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THE TRUTH ABOUT THE HINDU
A fUCHI lis being said and done on behaf of the

LASikhs who now resîde in Canada. Much is
bdsng said arnd done against them. The country lis
in a fomctit over flhc question. The honest, fair-
mninded citireni does not know what to say or thînk.
He believes in keeping Canada a whit e man's coun-
try, but hie desires fa bc consistent. Hee /îcsitates to
debar British subfects from India merely because
of their colour, while colour is no bar f0 tlhe Chinese
and Japasese.

The Sikhis already here want one privilege, and
it seems reasonable. They desire to brin g in their

wves and families. This they are debarred from
dofrsg by t/te immigration regu'ations. Whether or
ot further Hindu immigration s/ta/I be a/lowed,'tki>s is a mnaffer for immediate considera lion and

decisi on.
M4r. Baer has wriffen. the followîng article ait our

request. Hle lis ini a position ta know t/te fac fs. He
has stuc/ld t/te pro blem at flrsf /îand etvr since if
becamie a problem. His analysis of fthe situation is
fair' ansd candid, and should bc convincing. We arc
pleasedl to be able fa give our readers .such a plain
and inf orning statement of fte case.-EDIToR.T UE problem of Hindu immigration--or more

properly speaking, Sikh immigration-in
l3ritishi Colunmbia is a problern more grave

.than the broader question of Oriental immi-
gration. It is necessary in considering the question
to direct attention to the fact that there is a differ-
ence betweecn Hlindus and Sikhs. While ail Sikhs
are Hlinduis, flot ail Hindus are Sikhs. The rela-
tio)n b)etween theu two classifications ends alrnost en-
tirely when we( speak of their racial entity. In
ethics, religion, miorals, aspirations and in their his-
tory since they becarne ail but a distinct people, the
'Sikhs are greatly- superior to the broacler classifi-
cation of Hlis Majesty's Indian subjects known as
ilindus. They stand in their relation religiously to
the devotees of Hinidu faith just where the Friends
or Quakers stand amnong the religious organizations
of the so-called more civilized peoples. I use this
coiparison simiply because it most nearly expresses
what it is impossible adequately to describe. I shaîl
ilot niagnify the îiseparable relation of this fact
withl th)e question of the advisability, or otherwise,
(of admlitting themn into the province of British Col-
timbia or inito Canada, but mnust point it out as hav-
inig a diefiniite bearing on the case which will appear
as I proceed.

'l'le question of Oriental or Asiatie immigration
bas been a burning question in. this province for a
decade, ht grows mnore heated andi consurning with
every passi,g year. It bas been brought to a white
heat bIl the demiand--literally, the demand--of the
Sikb.î hýr wAhat they nonceive to be British f air play.
The objection to Oriental labour was talcen in the
first instance beccause it was "cheap" labour. That
is still the oly sincerç objection against it, Whether
it is a good one an4e valid in the face of other econ-
osnic leonsiderations 1 arn not intending to argue
here. Political econornists must setule that.STATE interference by regulatioîi of Oriental im-Smigration began with the imposition of a head
tax of $50 on every Chinese entering the couintry.
That was long ago and before we hiad any suggestion
of trouble with Japanese immigration. The rnodest
tax did not decrease the immigration; it only raised
thse wages charged by Chinese bosses for Chinese
servants andi labourers. As a concession to White
labour it was raised to $100 and again to $500 muach
to thse discomfitu're and dissatisfaction of the cor-

or ations and( contractors emiploying «checap'-' labour.
ýohead tax can ever keep ot the Chinese. They

wil, apread the inivestrnent of that tax over as rnany
years as theY live and wiIl even pass it on as a
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legacv to thcir chiltiren, but it will be paiti, ini the
endi, by the eunployers. 1 interject this reînark only
l)caite 1 know the mind of the Chiinese "Bosses"
on the question anti state the fact so that those who
are dletermincti to exelutie the Chinese elernent în
settling our immigration problems mnay knoss the
trth.l They will have to finti some nîethod other
iluan a heati tax.

It was at the time of, or shortly after, the im-
position of the $500 tax on Chinese that some bril-
lianit mindeti White man matie the discovery that,
because of Treaty relations between Great Britain
and Jaîan, no lîead tax had been imposeti on Jan-
anese. TIhesc xnust be classified anti atimitted on the
saie tcrms as requirc(l by tlic gencral Immigration
Iaws of Canada. In the mniddle of the first tiecade

A HINDU FAMILY
These are types of the womeu and cluildren whoih diamued

Sildu now tesdent in Canada deire to b6 ing fron, India.
There aie about 4,000 Hîlnd.3 kere, but only two

Hindu wonen.

of the twencitieth century an influx-. of Japanese be-
gan. Thiey camie in hordes and there was conster-
nation in the ranks of organizeti labour. The ex-
clitement was indescribable and finally culmiiinateti
il, the Oriental riots in Vancouver in the winter of
1907.* The news of these was uinconisciously exag-
geýrateti in the Eastern press for, thoughi I slept in
the heart of Vancouver the night the ruots occurreti
I knew nothing of themn until I reporteti for duty
at my desk the ne.xt day. But there is no denying
that the demionstration against the Orientais was
exciting anti the feeling ranl higher than it hati done
before.

