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their braina out.

injury They took turns to fire, with the

ir«W I
•." K^.*"*'"

*•" » *»^?«*' >^l>ich they

fJthetil^^r'"',"^^ ^'"'"g '^^ «^"le

fired wS /S* ""^"^'T **y '"^ ^'^•"h they
fired with both eyes shut. The gun wasCaptain Bob's

; and they got it of hSwShe was labouring under an excess of good-

°hnrif' fl*^.'^*^ ^l"y » moment afterwards
th«t he let It ffo off. They returned it, how-

Hmbs."^^
^"*^*'''°« ^'•'^° off anyoftheTr

"If that gun had served you as it did me
it/' 'sa^d^he.

""'"' ^*^' ^"""^^^ *^ *"'"™^

," Tell us about it," they cried.

« u xu' ""i?
"i^*^* *^ Jf was sleeping withmy brother Ben in the atti. of the old\omestead,—a little one-story house, not muchbigger than a martin.box,-thwe camr*yowling of cats on the roof,'as if th^ wereholding a caucus up there. We were rightunder 'em. and could hear 'em scratching,

clawing, and swtting; and says I, ' Ben vonlay still, and I'll go out and fix 'em 'So Icrept down stairs, and felt along to where

fi"^?, i^"°
""*" ^*°8^"«- I had loaded her ifor ducks as much as six months before, and

'

te**;"P*"?"r'^^«''»««'butthe ducks

frni Jl,^?:^^^"''^ !J^°°«- ^ *°«1^ h«'- downfrom the hooks, and vent out just as I camefrom bed, and the night was cold a., Cice"!

chilly, but blazed away; and in half a minute
I was kicked about six rof's over across a

M7cn^/'"'^-J't"- ieot backas sooJM 1 could, you bet, and found Ben half
scared into fits, because, he said, theshot had

?o?nd V^^"" T *.° ^'"- Next'mornJng we
kT Au®t ^^"^ ^'^t^ »•> *^e cabbage-yard
behind the house That's the identical gS'"
fn«;^*^** ^^^u*'^ 'J '* *°'* ^a°dled it withfresh interest, but the captain never loaned
10 to tbem again.
There was ajplace called '• Beaver Dam "

asVnuL'"^*"'
or other, which was famousas a place of resort for the boys : and thenames of many generations of Rivertownboys were carved deep in the bark of an immense iroad-breasted beech-tree Ike's

moTe h^H Jk"""* t
P^^" *^«'-« '" charactersmore bold than elegant, to be admired by

S"!lso*?^
There were grand paslur^

h-i.J''"° '° *he vicinity, whose lower
?>.«xxuuc3 swept the ground; and walnut-
trees, which accounted for the attraction ofboys and squirrels in the fall of the year.

»W?t'*r*' ^^^ ^^^"^ picturesque eflFectwhen the leaves were changing.^and thewhole forest of hard-wood trees was crowned

^with the glories of autumn. Whatever

L»am. One fine warm October afternonn,quite a crowd of the youngsters havng hadtheir accustomed ramble through the woodscutting "cat-tails," and hemlofk bouZ fo;bows, found their way to the " Dam?' andwere enjoying themselves splendid v rfsk.ing their necks by climbing the ree^ as if

Scate^s^HV^ofy^:/ [^^-^
show you some new gymnastics T ntendto join the circus next year.

"

miena

^
J What are you going to do?" asked

"I'm up a tree, and I'm going to trv somanew ground and lofty tumbling. " ^
^^

lake care you don't tumble in earnest."
^^
Look out and don't fall."

I

/' You'd better give up your monkev.
tricks, and come down." ^^ monicey-

ah^Jt™?*
everyone had something to sayabout ,t; and Ike gave up his intintion Sastonishing them, but came down upon aimb about twelve feet from the grounranSsettled among the branches, half wav outhis weight bending down the endTtUl thehoys below could reach them.

a sw£g!^'*"
'"^ ^"' " ^^"^ ^«1^' ^'^d give u»

"AH "right."
" Well, now all together !

"

" The limb, which was a pretty lar^e one-

TT*f S'-«°f^"y >^P and down, rncffwayeahttle to the right and left. Ike nSt
sidrttirm^^ir^r ^^-^-^»
heXTteT' * ''''' •^"''"P""^ '°' *^« J««V'-

v^*^®^!,*"?''.
^°^d now with a will an*threw all their strength into the effoT whTn

sil^t off f'*^' 'T'^i P"i^' "^^^y heafd thetmb:spilt off from the trunk of the tree, and IkeroUed out of his cradle, falling bead firs?upon the ground, like a paver's rfmmer. He.pii! out his hands to break his fall • andwhen he got upon his feet, as soon as he Jas

broken ^^Thev'
thought his wrists weJlDroken. They swelled immediately, andwere entirely useless. Her. had been,"ground and lofty tumbling' which theyhad not exneotfll -. Knt *h- - —J - tu- ^^

only to sympathize with cie ^uCr^^
^"'^'

He was in a bad condition when he got

K^frJ.*"*^.^"-
Partington sent for Dr.

?ossS^'' W«
°°"^ *" ".expediently «,possible. He came, examined the hurts.and was thinking what to do, wS


