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Prediction is gloomand doom

by Susan Edgett

Unless the developed coun-
tries of the world voluntarily
agree to lower their standard
of living by transferring mas-
ses of wealth to the under-
developed countries, the world
is headed for a catastrophe,
Dalhousie biology professor
Dr. K. Mann told a group of
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schemes such as
plans and medicare, along
with high incomes, to look
after them later on in life. By
raising the standard of living
in the underdeveloped coun-
tries, the birth rate would be
reduced, he said.

Two-thirds of the world’s
population is not receiving the
adequate food intake of 2,800

pension
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Africa are suffering from
malnutrition, Australians may
be eating meat three times a
day, he

said. Australia has the
highest protein intake in the

“The gap is widening between
the have and have not coun-

tries.”

Mann based his lecture on
the findings and predictions

of the Club of Rome. This
group of about 100 inter-
national thinkers, scientists

and economists convenes
once a year to discuss the
problems of the world on a
voluntary basis.

“The gap is widening be-
tween the have and have-not
countries,” said Mann. The
underdeveloped countries will
not “take it sitting down” he
said. They are fed up with
being exploited by industri-
alized countries and as a
result, political alliances are
forming in the Third World.

According to the Club of
Rome's predictions, in order
to balance the difference in
growth, the developed coun-
tries will have to provide $300
billion in aid to bridge the gap
by the year 2000. “If we wait
until the year 2000 to start, it
will cost at least $900 billion,
Mann said.

Politicians in the developed
countries, and many citizens
know the problems but cannot
bring themselves to do any-
thing, he said. Politicians do
not plan long term policies for
the simple reason they are
only elected for no more than
five years, he said.

Using graphs drawn up at
one of the annual conferences
of the Club of Rome, Mann
said the world has reached its
limit of growth.

If the population continues
to increase at the present rate,
the world population will total
more than five billion people
by the year 2000, he said.

Population growth is not
even throughout the world.
High income countries like
the United States, the United
Kingdom, Sweden, France
and Canada have very low
birth rates compared to Kenya,
India, Ecuador and Morocco,
which are low income coun-
tries with high birth rates.

The reason for high birth
rates in Third World countries
can stem from the low stan-
dard of living, Mann said.
Parents do not have money
and must rely on their children
to support them when they
become old. There is also the
fact that the rate of child
death is very high due to
malnutrition and disease, he
said. As a result, parents have
as many children as possible
for fear that several may die
later on, he said.

In industrialized countries,
people depend on social

world. Five to six pounds of
grain are required to produce
one pound of beef, he said. By
reducing the beef production
in the world, more grain would
be available to feed more
starving people, he said.
Food production could be
increased by raising goats,
cutting down forests to pro-
vide fertile land, irrigating
desert regions and using
fertilizers and pesticides.
These solutions will lead to

very serious environmental
problems, said Mann.

JFirst of all, denuding the
land will result in soil erosion.
Fresh water is not available
forirrigating desert regions. |If
salt water was used, the large
amounts of salt residue would
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produce an alkali soil. Ferti-

mental prob a reduction
ash  water
supply and an increase of the
amount of carbon dioxide in
the atmosphere, he said.

According to the Club of
Rome’s calculations, it takes
1.32 litres of water to manu-
facture one ton of plastic and
2,200 litres for one ton of
bricks. More and more of the
world's fresh water reserves
are being used for the manu-
facturing industry. The layer
of carbon dioxide surrounding
the earth tends to retain the
sun’s radiation. As a result,
the temperature of the earth is
rising. There is a possibility
that plants may increase their
intake of carbon dioxide but

world's

coal produced in
lizers and pesticides cause
water poliution and harm to
humans as well as wildlife,
said Mann.

Industry is also producing
(wo very serious  environ-

the balance is unknown at the

“The U.S. with only 6% of the
world’s population consumes
62% of the natural gas, 33% of
the petroleum and 16% of the

the world.”

moment, he said.

By the year 2000, the world

will have used up all the
present known energy

serves, said Under
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This is g ]
developed countrizs consume
10 times more energy than the
underdeveloped countries, he
said. The United States, alone,
with only six per cent of the
world's population, consumes
62 per cent of the natural gas,
33 per cent of the petroleum
and 16 per cent of the coal
produced in the world, he
said. The United States must
abandon its “fortress” attitude
of ignoring world problems
and face up to the problems of
runaway population and eco-
nomic growth, starvation and
energy depletion before it's
too late, Mann said.
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TANNERY SHOP
SANTAS LIST

Leather Skins, Horse Brasses,
Riding Equipment, Stetson Hats,
Leather Care Products, Saddles,
Wine Flasks, Leather Pants, Belts,
Leather Bomber Jackets, Frye Boots,
Picture Frames, Book Covers, Purses,
Frye Handbags, Western Boots, Vests,
Leather Coats, Sheepskin Coats,
Buckles, Wallets, Camera Cases,
Leather Suiters, Gloves,
Sheepskin Rugs, Canes,
Leather Hobby Supplies,
Goose Down Vests,

Key Rings, Rabbit Vests,
Luggage, Attache Cases,
Leather Lamp Shades,
Sheepskin Mittens,




