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"Besi of Ris kind in Canada"
There are flot many ways ta

listen ta live music in Edmon,-
ton. If you like hearing deafen-
ing rockn'rall in the company of
loud drunks and stoned out
people. go to the bars. lounges,
and concerts. If that's flot your

bag yau'Il fi md that there are few
places ta go ta in Edmonton.
The only place that regularly
presents a varîed diet ai music
s the Hovel.

The H-ovel was founded
aimost five years ago. It then

existed in a dingy hall ]ust a
hole-in-the-wall away from a
pizza joint. tl wasn'twell known
in those days. and if tl was
known at ail. tl was cansidered a
shady institution. Lîke 'Reefer
Madness", tlcaused insanîty
and led ta ruined lîves.

Things have changed. The
Hovel maved ta its present
location on Jasper and- 1O9th.
People started ta notice that
goad music could almost
always be heard there.
Musîcians ai thQ stature af
Sanny Terry. and Brownie
McGhee. Jesse Winchester and
Rahsaan Roland Kirk have
appeared there; white a hast of
excellent lesser-knawns have
faced the large Hovel
audiences. It has became sa
well known that after the recent
BS&T concert. members af that
band appeared at the Havel ta
perform on "Open Stage" night.

The Hovel is not the wark af
any one indivîdual. but the
collective creatian ai ail the
people wha have warked there.
Anyone who wants ta valunteer
ta work there is welcome. and is
always appreciated. Though the
Hovel is run as a business. tl is
not a business whose sole
purpase is ta show a profit.
Those responsîble for its opera-
tion say that they wish ta

.convey the presence ai an
artistic reality in a social en-
vironment". that they feel
themselves part ai the cam-
munity and want ta act as such.
They sponsor occasional
benefits for worthwhile cuases.
and yet continue ta mfake
enough money ta stay above
wate r.

Many af the musîcians who
they bring in are suggested ta
them by members ai their
audiences. Some ai thase
suggested are toa high-priced
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t, bat h groups Wouid be miss.
ing a great deal.

Over the years. the
audience at the Havel has
changed. People have been
attending it since it first opened,
white new faces appear at every,
show. They stili corne when the
Hovel presents u n uSual
musicians, indicating an in.
creasing sophistication in Ed.
monton audiences. Hovel fans
wiii be pieased ta knawthat the
Hovel plans ta finish renavating
its premises. updatîng the
washrooms and adding a new
sound system. An acaustic
stage is aiso considered whîch
would make any sound syslemi
unnecessary.

In the next few manths the
Hovel plans ta present Paulà
Hann., Bob Carpenter, Brent
Titcomb and Leon Redbane. as
weil as possibiy bringing in,
Shirley Eikhardt and athers.
Jesse Winchester wiil be relur-
ning in several months. and
other aid favourites will most
likeiy appear again. When they
do, they wiil find bath an
audience and a stage in the
Hovel.

by John Owen Robert Ferris

- Mike Taylor of "Humphrey and the Dump- trucks-

for the Hovel, although they
might fit in with what the Hovel
wants in their perfarmers.
Where possible. they prefer ta
present artists who are ex-
pressive with their music.
creative and sincere in-
dividuais. For many ai these.
especiaiiy those who are
songwriters. the Hovel may weli
be their aniy Edmonton ex-
posure.

For such musîcians just
starting out. a. large-scale
coffee-house audience is,
necessary for survivai. Without
the New York coffee houses,
Dylan, Judy Collins, and others
wauid have had a much more
difficuit time in reaching an
audience. Joni Mitchell was
iaunched in Canadian coffee
hauses.

In Canada. the number ai
coffee-houses is apparentiy

-nkinn., and before the Hovel
ii'ýed in Edmonton there

-Pen no coffee-house in the
,about a year. The Havel.

ru, as a society with
mî-à :rship open ta the public.
ha en despite its frequent
finanicial prablems managed ta
bath please its audience and
support the musîcians. Withaut
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"EXHILARATING AND EX I IG.. A H1JMANE
AND INTELLIGENT MO VIE DOCUMVENT!"

-Globe and Mail

"A shamneful episode handled with finesse.
Timely in the warning it conveys about the
fragility of democratic institutions!"Y
- TORONTO STAR

Do State Polities Justlfy murder?
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The Hovel:


