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DICK'S PRAICTISE TIME,
(By Hilda Richmond.)

“Mama, is it fitteen minutes yet” cll-
ed Dick trom the piano stool.

“No, dear.  Dont talk, but practiee,
answered mama from the other rovm,

“pBut mama, my shoe hurts my  lovt
and 1 et think what U'm doing,” st
Dick, appraring at the door with a very
forlorn ook on his lace, "L guess LD
have to take the shoe off.”

“Richard you have lost five  minutes
now. Go right back to the plang and
play your exercise. You will have plenty
of tme to look atter the shoe alter o
while,”  Mama's tone was lirm, =0 Dick
gave a sigh and went back Lo lus task.

One! two! threel bangl bang, bang.
Dick was getting down to work at last.
Just outside the window a boy shouted
and he had to run to sce who ot was
shtello, Charley,” he  called  cheertully.
“P'mpredy near done withomy - plasiig.
Wait a few mnutes and LIl be out.

t to go to the grocery lor my ni
“Won't take me very

s the Loy,
long.”

eptichard ! said the warning voice o
the nest room and ik sat heavily down
to hunt up the  place e the exercise buok
cnee more.

When the clock struck three, o very

smiling little boy appeared at the dour
to say, “Now my Lme's  gone, You
promised to read to e, mama, lrom

HKebipson Crusoe for halt an hour atted
1 finished my playmg.”

SALL vight,”" sand mama, taking up the
book.,  “Where was 17 Oh, yes, where
Crusoe tinds is man Frday: 1 believe
I want o drink,” and she put down the
book to go to the dimmngroom. Dick
sat patiently waiting for her and when
she came it took a long time to hnd the
place conce more.

After she had read a few lines she
saw a lady passing and said, “1 must
speak to Mrs, Page a minute Dont
lose the place.”” But when she got up
the book flew shut and it took Dick a long
time to find the picture of Friday as he
did not know the page.

Let me see,” said mama when she had
read almost @ page, “lsu't this the atter
Loon for the buy to call for the Laumdry ?

“No, he comes on Tuesday and this 15
Monday,” sad Ik, “Please do read
very last, mama, for 1 am su anxivus w
Lear about Crusoe.”

Sl begin just as soon as | Jook atter
that shoe that hurt your toot,” said -

1 “Which one—"
w1t doesn’t hurt a bit now, mama,
HMonest 1t doesn't. Please read.”

“Pime is up,” said mama as the clock
struck the hatt hour, “1 was oniy W
pead twice as long as you practiced.

“But you haven't read two pa s, sald
the disappointed little boy.  "You lust
ever =0 wany minutes of the halt hour. 1
wonder—Are you dolng Uis mama, w
show me that 1 Jose e toot”

“What do you think about 1L¥" asked
his mother with a smie.

“I'm going right back to play hiteen
minutes und see what happens, sad Dick.
“1 think 1 know what it will be.”

When the honest titteen nunutes were
gone, mama was walting with a shee ot
bread and jam for Dick and the open
book in her hand. Dick  thinks  the
time goes ever so much faster siuce he
doesn't whine and ask questions  and
waste the moments, and 1 really beheve
he is right about the matter,

—————

The rails of the Mexican Gulf railway
are laid on mahogany sleepers, and the
bridges built of white marble. In West
Mexico is a line with ebony sleepers, and
ballast of silver ore drawn from old mines
beside the track. The engineers con-
structing these railways nad no material
on the route, and found it cheaper to use
these seemmg extravagant materials than
to import the ordinary kind.

Some men waste all their energy im-
pressing us with the fact that something
ought to be done.

THROUGH THE RAPIDS TO MON-
TREA

A visit to the St Lawrence region 15
not complete without a trip down the
river to Montreal by the splendidly equip-
ped steamers of the Richelieu & Ontario
Navigation Co., which  run daly  from
Toronto across Lake Ontario to the Thous
and Islands and down the St Lawrence
to Montreal, Quebee and  the
River

The e from the Islands to Montreal,
lie great commercial metropolis of Can-
ada, consumes a day = time, and the teip
i exceedingly anteresting, Leaving Alex-
andrie Bay at 8§ aai, the tounst arrves
m Montreal in time tor the evenmg meal,
feeling retreshed and ivigorated atter a
wonderful day’s ride on thig majestie river,
The steamers “Kingston™ and “Toronto”
make the run as ftar as Prescott, Ont,
where  passengers are  transterred to a
smaller boat 1 order to ride the rapids
mosatety.  “The  Rapids™  begin a few
wiles below Ogdensburg on the American
side of the chanuel, and the hrst passage
15 through the Galops.

We neat enter the Du Plat Rapids and
the Long Sault, which extend tor nuw
miles until the  town  of  Cornwall is
reached.  These rapids give but a fore
taste of the exciting teatures of the trip
farther down the stream.

The “shooting of the rapids™ is a pleas
ure which is both novel and venturesome.
The peculiar sensation which one making
the tep experiences when the  steamer,
witi steam almost shut off, glides from
shelf to heit of roek through these foam-
g waters which dash on all sides, 15 one
never to me forgotten.  Hidden but a
few feet under the surrface lie the most
treacherous boulders, which ounly the best
of skilled pilots can avoid,  The steamer
is carried along at a speed of twegty miles
an hour by shecr foree ot curffnt, and
each onward plunge conveys to the passen-
ger high on the observation deck a sensa
tion like that experienced on a sinking
ship.

