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crippled through severe wounds, he was admitted in 1739 to the
Royal Hospital, Kilmainham, Dublin, as a decayed, maimed
and ancient officer. He died in Dublin in 1764, aged ninety-
two. In 1702, he had married Eleanor, daughter of David
Clements, of Rath Kenny, County Cavan, Ireland, by whom
he had three sons and two daughters. All three sons went
into the army, and the youngest, John, is the subject of this
memoir.

John Parr, the future Governor of Nova Scotia, was born at
Dublin, 20th December, 1725, and, after a moderate course of
study at Trinity High School, he was on the 26th May, 1744,
gazetted Ensign of the 20th Regiment of Foot (Kingsley’s and
Wolfe's Regiment). Parr was then in his nineteenth year, early
in life, to enter upon a career of military activity, when the
great powers of Europe were at war, and when a soldier’s life
was one of arduous and uninterrupted service.

At this period, Frederick the Great was making himself famous,
by his ambitions and his aggressive campaigns, and Britain
with her trammeling connections with Hanover, was often drawn
most unwillingly into the Continental imbroglios. For fifty years,
our country poured out its blood, and treasure, to preserve the
balance of power in Europe, among nations, with whom she had
but little in common. To-day we appreciate these sacrifices of our
forefathers at their true value. The Marlborough campaigns
and victories were to them of dazzling splendour, and even the
reverses under Cumberland were condoned, by the gallantry of
her troops; but time the great arbitrator now proclaims unmis-
takably, that as far as Britain was concerned, they were a succes
sion of useless slaughters and barren in results.

John Parr’s experience as a young subaltern in the 20th
Regiment was arduous. It was a regiment continually
in revolt and trouble. When it had the chance, it fought bril-
liantly, but at times had the misfortune of bad handling by
incompetent officers. It was a mutiny in this particular regiment,
which brought the hero Wolfe to the front. While encamped
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