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THE PEOPLE HAVE A RIGET TO SPEAX.
. u the last issue of the Western Home Monthly

reference wes made to the western visit of the
premier of the Dominion and nome of bis col-
leagues. During the course of that'viil the people
of Western Canada lived up to their reputatiôn for
hosptality. It je easy to lie hosptable to those
who poseess charmi of manner and winuing per-
souality. Yet t hat did nat stand in the way of plain
speech, and the direct represextatious -of the work-
ing classes and more particularly the farmers on
matters touchiug their welfare and the welfare of
the Dominion was truly refreshing. And why should
Dot the people speak plainly >ta the members of the
Dominion Goverument Y They are nio gode-these
men-but rather servants, whose firet duty ie ta
carry juta effet the wishes of their masters-the
people. We say this juet now because of the re-
mark of a somewhat prominent speaker to the
effet that a certain course, highly advautageous
te lie weet, was impassible, as /the minister in
charge of the Department viewel the malter in
a different lightý, I lie theory tba4 ational policies
are ta bel determined by the personal feelings of
those who chance ta occupy office le altogether
wraflg. Personal opinion je no account at al
unlose it reflecte. the opinia of the people. It je
the duty of ministers ta go among lhe people, ta
study their' needs and their interests and lieu ta
legislate eccordiiigly. The "'--mier and hie party
have done well ta ieome amanget us. They should
by this tme le f uily alive ta our neede and aur
desires. It is for them, wheu tbey returu ta the
Capital, ta press for tic legislation we require, and
ta proteet us. froni lbe legisialion w. have reason
ta fear.

THEIR VOICE ON THEE H SON'S BAY ROUTE.

The most important ques tion on whici there was
full expression of opinion lied ta do wth the com-
pletian, the ownersiip and contraIl, and the operation
of the Hudson's Bey Rallway. There in ne passibul-
ity of mistaking the viows of the (Wesl on thi.
point. Th6 roed must b. complet9d ,as soon as
passible. It muet lie owued by the people and
operated lu their intereet. It muet not lie hauded
over te lthé Canadien Northern or any other of the

* great empeuies' nar toaeny private corporation,
either completely or in part.

IMMEDIATE ACTION NECESSARY.>

The road in e short oue and not too difficul teo
build. There is no good reason why il ehauld ual
he rushed tar early completion. Lebolers eau b.

bad; meterial ie available, and the country in ready
and anxious for immediate construction. There je
no reason for delay. Th' e .. end the Minister
of Railways seemed ta recognize tiie fact but there
was lacking an emplia1lie declaration as ta the in-
tention of the government. A plain unequivacal
"yes" is mare ta the western peopie than columue of

'vel-turned phrases that may mean one thing ta

the west, another ta the east, sud still anothor ta

the companies who are expecting a plum. It is

nat enough ta say that the government will proceed

«%itout delay. WVe have lhad examples of "proceed-
ing wtotàlyinte past and it ia not much

-onder we Lave grawn skeptical. How long did it

take ta complete St. Audrew's Locke after the

promise was nmadle that the work shopld lie under-

taken "without delay"? Must we b. equally patient

in tie case of the Hl. B. Railway? It wauld have

been sweet music ta western ears ta have more em-

phiatic assurance on this point. The goverument
nIay as well understand that the condition of the

iupport of the west je immediate attention ta this
matter.

THE ROAD TO BE OWIfED BYTHTE PEOPLE.

But. not only must the rond bce completed at once,

it iiis le owvned hy tlhe people. This means tliat

it sýhould lie built by the government. In any case

the people will pay for it. They have already paid

flur tfiree tr-.nscontinental roads, although tbey do

not own thiem, and all they ask now is a fightiflg

chance. Tbey want one loophole of escape f rom

their self-imposed servitude. If bande were guar-

zinteed for tlhe building of this road (ýtnd it bas
lwen rumored that tbey wi- be guaranteed for

1w-ie what it will oast ta build the road, in fact

tiat very proposition is said to have been made in

governmient circles) the people would pay the piper

ithe long run. Then why should tliey not own

w luit the>- pay for? It je said that the Minister of

Finance abjects ta government ownership. What

ias that ta (o with the question? Tliere are other

Mînîsiiters of Finance te lbe had. It is said that the

\lînistèr of the Interior looks kindly towards

Mackenzie & -Mann. The M-%inister of the Interior

a very estimable man, but he nay as well un-
cu-rýtan<l that there are others capable of taking h-

positionlwh will look kindly on the people rather

than on these magnate4i. The West stands for it
mont emphatically-that the country muât own the
rond when it in completed. It in ready. to pay the
money; it in ready to pay it at once, but the rond
must under no ircumstances be handed over to any

of the three great companies now in. existence or

to any other private company. It is idie to say

that the Railway Commission will control the rates.

