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ind:-de eptrve One of the most v1olent -and coercive pohtr—
ccal systerns in all of Central America has developed there
~since the country became independent in 1838. In fact a

real sense of heaven-on-earth may have only been briefly

experlenced by the ancient Mayan c1v1hzatlon which once
: lthrlved in what is now ‘Guatemala.

~ When the Spanish conqulstadors came to convert the
‘heathens” and get rich quick they first fell on their knees
o thank God; then they proceeded to fall on the Indians,
enslave and oppress them. Things ‘haven’t changed much
since. Today oppression comes from a military government
that deals brutally with anyone who dares to criticize it or

‘who calls for land reforms, employment or better nutrition. ~
S At the present time close to 400 people in all age -

i groups are murdered or disappear each month. This num-
~ ber is expected to climb dramatlcally as pohtlcal repression
heightens, making politics the major preventable cause of

eath in the country. Regime brutality agarnst suspected

* leftists has taken grim proportions, promising to act out the -

i Latln American prophecy that white terror kills more peo-
. plein defendmg order than doesred terrorin overthrowing
e lt. =

Every Guatemalan who isn’t in some way linked to the:

..Government apparatus or to the armed forces, faces a
- Kafkaesque fate (“now you see them now you don’ t”). This’
“process of government terrorism is directed against all
; Guatemalans who 'show the least bit of non-conformity
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. Causes of pohtlcal turmonl

The question to be asked. is. why is: Guatemala SO
politically turbulent? The answer isnot that complex, butit
must be considered from a number of different perspec—» :
tives. In Guatemala, successive military regimes have pre-
sumed that material progress brings political conteritment. -
Historical evidence seems to suggest otherwise. In the pas

the fruits of economic growth have been distributed une:

qually. The wealthlest fifth of Guatemalans receive:

- two-thirds of the income. At the bottom of the heap an B

estimated two-fifths of Guatemalans do not participate in
the economy, having no income at all. Critics hold that -
what growth does take place in the economy is controlle
by US multinationals and Guatemalan technocrats. But
modernization has crept into the country the masses I
awakened, becoming - organized, aware and angr
problem Wlth Guatemala is that the’ ex1st1ng politic
stitutions: have not been able to handle these ma
mands. In other societies well-organized pohtrcal p

‘can channel moderate and often calm demands na




