vour
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B H. HEARD SPRAMOTOR. 4060 KING] STREET,
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and thorough spraying with a e

whether fruitor potatoes

Whatever your requirements are, there is a
suited to them Made for hand,
gasoline power, and priced from 87
needs or write for o
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wtalogue and booklet on Cropfiseases

Pays for Itself Quickly BEESWAX

WANTED

The Tillson Company, [id
FILLSONBURG. ON1
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LONDON. CANADA AT FACTORY PRICES
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