After pussing through Lake St. Francis
we run the Coteau, Cedars, Split Rock and
Cascade Rapnuds in quiek succession .

Below the Cascade pids and emerging
from Lake St. Lowws, we pass the town ot
Lachine, nine miles from Montreal.  The
steamer now enters the famous Lachine
rapids, the fiercest of all the lower St.
Lawrence series.  The total drop ot the
water here is over 40 feet. At the end
of the rapids a narrow tortuous channel
is entered, leading into the broader sce
tion of the stream spanned by the tamous
Victoria bridge. A few minutes later the
passengers disembark at the K. & O. whart
at Montreal,

For Nlustrated Guide, “Niagara to the
Sen,” send 6 cents postage to Thos. Henr,
Tratlic Manager, Richelien & Ontario Na-
vigation Co., Montreal, Can,

Saguenay

HEREAFTER.
Christina Rossetti,
Oh, when the times of restitution come,
The sweet times of refreshing come ut

last,
My God shall fill my longings to the

brim.,

Therefore, 1 wait and look and long for
Him,

Not wearied, though the work is weari-
some,

Nor fainting, though the time be almost
past,

THE MAGNETIZED_W_A;CH.

A watchmaker said that a gentleman
gave him an exquisite wateh to regulate.
It was as perfect a picee of work as was
ever made.  The  watchmaker took it
apart and put it together again twenty
times, and could not tind any defeet, yet
the watch did not keep good time. At
length it struck  him that the balance
wheel might bhave been near a magnet,
and he applied a needle to it; he found
his suspicions true, for there was all the
mischief,  The steel works in the other
parts of the watch were in perpetual frie-
tion, yet with a new wheel the watch kept
perfect time. 1 the soundest mind be

magnetized by vicious associations it must
act irregula i

rly —Tolstoi.

THE CHILDREN'S FRIEND.

Baby's Own Tablets is not for babies
only. It is a medicine for children of
all ages. It is gently laxative and com-
forting. 1t cures indigestion, all forms
of stomach  troubles, constipation, simple

fevers, diarrhoea, n@l makes  tecthing
painless. There's a smile in every dose.
Mrs. Henry Mater, London, Ont., says:

“Having used Baby's Own Tablets, 1 can
sy with sineerity  that 1 Kknow nothing
as good for simple fevers, stomach and

bowel troubles. My baby has thrived
splendidly smee 1 began qiving her the
Tablets)” You can get Baby's Own Tab-

lets from any medicine dealer by il
at 25 cents a box by writing the Dr. Wil
Lams Medicine Co., Brockville, Cnt.

STORING WOOLLENS.

This is the scason for putting away
woulen clothes and turs.  No moth balls
or other vilesmelling substance will be
needed i the garments are hung on the
jine i the sun, whipped with a hght
switeh, and, in the case of clothes, all the
soil spots carciully cleaned,  Then e
up i clean pillow cases, or, better stully
fold over the hems and ran along on the
wachine, A chamn-stiteh machine is best
for thix purpose, as it is casily ripped; but
if a lock stiteh is used, have the bottom
thread loose,

WASHING BLANKETS,

When  my  little neighbor washes
Flankets 1t 1= a pleasure just to sit by and
watch the pretty, soft, tlutly things blow-
ing on the line,  The process is so sime
ple that 1 have learned to do . mysell.
Choose @ warm, sunny, but windy day.
This is important, if the best results are
wished, While dry, look over them care-
fully, and put a satety pin o the center
of the spoiled spots.  For one pair of
blankets prepare o suds with  half @
cake of any good white soap, with one
tublespoontul ich of borax and smmonia.
Phe suds must be as hot as you can bear
the hand in.  Let the blanket stand m
this for an hour, and if the water is too
cold, add more hot water.  Then look
up the places where the pins are, remove
these and rub between the haads until
the spots disappear. Do not rue on the
board, and do not rub seap on the blan
ket direet; have ready a second tub ot
suds, and paddle them around o this,
squeezing and pressing bhetween the nands;
rinse in not less than three wisters of the
same temperature, running them through
the wringer each time,  Fasten w th at
least a dozen pins to the line, and shake
frequently while drying,

RAT PROOF,

Not long ago a neighbor went down hee
ccllar way with a basket of broken glass
ware,  We called:  “What are you doing,
anyway ¥ and then followed atter, 'The
rats had been troublesome,  The cement
on the floor was worn and the rat holes,
rumerous and all along the cellar sides
of the walls, needed a httle plaster,

“Pirst,” said this handy worker, "1
seatter these bits of broken glass in all
these rat holes, and lay in flattened tin
cans,  Next with my trowel, 1 plaster
cver the places a mortar of garden clay.
It is a homely, clumsy device, but 1t
works,  The rats will not work in the
broken glass, and the clay hardens, It
cement could be had it would be better.
1 bave, when minus o trowel, Lid on the
plaster with o shingle, 1 am not an
adept worker in plaster, but 1 manage to
make it hold the glass in place,

“I have been saving old tin cans and
broken glass the pasy year,  The rats,
after getting noses seratehed, will cease
working in this cellar, and will go to the
next neighbor,  When one thinks ot it,
homely remedies for minor evils are close
to us. It is not always pleasant work,
but T try to keep my cellar in fairly
good order. 1 think cellars should be
carefully looked after”