It bas neyer doue n0 in an adequate fashion and it

will neyer do no in the future. Nobody eau con-
trol such organizations as the great railway com-

panies of Canada.. On the other band they control
not only legisiatures, but iso many members on both

Bides of politica in the Dominion Parliument that

they eau do as they like. But a hait i6ust be

called right bere and now. This new road muât not

bc banded over to any one company as a monopoly,
but running rights muât be guaranteed to ail on
fair terms. In any case such arrangement must be
made that the farmers will find in the road to
Hudson's Bay a competitor to our present lines. This

is the one essential feature of the whole sciieme.
Unles the government will coucede this it had
better not go on with the prosecution of the scheme

ut ail. The people of the West can wait ilutil they
have a goverument that wiil carry put their wishes
in the matter.

WHY THE PEOPLE WISH TO OWN THJ ROAb.

If anyone should ask why the. western people
should lie so anxious to bave th. rond controiled
and operatéd by the governmeutti one answer is
sufficient-that it would mean imedately a saving
of ton million dollars a year to the Weijs.d ulti-
mately a. much greater sum. À correspo ~nt ia the
Toronto Globe han learly demontrated that there
could b. saved 51/c per bush whiéh is th rief o
Fort William to the way oL elland Canal

and i4~er buhol use of tW short baul to the

Bay instead of the Ion a rto Fort William-a
total of 10o a bushel. On one hundred million
bushels this would moan ten million dollar, more
per annum for the fermers than they now receive.

WHY THE COMPÂNIES WISH TO OWN MT

It la no wonder that Mackenzie & Mann or the
direetors of other of the great rop.da should -sit up
at nights wonderlug bow they mnight secure control
of this new eôad. It would pay themn very 'well in-
deed to spend a few millions to bring about this,
resuit.- As a metter 'of fact a few million dollars'
la a bagatelle, aIl things being considered. If anVI
one of the tbree ,,exsting corpgrations owns de
rond to the Hudson'a Bay it willneyer become a
competing line. The cost of transportation will re-
main just *hat it is. If it does become a competing
lino there i. bound to bce a reduction iu rates f rom
the m oment the road if; in operation. It in no
wonder if during the next few monthe these com-
panies do no move heaven and earth to prevent sucb
a thing as contrai of the new route be-the people.

110W THE PEOPLE'S WILL MAY BE TRWARTED

Should any of ouïr readers bie no simple-minded
that tlîey cannot understand how the peoples' will
imight be thwarted in mnatters of tlîis kind it ls
only fair to say tlîat wlhen a great company gives
$1000 towarde the election expenses of obscure mem-
bers of Parliainent on both sides of the house .uch

members are inclined to look kindly upon any de-

mand of that company for favorable legisiation.
WVhen one of these companies gives one-haîf a milh,

more or less, to the general campaign fund the
votes of a wbole party mnay be relied upon, and,

perhaps, when permanent positions of affluence are

thrown in thie way of ministers themselves they

may find arguments for private ownership tliat are

unanewerable. And it in not altogethèr impossible te

get some newspapers inte lino. Yes, a few million

dollars properly speut at the psychological moment

may work wonders. The psycbological moment in

just now. Parliament meets in November and'no
doulit legislation will be brought down tanching

this matter. Again we say that the West 'will stand

for nothing but national ownership and control. It

w ants no partnership; it wants a reduction in rates;

it wants canipetition; it wants the' toiler on the

farm to receive the benefit of bis toil; in other

words it wauts a square deal, and it will have it
eventually.

