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MR. PRESTON IN JAPAN

A CORRESP>ONDENT iii China sends us a numiiber of clippings
Sfrom "The Japan Weekly. Chronicle" dealing with the doings aji

sayings of Mr. W. T. R. Preston, Canadian Agenit. Orie states that
Mr. Preston is "reaily outrageous in bis statements andl insinuations
against foreign merdhants." Evidently Mr. Preston bas stirred up the
Britiehers living ini Japan. In another, it is piainiy said that "it would
be weil, perhaps, if his Goverument recails him, before lie does any
furtber harm to, bis reputation." In stili another, it is stated that
"IMr. Preston is again busiiy at work endeavouring to fornent a feeling
of animosity amangst Japanrese against the resident foreigner," and
explains that the Kobe Fore:ign Board cf Trade liad forwarded a
mnemoriai to, Ottawa in protest.

It appears tbat Mr. Preston is pursuing bis ancient tactics of
talking toq mucli, pratestîng too, muncli, and generally making hirnself
dlisagreeahle. Iu so far as hefound it necessary to deny, certain state-
mients about Canadian rates of w 'ages and importanrt gaverniment
mnatters, Mr. Preston \vas probably justified in some of lis "talk."
Nevertbiess. bis attitude ini genieral lias been as inadvisable as miglit
be expectedl fromn 'bis personal history. He was neyer ýcredited, even
by 'his initimiate friends, wi;th discretion cf a high order. Mis famous
teiegram, -iHug the miacinie," is sufficient evidence of that.

Our correspondent, a Canadian who bas lived in Asia for years,
speaks of Mr. Preston as a "meddlesome cuss" and regrets his
appointmennt. Me aiso points out that Mr. Preston's predecessor was
a man about seventy years of ýage, very deaf, and 50 weak ýthat since
lie w\,as nioved ta Shangliai lie bas spent ail bis time in bospital. Our
correspondent adds that these circumstances are unfortunate for
Canada, and that Canladianl interests are suffering. On the orther hand,
the Australian representatives are young men, weil versed in the
affairs cf the East. aind "not ward-beelers who bave outlived their
uisefulness.",

W'liatever miay lie the mnerits of these cases, Canada sliould be
very carefuil of tlie ciass of mnen sent abroad to represent lier interests,ý
Ex-polîticianis cannalt possibiy inake satisfactory trade agents. Only
tralined business men, wilth somne experienice i public affairs, should
receive these appointmneuts.

CANADA AND OPPORTUNITIES AISROAD

J UDGING by tle remiarks f the Canadiani trade commiissiners în
Great B1ritaini and other places, Canadiani exporters are nlot living

uip ta their opportuinities. The Departmnent.e.f Trade and Commerce
at Ottawa, tlirougli its excellent -Weekly Report,- i s doing lunch ta
explaini these oppartulnitres and te show thee une along whichi the
exporter rn1ay dev\elop. 't'le himnited capital in1 mlos t Canadliani enter-
prises, tbe imiiited klnwledIge of the mietliods necessary te successfuil
exporting, and the liiited experience Canadians have liad in this work
eau be overcorme 'but slowly. They will be overcome in timne, no
doubt.

lu the Report for Januiary 4t'li, Mmf. Larke bias a lettem, written
fromn Sydnley,, sliowing how Auistralasia lias developed lier foreigii
meat export. In 1882, New Zealand sent ont about eue liundred
'thousand dollars' wertli of this product; tc-day the trade amounts te
seventeen million dollars. In Australia oron)er t1ie ;itill-r,

cent. of the tituber deinands. Oiy in paper have Canadiuan exports
showîî a reasoniable aitd satisfactory increase.

Mr. Hlarrisonr WNatson writing fromn London complains that
Canadian exporters are discourteous and do trot even answer letters
addressed to themr. He refers particularly to apple exporters. Cana-
diant flour exporters have also been slow to furnishi samples''requiired
for the Egyptian trade.

From Britisli Gujiana cornes sorne good niews, given ini the Report
for January 11th, that Canadian trade is irnproving. However, of the
eight million dollars' worth of imnports, onily 7.73 per cent, carne fronil
Canada, The United States sold four times as much and the United
Kingdom seven tirnes as much as we did. This is not a great showinig
considering that Canada bouglit 56 per cent. of B3ritish Guiianýa's,
exports, mainly sugar.

No one may peruise these excellent weekly reports without a
growing conviction that we are stili amateurs in the export business.
We have learned fairiy well how to market goods at home and in,
Grea:t i3ritain, but how to sell our goods in other countries is anl
unlearned lesson. Perhaps the Canadian Manuifacturers' Association
could assist by setting up a "Scliool for Exporters"* in which 0cr
vounuger manuifacturers woul(i'le taughit the elernents of the business.

CANADIANS ON EASTERN MISSIONS
,NE of the greatest wrongs in which Great Britaii 'lias been con-

cerned is the opiumn traffic in the East. it is difficult for those
who believe in the general justice of Britain's dealings in the Orient
tel understand lier action prec.eding the Chinese War. The suppres-
sion or diminution of this traffic *is the aibject of ail enlightenled
Chinese officiais, wlio realise Wýhat a detriment this drug has been to)
the people of the great empire. The modemn interest in such Ilovec-ments extendsto ail couintries, and the Dominion of'Canada has sent
Mr. Mackenzie King ta attend the conference at Shangliai next montli
on -the suppression of the opium traffic. Mr. King is to visit India
also and whule in that country wiil have an apportunity of discussing
the question of Hindu immigration with tire Indian Governmnent.
Mr. Mackenzie King is one of our younger Members of Parliamerit
but already his good judgment and capacity for administration havl'
won respect from both parties. Mr. King lis essentially a conciliator
and performs the difficuit Stevensonian task of keeping friends, "with-
out capitulation" and playing the part of umpire witli proniounçed
success. Misvisits to India and China cannot fail to benefit lis ownl
country, for the immigration of Orientais to the Caniadian WVest is
iikeiy to involve us in Asiatic probierns.

Anothier young Canadian now visitiîtg the East in behlf of
Methodist Missi1ons, Rev. T. E. E. Shore, has found bis Oriental
travels not witbout dramatic incident. Mr. Shore was in China ait
the time of the late Emnperor's deniise, was i Constantinople not long
after the "YugTurks" muade the Suiltani's goverrument assume a
democratic fron-ti and -was iii India about thie t ie of Calcutta's
tlireatenied outbreak. Altogether Mr. Shore lias reason for consider-
ing bis Canadian home a fairly peaceabie spot and will be in no
danger of preferring MUaliomrmedanismn to Methodism. Torouto and
Montreal are fairly comfortable cities, after ail, and our political
uphecavais are flot likely to paint the provinces re>d. Bath State and
Church will be ail the better prepared to face modern conditions if
their young officiais have addled foreign experience to training in the
borne universities.
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