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that now threatens man, and society, 
and religion, is atheism and anarchy. 
Is it not time to turn the strength of 
Christianity on this foe, and let con
troversy end at least until the danger 
is gone, by? And if discussion must 
still continue, why not confine it to 
the essentials, to the real and true 
differences? The cause of truth is not 
served by charging one’s neighbor 
with crimes of which he is innocent, 
and then building up a denunciation 
of him on that false foundation.

Church Work In England-The Social 
Question.*

By General William Booth, Found
er of the Salvation Army.

The condition of the English Church, 
generally speaking, is very much the 
same as the condition of the American 
Church ; but, taking the same Church 
membership, I am inclined to think 
that there is a better profession of relig
ion in the United States than there is 
in England —a much more vocalized 
acknowledgment of the theory and 
application of Christianity. But when 
you come to that which, in my estima
tion, constitutes the essence of religion 
—i.t., the life of God in the soul of man 
manifested by a holy life, a true spirit 
of devotion and self-sacrificing effort 
in the interest of the kingdom of God—I 
should say that there was quite as much 
religion in the churches of England 
as there is in the churches of America.

There is a great deal of church work 
being done by the Church of England. 
It is at the front in every manner of 
religious energy, and in its efforts to 
utilize its spiritual power among those 
w ho come under its ministrations.

In that branch of the Church of 
England called the “High Church” 
there are two sections : there is a ritu
alistic and worldly section, and there is 
a self-denying, ascetic section, whose 
leanings you might imagine (though 
that is not for me to say) are toward
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the Roman Catholic organization. But 
in this class you will find some of 
the most self-sacrificing, laborious ser
vants of humanity, workers among the 
poor and unfortunate, that can be found 
in the whole of England.

The great tendency of the Church in 
my country, as in America, I should 
say, is toward a theory of religion ; 
“Go to church and believe the Gospel 
as it is laid down to you by the clergy
man, but you can do as you like when 
you go out into the world. ” In other 
words, the Church is tainted very much 
with worldliness.

I think that the great want of the 
churches everywhere is a realization of 
the spirit of Jesus Christ, and the man
ifestation of it in the lives and souls of 
men. Such a spirit would lead us all out 
to be soul-savers. Such a spirit pre
vailing universally among Christians 
would, spiritually speaking, turn the 
world upside down. Animated by this 
spirit, the Christians could take posses
sion of the world at once. My mind 
runs largely in the direction of the con
structive. I believe that Christians 
should apply their belief to the practi
cal concerns of life. Let one man live 
the right life himself and then induce 
some one else to do the same.

The sermons given by our English 
clergymen, I should think, as far as 
ability and intelligence go, were on a 
par with those delivered by the clergy 
in America. But my opportunities for 
judging as to this matter are quite 
limited. I only know, with any de
gree of intimacy, the British leaders : 
but I have no doubt that the average 
preacher in England is up to the 
standard of the average preacher in 
America.

Comparisons on this subject, how
ever, might be taken to be unfair, be
cause you must remember the enormous 
quantity of ground that has had to be 
covered in the United States. No 
doubt you have often had to make use 
of very raw material to start the relig
ious force in certain parts of your great 
land, and this was very useful before


