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The Situation as the 
Farmer Sees it.

"The Farmer’s Advocate":Editor
The great c ry of the day is greater pro­

duction. but somehow, they seem to for- 
■et that for a farm to produce more re­
quires that more labor must be expended 
on it accordingly. True, better methods, 
wider machinery and more of it, help 
considerably: but I think, as a rule, the 
farmers are using the best methods and 
best machinery that they are financially 
able to buy and with the hired help 
obtainable. It takes a small fortune now- 
a-daystoccpiipa farm with all the modern 
machinery on the market.

Just now the papers are urging farmers 
to tap every maple true that is large 
cnougn to tap, yes, and even tap some on 
two sides, and even three sides, as I saw 
written in one article in a pajier the other 
day. Now, what is the use of all this if 
there is no help to gather the sap and 
take care of it? Most farmers around 
here have cmiippcd sugar orchards, but 
they have ail they can do to do their 
chores to say nothing about sugaring. 
They know sugar is very scarce, but what 
can they do? There is a limit to what a 
man can do. In the sugar season here a 
number of farmers have their winter's 
make of manure to haul into the fields 
and spread thereby enabling them to 
harrow and prepare their ground for seed 
as soon as the ground is fit for it. The 
papers say haul the manure to the fields 
ana spread as soon as made. This 
certainly is an admirably plan, providing 
one's buildings arc made so as to be con­
venient to do so. A lot of the barns 
around here arc old-fashioned barns, built 
many years ago. The stables are planned 
in such a manner that it is not practical 
to haul the manure to the field every day, 
but it must be left until spring. Our 
hired man is soon leaving us to go on to 
another place as manager. We have a 
large sugar orchard, it takes two extra 
men to carry it on. This year we shall 
not go near it, unless we have a man, 
which is improbable, as there is none to 
be had. Wc can get along somehow 
until haying by cutting down the work, 
such as keeping few cows, raising a smaller 
acreage of cultivated crops and cutting 
down on some other such work, thereby 
lessening production. In haying we have 
always had one man and most always 
two, especially for last half. My father 
is by no means a young man and he is 
not able to do heavy work ; also, it is im­
possible for two to mow away last half 
of hay and grain, as it has to go into top 
of barns.

This is only one case out of dozens. 
A number of larmers around her are very 
anxious to sell out for the same reason. 
One man has oilered quite a sum of 
money to a certain person if he will find 
him a customer for his farm. Two more 
farms near here are put into the same 
persons hands, to find them customers. 
One of these two farms is liable not to be 
worked at all if not sold.

They say "put the women and girls into 
the fields to work." This is not practical. 
In the first place, they have all they can 
do in the house, then how many arc 
physically able to do such work for any 
length of time? It takes a strong, able- 
bodied man to do all kinds of farm work 
successfully. Another thing is, can any­
one expert men to leave the cities of 
their own free will to work on the farms?
‘ hey have short hours, far higher wages 
than fanners arc able to pay, and, in 
most cases, an opportunity to climb to 
responsible positions. For these reasons 
men are continually being attracted to 
the ntics instead of from them.

I lie city business man or manufac­
turer is able to pay high wages, because 
le can raise t lie price o! what he has to sell 

accordingly, whereas the farmer has to 
/re, whatever he can get, regardless of 
'hat it costs to produce it. Farmers 
now are able to make a larger profit than 

lew years ago, there being a larger 
largin between the cost of production

and the selling price.
\Ve recent K sold six hogs for $225. We 

Tm ?” * them when four weeks old. 
It i. Vfs ah,,,lt $200. Although we did 
tow, 0 :l 0-ed account we arc sure that *100 would 
and the more than pay for the feed 

, ' that I hex got. Wc could
, 10 , at lour or fixe years ago. This

Th°".s 1 ’at a I Manners need is more help, 
ex arc willing to pay reasonable and 

< n more than reasonable xvages lor help, 
, , ls 111 their interests to do so.
A lot o!

i at

"hat I haxe written may sound 
P inustiL, but it is sometimes well to

FOR the war against hunger as well as for the war against 
* the Hun. For every Canadian fighting overseas, at least two 
on farms at home are serving none the less effectively because 
they wear neither uniforms jnor marks of rank or valour.

:

Long and strenuous days are theirs, 
without leave or furlough! a Heady drive 
through the daylight hours to keep the 
work abreast of the season, and save the 
crops so sorely needed to feed our fighting 
men.

summer, the more you’ll need a Gillette 
Safety Razor, with its clean, comfortable, 
five-minute shave. And the better you 
know and like good tools, the more you’ll 
appreciate the simple mechanical perfec­
tion that gives the Gillette such a lead over 
every other razor.

The Gillette Safety Razor is made in 
several different styles, civilian and military. 
Choose one of the former for yourself and 
delight some soldier friend with a 
Military Set Your dealer can supply you 
at $5.00 up.

I :

Only tnose who spend such days can 
realize how good it feels to have a “wash- 
up” and a clean Gillette shave at night— 
or how it fits a man to enjoy the evening’s 
rest or pleasure of the trip to town.

The busier you are going to be this

II

1new

warn
1

Gillette Safety Razor
Co., of Canada, limited I

Office and Factory :

GILLETTE BLDG., MONTREAL.

/
Z

Pays for Itself Quickly
larger Crops and a Cleaner Product

whether fruit or potatoes, result from thoughtful 
and thorough spraying with a

dbramotcr
L I

Whatever your requirements are, there is a 
Spramotor suited to them. Made for hand. 
I torsi* a ml gasoline power, and priced from $7 
to Tell u> your needs or write for our
KRKK catalogue and fxmklet on senses.
VO LUT Y TO PAYMADE IN CANADA 
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