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1f it were as easy 10 got up a revival
of genuine religion as a politico-sectarian
slorm, what a perfect people Canadians
might become!

Montreal has recently adopted a by-
law to suppress opium dens 1n the city,
and vigorous police action is now being
taken. It is declared that more Caua-
dians than Chinese use the drug in the
city. Much of the opium wsed 15 made
in factories in British Columbia.

Mr, Frank Oliver, of Edmonton, has
been appointed Mimster of the lunterior
for the Dominion of Canada, in succus-
ston to the Hon, Clifford Sifton, who re-
signed a little over a month ago. 'L'he
concensus of opinion leads to the conclu-
sior that Mr. Oliver will make a capable
successor to the late able minister,

The work of Dr. Paton in the New
Hebrides has made these probably the
best known of the islands of the Oceanic
group. 'I'he area of these islands 1s about
5,300 square miles. The numerous dia-
lects of the 75,000 inhabitants would re-
quire not less than twenty Bible versivns
if all the people have the Word of (iod
in their own tongue.

In ‘excited talk about “the Constitu-
tion,” “Separate Schools,” and the like,
there is danger of a matter of fundamen-
tal importance being overlooked, namely,
how can Protestants unite on some sys-
tem of broad, wholesome, non-sectarian
religions  teaching in  the week-day
schools?  Our friends the Roman Catho-
lics know what they want—namely, reli-
gious ingtruction along with week-day in-

- struction; but we Protestants do not

know what we want, or at least cannot
agree in terms as to what we want.
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OUR BIG NEIGHBOR,

Canada must for all time to come be
profoundly affected by the near proxim-
ity of the United States along a bordes
line of three thousand wmiies. That be-
ing s0, it becomes a matter of far reach-
ing interest “what sort of people these
people be.” Twenty-one yeors ago James
Bryce, the British writer and statesman,
published his famous book, “The Ameri-
can Commonwealth.” He has recently
been in the United States, and has given
the New York Outlook tw. veluable ar-
ticles on what he observes today as com-
pared with a quarters of a century 8go.
In the quarter-century since then, he
finds, material development has been
“prodigious”; the trusts and labor unions
have sprung up; the people “are ccasing
10 be a folk of country dwellers”; there
has been a “development of the higher
education in the United States perhaps
without a pazallel in the world”; love of
literature and art is “wmore widely dif-
fused”; there is “a growing reaction
against the laxity of procedure in divorce
suits”; beauty is sought in city and vil-
lage improvement; religious opinivn
“tows in wider channels”; there has been
a “remarkable growth of women’s clubs
and societies” ; municipal corruption con-
tinues, but “the reformers seem to be
more numerous and ore active”; there is
a “livelier sympathy of the richer classes
for the poorer”; the U. 8. Senate “en-
joys less of the confidesce and respeci of
the country than it did,” but State judges
enjoy more; pofitical discussions have}
shifted from the tariff 4o industrial ques-
tioms; the country has grown “less sensi-
tive to criticism” of its political arrange-
ments by foreigners; the acquisition of
the Philippines has made less impression
on the national mind thea he expected;
the Monroe Doctrine has received new
interpretations; the South “is more pop-
ulous and richer” and “more modern™;
the sons and grandsons of the Abolition-
ists are beginning to doubt the wisdom
of the Fifteenth Amendment; lynchings
have not decreased; the race problenm
does not seem any nearer its ultimate so-
lution”; the strcam of immigration now
rises in Southern, instead of Northern,
Europe, but the keen intelligence of Jew
and Italian forbids the fear “that the in-
tellectual level of the American peopie
will decline”; lastly, there now exists a
warmth of feeling, “which did not exist
in 1870, toward the old Britannie
motherland,” and  one  does not
need to stay long in America to per-
ceive that this new friendliness is not
merely an official friendliness of the twa
governments; it is in the hearts of the
people.” and, Mr. Bryce adde, esto per-
petua.”

All of which is interesting and sug-
gestive.

If some able critic i now possibly vis-
iting Canada and taking notes, what
‘would he have to say regarding compara-
tive streams of tendency a quarter cen
tury hence?
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POSITIVIST IMPEACHES
‘CHURCHES.

1t is sometimes useful to have to hear
the sharpest tlungs s sharp critic can
utter. Mr. Frederic ''urison, the weli-
known English Posuvist is convinced
that “in public questior , in politics, in
legialation, in tone of public life, the or-
ganized Christian churches de not do
good, but do evil,” and he hes written a
long and vchement article sustuining this
extreme conclusion. Especiaily does he
castigate the churches for their failure to
check “the immense development of the
spirit of aggression and the resort to war”
during the past thirty or forty years,
declaring that, in too mamy cases, they
“have been foremost, more eager than
soldiers or princes, to hound on the war
spirit, to gloat over the defeat of the
oppouents, sad to justify every case of
injustice.” He continues (in The Posi-
tivist Review, London):

“Hardly a voice was raised within the
churches (o stem the torrent of vain-
glorious pussion during any of the wars,
least of all during the infamies of the
various South African wars, and, above
all, the Boer War. Catholics, Method-
ists, Anglicans, and even the Quakers or
Friends fanned the fighting temper.
They behaved just as Russian priests do
to-day in their war of agression in the
East, blessing the cannons, and promising
heavenly rewards to the victors. As the
head manager of the degraded Russian
church said the other day to the Bishop,
‘You are but the-instrument in Christ
of the all-potent will of the Little Father
by divine right.” That is the tone of the
bishops and archbishops of all establish-
ments, of our establishment. They are
the instrument of the government of the
day, its tool, its creature. If the Govern-
ment go for war, the priests of Christ
to-day bless war and consecrate the en-
gines of destruction. None do it so
shamelessly, with such party zeal, as the
prelates and clergy of the Anglican
church.”

The foregoing is trenchant, and, manry
will say, extreme. Yot it confains just
enough of truth to give Christian pulpits
pause. We are convinced that less glo-
rification of war and militarism generally
would be wise, and that more attention
should he paid to the inculeation of the
spirit of peace both nationally and in-
ternationally, The comlative spirit is a
part of the “old Adam” that usually does
not require special stimulation.

Sixty-nine ies are at present
engaged in evangelizing the sixty million
inhabitants of Morocco. Twenty-five of
these, working in five cities, belong to
the North Africa Mission, while forly-
four belong to other societies or work in-
dependently.

Little minds, like little chickens,
should be content to roost on the ground
till their feathers grow.




