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Welcome Spring

FARMERS generally will welcome 
the arrival of spring, though it 

means hard work and a busy season. 
The winter just closing has been a most 
trying one, the worst, perhaps, in the 
experience of anyone now living in this 
province. The depth of snow has been 
great. This in itself could have been 
endured very well had it remained even
ly distributed. But along with the snow 
came the wind, piling it into drifts 
mountains high, impeding railway traffic 
and making the cross-roads and conces
sions in many a locality almost impas
sable. ,

People living in cities where snow is 
cleaned off the sidewalks shortly after 
its urrival, can hardly appreciate what 
the farmer in the back township has 
had to endure during the past few 
months. In many cases he has been 
completely isolated for days from his 
fellows, and has found it difficult to 
care for his family and his stock with 
any degree of comfort. Instances are 
reported where it was practically im
possible to get tire wood from the bush 
and consequently fences and even or
chards had to be sacrificed to maintain 
warmth in the home. Business has been 
at a standstill and the marketing of last 
year's crops has had to remain in abey
ance. All this will mean additional work 
now, or as soon as the roads become 
passable, which in many districts will 
not be for a week or two yet. There 
is the consolation, however, that this 
enforced confinement to his home has 
not afforded opportunities for spending 
that otherwise would have occurred. 
But this will hardly compensate for the 
hardships and difficulties that many an 
isolated farmer in the northern coun
ties has had to endure.

Spring will, therefore, be doubly wel
come. It will be an agreeable change 
from a most trying winter, and will 
give the farmer a chance to put his 
latent energy to work in doing things. 
To the successful farmer work is a 
pleasure when it can be put to good ac
count in changing the cold, bleak coun
try side into fields green with growing 
crops and bright with prospects for an 
abundant harvest.

Look after the Seed
Three things are necessary to secure 

good crops—good fertile soil, good cul
tivation and good cleao seed. It should 
be every farmer’s aim to bring these 
together in the spring time. A good 
fertile soil cannot be secured at once. 
It takes time to get it, but by adopting 
right methods it can be had. Good 
cultivation can be had any time, and 
there is really no excuse' fpr the farmer 
who sows good seed on land not pro
perly cultivated. Even if there is a delay

in getting the seed in it is better to 
have this delay than sow on badly pre
pared land.

When the soil is well cultivated sow 
only good clean seed. One of the 
great defects in the seeds of this country 
is the large number of injurious weed 
seeds mixed with them. These foreig.i 
seeds arc usually so small in size a 
to pass unnoticed, and consequently 
many a farmer, who thinks he is sewing 
pure seeds, is deceived, and is seeding 
his farm with all kinds of injurious 
weeds. One cannot be too careful about 
this, and it will pay to go 50 cents 
per cwt. higher in price in order to get 
guaranteed pure seed.

Not only shoulr seed be pure, but it 
should be plump and large. It should
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also be bright in color and dry. It is 
not always a good plan to try new 
varieties that are little known, or that 
have not been thoroughly tested in one's 
own district. It is qsually a much safer 
plan to use the best seed of the recog
nized standard varieties, and thus by 
selection secure a better quality of these 
varieties.

Generally speaking it is not good prac
tice to sow too many varieties. They 
arc hard to keep separate at harvest time 
and it is more difficult to keep the seed 
pure. Select the best quality of seed 
of some variety that has done well in 
the neighborhood and in nine cases out 
of ten better results will be obtained 
than in taking up any new variety re
ported by seedsmen and others to yield 
enormously, and which has not been 
well tested in the district.

Education in Forestry
A large deputation of the graduates 

and friends of Toronto University from 
all parts of the province waited upon the 
Ontario Government last week to ask 
for financial aid for a new physical 
laboratory, and incidentally for the es
tablishment of a forestry teaching de-

partmer.t at the University. Premier 
Ross in his reply did not give the depu
tation any encouragement that either of 
its requests would be granted at the 
present time. In regard to forestry he 
stated that the time had not come for 
the establishment of a forestry depart 
ment at the University. More effective 
work could be done by taking up the 
work in connection with the Agricultural 
College and in preparing speakers to 
deliver addresses on forestry at farmers’ 
institute meetings. To get the quickest 
returns, graduates of the University 
and of the Agricultural College might 
be sent to Europe or to the United 
States at the expense of the Province, 
to learn forestry. These, on their re
turn, could educate the farmer how to 
care for his trees anu grow new ones, 
and likewise render assistance to the 
Crown Lands Department in replenish
ing and preserving the timber lands of 
the North.

From a practical standpoint, and one 
that will bring the quickest and best 
results, the Premier's view is the better 
one. A forestry department at the pro
vincial university would be of little 
practical value, especially to the farming 
community. Something more than 
theory is necessary in order to interest 
the farmer in the work of replenishing 
and preserving his wood lot. The sub
ject must be brought right home to him 
and he must be shown the need of giv
ing attention to this subject. If any 
teaching of forestry is necessary, the 
Agricultural College is the place where 
it should be given and not at the Uni
versity. At the former, experimental 
work in tree growing as well as teach
ing can be carried on and the student 
can receive a more valuable training 
than he would by sitting at the feet 
of some learned professor while he dis
courses on the history and economics 
of tree growing. If the forestry ques
tion is to be taken hold of in this coun
try, and we believe it should be, it must 
be brought right down to the farmer 
in a practical way. and the way to do 
it is through the Agricultural College, 
which is, in more ways than one, the 
farmers’ university.

From the farmer's standpoint the 
need of education and training m fores
try is great. It will help him to pre
serve his wood lot and at the same time 
aid him in replacing the timber so 
wantonly destroyed during the past 
twenty-five years. By a judicious sys
tem of re-foresting he will not only in
crease his timber wealth but help to 
conserve and increase the moisture con
tent in his land, and at the same time 
improve the climatic conditions of the 
country. Let every effort, therefore, 
be made to provide the farmer with 
practical instruction on this important