It was ini the mnidst of these scenes that the first
Vlindus camne to Britishi Columibia. The reader cana
undfferstand that this was fuel to the already lamibent
fiamies of lawlessness andi riot. The first H-indus
were undloubtediy the victimis of unscrupulous
agents who hati bundled together ail] who coulti be
got ready for transportation anti withont regard to
their physical or moral fitness for transplantation to,
a new ]and, They were mnostly f romn the ciass which

would beo selccted by a rcruiting agent who had a
talc of passeýngors to *'sliauighai" into the holti of a
steatmshipl for <lunîping on a foreign shore. It is no
reflcct~i u1kont he Ilindus 1in British Columibia to-
dav that the first we re of this class. Many of the
meni x%,ho came froin India were pliysically unfitteti
to surviuve un our cliniate, multi and equable as it is.
Soine ssere diseaseti. None untierstood our language
nor liad anv suspicion of what they would find to
do0 ulor liow to do it if they did finti h. They hati
becu loancti rnoney to meet the requirements of the
luiiîgr;ttion lasvs anti this was taken away as soon
as they mcrû put ashore. Their circumstances were
pitialule in the extreme. The people responsible were
notliing more tlian ghouls willing to batten on
luiuîan blood. They titi it trio. Tuhe Hindus, left
to shi ft for theinselves, huticlct together into out-
hou'.cs, sheds andi miserable places of crouching
abute but only because they hati no otherwhere to
lay tlicir hcatis. TJheir experiences were heart-
breaking but the universal prejudice against Asiatic
or "cheap" labour focusseti upon them andi they had
to accept the heavy impact of the fierce blows.
Cîiese had been conling in Iegally for a quarter of
a century, andi Japanese for a decaie, but tliese were
a new e.xcitanit. Some of them starveti and others
lîired tesevsout for a Ilittance so that only
thîe niigh1t keep body anti soul togetlier but in that
very act aggravating the public indignation against
t hecm.

It is wvell tîtat it was so, for that class of Hindu
ïs ilot walite(l. Singularly the Ilindus were them-
sc ,veýs tie first to learn the moral of the situation.
I\Ianv mvent back to lIndia, but they carried the tale
of ilie lanid of oplîortunity anti fired the imaginations
of a better class of His Majesty's subjects. These
organizeti for legitimate andi prospectively success-
fuI einigration to Canada and, since that time, there
can be littIe objection to the class of men who have
coule to us "I'roîn Intiia's Coral Strand." 1 say
"little objection" using the term in comparison with
the Oriental immigrants who are regularly per-
mitteti to corner to thîs province anti whose admit-
tance into the counitry is accepteti as a matter of
course. I chiallenige contradiction of the statement
thiat the Sikhs whio are taking the places of Japanese
and Chinese as mell as Montenegrin labourers in
13ritish Columiaî[ are superior, physically, mentally,
miorally, socially antd every other way to the races
I have enumerateti.

Those Who have cornme since their advisers in
Indria have beeni here, inspected the conditions anti
are tiirecting their emigration are, in my opinion,
more tiesirable than any class of OrientaIs or Asia-
tics of whîch we have had experience. When I say
this 1 make no pronounicement at ail upon the broad
question of a "White Man's" country.

The Sikhs who are here have done well. They
aire ortie(rly, sober, thrifty, honest, reliable when ap-
plietl to do a task. They are patient untier their own
ilisaibilities anti limitations, but they learn as rapidly
asý anyv other people coming to us under simnilar con-
~4tiins. 1 admit that there are exceptions to this
rule2 among thenu, but the exceptions are in a lesser
percentage than among other immigrants of the
same "t..Idesirable" class.

'OU wîll ask me, then, what is the meaningr of aIl
Jthis hubbub anti objection to their demainds. I

wili tell you. The H-indu is a British subject and,
should be emigrate to this country he cornes to stay.
H1e cornes to ]ive here, to Rlourish here, to die and be
burieti here. In other words he looks forward to
becoming a permanent factor in the evolution of
labour problenis in this country. The Chi.uarnan
coimes to make a fortune andi go back to China. H1e
will keep on doing so, 1 think. The Japanese have
agreed that only a limited number shaîl corne to us
each year. They are keeping that ag1reement. The
Hindu thinks he bas as good a moral right to corne
into this country to improve his fortunes as any
race with the atdiîtional claim upon us that he has
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