EASTERN INFLUENCE.

it bas heen going the rouindstha t eamtern influence
le gaing ta forte through Parliamient a measure
wherehy the construction aund aperation of the road

will lie given to 'Mackenzie & 'Mann and it le said

that this legi8lation will la brought down before

the next cenus is taken so' that the influence of

the prair;P provinc(.z' will not b. felt. Should such

a eourse lie taken iwe mould only remind the eelteru

provinces that nothing ie finally sbttled uRtil It is
settled right, ,wl"Iat what oleprli etdos$ ocm
easlly b.e overruled b nohr.Mokni Ma
bave lied euough out* of tht. eountry. Ter mtmi
of aeurngfunde ài i.not neeayt ~a
t le r~anner of building their liii.., d.1tuIg
the ,mmu ities among *bom theY operat$àMa
te H1. For. the- to seek thi. ftàerfavqr, >VoÇ
wh ehh meaes millions every year out of lb. p-o*.tt
of the western fermers, would b. going aUti s
fer. Let us trust that Il a in Ul1dlrmor. BOU*a
thousand limes thst the Toronto Globe us»Il
tînue il. opposition te the rond s a rosd. IhA"
it .should favor brlniging it under ,pnivat
if. the east ia afraid of. the out, le% the wo~
bc laid on the phoulders of thi e *ezB
They will takew4hanes aè toe léfaablH1ê
scbeme, but they must lbe assured that4h
will lie a competitor to thode that now

ZUST A» WETmaREON&

If thle people ofthtue esot were only &Iwak%, 4
bonored premier and hi. colloues afta

the magnitude and posibltles of th est
clearly percelved the advealge otwàmh 14w
rapldly developlng.terrttory ,Whii e wy MuaI"
ply- wîth manufactured good, »y Î;J
ta take a course wbtei muet tend, te I
best customers.W.e cannot lieM
stop will lie taken, but knowtn i
with whom *we mgit have tce mi
note of NWarning. In tii.mattèr l.t Wsal M
Ils way.

THEE NATIONAL ïSGIFCAZCE aPUJ3t*

Aihhough the argument for publie owaerab&p t4
road brougit fot*ard Most fr.qutiq
fluanelal one, l ls by ne means l;i ka
Our national peaee audbarinonydsu4
ceonfidence wbîch our peo le ha,,m-~Ibi
meut, and their, feelingthat-I eyare-
treate4 .Tiers le ot110 sku~ o
anarchy more auriy tats6 UIf h
to me. tis few wualtbl.Tbsi y
teetioniet countriés l in aete lu
to practicai servtude *eaun «pablme01901
eitlstlng conditlonis ll b esw
land lier. is snob an Intense fe.I ags*Ut
railroa.ownesWiio by a v£
have grown »**1 bsMmm

lb. Peopk If101 weretItha
and lthe uf*i*l hi ni
sas houes as they are astu l, WM

of ceure -ud 1n0 feeling of eb"

word cannot be wltibedo and tha I*
la qrowing wth thée sàaous. iow s
Iheir own and the wil bave 1.Tb
governt et Ottawp.a i uadsg*WU

Among the mens advaifred Wf"or
privilege ai operation te one of lie big t tUs
that tie operalion of lie .Intoeeei<uIa
carrled ou et a lens.. Il wbu1d b. as a
argument for oee hoay thal beeauseheoa
blacksmith, uap lu au obscurs ooutrl
horses are seare, sud wir
of a speudtliift whoonyJI -wsa0 bs
noms, liaI, *kerefore, blacokemlitflgla peS'q -

nees altogether. Tho fact Io tbl t Oé l
though only a amaîl fraction et a iisd .ôuId
made ta, pay handsomely if gvusWaf a
Tiero in no oeeunderataudethlM bt«tit is
ministere themselveo. And as for a rmd -»Ie

contompleled Il would surely 'paryasu if %or
people are willing te sufer lb. lois. 'h
ai the West are ' mltgamblera enougi, te take ebaW
on lie venture. Thoy have asa ma i rgbl l tet
chance as Mackenzie & Mena or any other p iem
cancers.

Another reamon given for ual 'm elaleWi
ef tic peoplo in liaI th. x oIie Ii m gn s
Grand Truuk Pacifie hb al et ssu a v
Tien let us have lie wiols twitith rp4e

eprenco. If al lb.hefacta are glVenIR twill
fudthat Ihere l. absoluélynothtg e vol

any goverumeut froni undetsag lhe
of the rond, provided il sels aboutblie woek aa
bueiness-hike way sud tiers la every rees ofr es-
serting thet lhe ouly falr s&d paîrlotlo m.thod of
handling the rond afi t in lweustrued, la l»0
method advocated by lhe people of lie Wesit

Yet uotwith.taudiiig the- arguments la favor' of
a competitîve rosd, and notwllhstandiêg tie emPlI-
ness of tbe objections te -1l, tiers la a posslbilUty
and niay le a probabillly, liaI Canada wfll loue ils
lest opportunily. if se thora la but eue explanallon
lit aI ehgiven, aud -every echoal boy l intoee

,layu tan give it.
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