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IS THE INFLUENCE OF THE 
EPWORTH LEAGUE 

DECLINING?

check to the only too rapid growth whh from organizing, led a number to lieli 
the ltest thing for the crop. Ah in nature, that they were doing a good work ; ‘
80 in grace. Doublions many young when the <|uestion came, " What was • 
people joined the Epworth League at first league for t" and “ Wliat was it rea 
without any clear idea of what member doing 1" I think the society then receix 1 
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1 important, nnd more or IraudiHi- Hm''here arc al»»y» perron» m every dropped off

cult one. Significant, Iiecautcc it Further, 1 think the wee Jin
implie» that in the mind» of a,me at ~ "»—' c<”" ha« been more car
least, then- is an impression that the 
real workii
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the last two or three years than lief,, ' 
so that our present memliership is a f.r 

t representation of what the 
real strength of the League has be n 
than the figures we have had. Tlien v u 
will notice this important fact, that iV ;

wer of the I»c*a
should

ng pov
more correcdeclining, 

looked
at the matter 

into and remedied as soon 
as possible ; iin/iortnnt, liecause it re
lates to the young people of our churches 
and communities, and what affects them 
niore or less affects the church, and 
what affects the church touches the 
nation ; difficult, inasmuch as it is not 
no easy to get sufficient reliable data 
on which to form an intelligent and 
satisfactory |»ositive opinion as one might 
at first imagine. The subject is net, 
“ Has the League accomplished all that 
it was expected to do ?" nor is it, ‘Is 
the I»eague now doing all that she might 
and ought Î ” but, “ /* the infiuenre o/ 
the League drclinittg,!" that is, has the 
League less spiritual power as a working, 
creative, moulding, moral, character-pro
ducing agency in the church than it had 
two or three years ago, and consequently 
is it doing less to lift up Jesus Christ 
Wfore the world, and in helping the 
church in her great mission, especially 

ong young people / That is the ques 
lion that is fairly before us. How shall 
we answer it 1 I find upon careful 
ination, that the league has steadily 
increased in all departments from its 
inception to the present time, with but 
two exceptions, namely, number of soci
eties and memliership. According to the 
Minutes of a year ago, the returns show 
a falling off in the societies of seventy- 
one, and in membership of four thousand 
and nineteen as con

be

withstanding the reported heavy falling 
off in societies and memliership there has 
been no falling off in the meetings held, 
moneys raised, and w ork done. So that

ft

those who have dropped out could not 
have been a very great source of strength 
to the League, or those remaining have 
developed greatly in working power. I 
am persuaded of this, that the real nor 
mal working power of the League never 
was greater nor even so great as it is to- 
day. Heretofore the strength of the 
society has lieen more of a social and 
educational character than spiritual ; but 
for the last year or two the 
has lieen liecoming more spiritual and 

isequently, the mere entertainment 
features are becoming less and less pr< 
nent. I lielieve that the great majority 
of our memliers seem to lie impatient <if 
anything that does not minister to spirit
ual growth. The General Secretary of 
the League says that it is impossible to 
attend the conventions without being 
impressed with this feature. 11 is 
markable fact that in most societies the 
prayer and consecration meetings are 
better attended than any other meetings 
held by the League. But to mv mind 
the surest sign we have of the gro 
spiritual influence of the League is i 
found in its missionary work. If the 
Kpworth League had no real spiritual 
life and power, it could not do missionary 
work. As the missionary effort 
individual, a church, or the whole League, 
increases it is quite safe to say that the 
individual and League are growing in 
spiritual influence, liecause missionary 
effort is an unselfish work which is made 
on behalf of others, and which certainly 
proves that as it increases, the influence 
of the individual or society increases. 
Here let me give you a few figures which 
will indicate the growth in missionary 
givings during the last few years :
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looks bad, U> say the least of it, and I am 

all regret it much. But are we 
justified in concluding therefrom that the 
influence of the League is declining ? May 

ivy falling off lie accounted 
other w ay ? In the first place, 

whether we can rely very 
much on the accuracy of the figures." Then 
we must not forget that the Kpworth 
league as an organization is only about 
ten or eleven years old, and to think that 
in the first seven or eight years, there 
should be nearly two thousand societies 
formed, with a membership of over
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