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OFS and

NUS

are essential
for York students

Wasn’t it just last year that York students voted almost two to
one to increase their activity fee by one dollar to pay higher
National Union of Students (NUS) fees?

And wasn’t it just two years ago that York students voted
overwhelmingly to raise their activity fees $1.50 to pay higher
Ontario Federation of Students (OFS) fees?

As recently as two years ago
York students clearly ex-

pressed their desire to not.

only support but increase their
support for both OFS and
NUS. Why has the Council of
the York Student Federation
(CYSF) called a referendum
on this issue, with the hope of
withdrawing from both of
them?

What has changed since
those votes? Tuition fees for
foreign students have gone up
hundreds of dollars. The rest
of Ontario students are faced
with a $100 fee increase for
next year. The provincial
government has just an-

nounced a new program to
make student aid harder than
ever to get. At the same time
the federal government is cut-
ting its support to the univer-
sities and students across the
country face the worst sum-
mer job prospects ever.

On all fronts students and
the rights of many of us to be
students are being challenged
by the government.

One of the best ways for us
to meet this challenge is with
a united front to take on the
government both at the
provincial and federal level. It
makes sense. Students latched
on to this same principal when
they decided to form students’
councils on their campuses to
deal with the administration.
It seems clear that one
democratic body acting in the
interests of students at the
local, provincial, and national

level, is more effective than
the mass of students operating
alone in a splintered and
Balkanized manner.

So why is CYSF President
Barry Edson and the rest of
the council members who sup-
ported his motion challenging
these organizations? Why is
he diffusing the energies of the
OFS, NUS and their sup-
porters into fighting this
referendum campaign at a
time when they, along with
CYSF, should be dealing with
the very serious problems
currently facing students?

Edson has never clearly
stated his reasons for not sup-
porting OFS and NUS but we
can piece together a few of his
complaints. Edson feels the
OFS is too radical. OFS is only
as radical or conservative as
its membership, since it is a
democratic body. If Edson
can’t get other members of
OFS to vote for his policies
that’s not the fault of the
organization. When one enters
a democratic forum one
always faces the possibility of
losing. It seems Barry has
trouble handling this concept.

OFS and NUS are also only
as strong as their members.
The CYSF has simply not been
a strong member of either
organization. They have never
properly distributed either the
OF'S or the NUS newspapers.
And when was the last time
you saw an OFS or NUS pam-
phlet? They print thousands of
them but if you want to read
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one you’ll have to dig through
the dust in the CYSF offices to
find them.

Perhaps the clearest ex-
aple of CYSF’s bumbled mem-
bership in OFS occurred dur-
ing the “post-cards to Parrott”
campaign. The OFS voted to

Editor-in-chief
Managing editor
News editor
Entertainment editor
Sports editor

Photo editor

CUP editor

Business and advertising manager

Michael Hollett
Anna Vaitiekunas
Paul Kellogg
Evan Leibovitch
Dave Fuller
Bryon Johnson
Debbie Pekilis

Olga Graham

Staff at large — lan Mulgrew, David Saltmarsh, Alice Klein, Gord Graham, Donna Mobbs,
Maxine Kopel, lan Kellogg, James Brennan, Chris Legree, Mary Marrone, Doug Tindal, Pat
Takeda, Paul Kellogg, Bonnie Bowerman, Brackinreed, Belinda Silberman, Keith Nickson,
Walter Rigobon, Ed Fox, Warren Clements, Brenda Weeks, Susan Grant, Ross Freake,
Jim Omura, Denise Beattie, Dave McLeod, Gary Kinsman, Ken Stewart, Bryon Johnson,
Rich Spiegelman, Sue Kaiser, Tim Uksulainen, Andrew Guido, Steve Monnot, Rick Wolf, Paul
Luke, Kim Llyewellyn, Libby St. Jean, Jane Chisholm, Robert Easto, Gary Empey, lan Wasser-
man, Don Belanger, Mary Lochhead, David Goodman, Ted Mumford, Ara Rose Parker, Ronen
Grunberg, Dudley Carrothers, Eric Starkman, Amelia Amaro, Graham Beattie, Agnes Kruchio,
Bob Pomerantz, Jenny Johnson, Marian Kerr, Marie Dorey, David Chodikoff, Shelly Rabino-
vitch, David Lang, Holly Nightengale, Cathy Sherik.

distribute thousands of post-
cards on every campus in the
province to be distributed to
students and mailed to
Colleges and Universities
Minister Harry Parrott. The
cards carried a message to
Parrott protesting tuition fee
hikes.

Parrott did get thousands of
the cards; however, few if any
came from York students.
CYSF accidentally threw the
first crate of postacards from
OF'S in the garbage. No one is
sure what happened to the
second batch.

The credibility of Edson’s
anti-OFS attitude is severely
weakened by his council’s
poor record in the federation.
Because of the nature of the
organization it is important
that the members take their
membership seriously.

Much of the good work the
OFS and NUS do is not readily
apparent to students. The staff
of the organizations spend a
great deal of time involved in
essential lobbying with the
government, other political
parties and presenting studen-
ts’ case to the public as a
whole. It would be impossible
for each student council to do
this type of work effectively
on its own.

The OFS and NUS also have
researchers on staff to provide
students with the necessary
factual ‘“‘ammunition” to take
on the government. Excalibur
used an OFS research paper
asthe core of the cen-
trespread in the February 3
issue.

If Edson is worried about
balancing the CYSEF’s budget,
cutting back essential
organizations like OFS and
NUS is not the place to look to
save money.

Basically, membership in
OFS and NUS is essential,
especially at this time. Even if
one has criticisms of the
organizations, dropping out
does nothing to solve the
problems. Whatever
criticisms one has of either
OF'S or NUS can be dealt with
in a democratic matter from
within the organizations. Now
is not the time to use ‘“‘con-
frontation” tactics on the OFS
and NUS.

We at Excalibur urge all
York students to vote on Mar-
ch 9 and 10 to continue our
membership in both NUS and
OFS so we can get down to
dealing with the serious
problems we as students face
and which membership in
these organizations can help
us resolve.




