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ed and ho muet have a separate fire,
when in camp. Sautes were fired on hie
departure fromi and return to a fort. Ail
thie cermony was considered necessary,

-as ithad a éo fec pnth nih and added dignity in the eyes of those(!nblunder hie om mand. That beaver hat
~ was the envy of the Indians and proud,

«ý indeed, wue the Indian who was fortunate
enough to be presented with the factor's
cat oiff at. It would be worn on aU
occasions. Ho might bc devested of
everything but the hat ini warm weather.

3Riding beside the trader, there i rqet
Centsly a priest or miesionary. Next came the

piper or no Hudson Bay f ur brigade was
1 enc comietewithout the bag pipes and many

0a stratbepey has echoed back from thec11aI' rocks and isby the old Hudson's Bay
-m à trail. Records state that on one occasion

a brigae wae coming up a river in canoes
andth e Indians were gathered in a certai
place planning to rob the traders Of their
goods. The white men saw their danger
in time but instead of turrmng in fligI t,
the piper trucku hie PIpe, the voyageurs
dugin therpa ,chting one of the
river songead they dashed through
the astonihentves, without trouble.

These brigadeswee often annoyed
by the Indians, who had a habit of rua-
mng off with heir horses at night and

offering to find them in the morning,
on payment of tobacco.

These various primitive methods of
travel added a picturesque intereet to
the life of the settiers and the daring
traders, under the most difficuit conditions,
started our Dominion on a career o
progress and prosperity.
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hare not very particular-This
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mORE fascinating records cen-
not be found, than those of
the old fur-traders, hardy
voyageurs, treppers and
eturdy pethfinders. Nearly

ail descendants of adventurous werriors
and living amid the excitment of elmeet
savege life, their lives were full of novel
and exciting events, as bas been the case
in each stage of pioneering and colon-
ization on this continent. These enter-
prising and daring tradere lived through
stormy times, when the reaching out
ini fur-trade elways met with opposition
from the Indians and warfare and ite
tragedies followed. Hostilities were
carried on, as weil, between the rival fur
companies and the fierceness of the
struggle for the fur-trade w-as great.
This veet country was the fur-traders'
peradise, wbich course bas always been
a Northern one and more than haîf the
veluable furs of the- worid bave been
obteined in the wild regiens of the Dom-
inion of Canada. These 'pus9hing traders
travelled the fertile prairies of bewiid-
ering distances, the vast water etretches
being their chief meens of communica-
tion and on and up, winding their way
through mountains, lekes and streemie,
ever fanding favorite resorts of tbe
mighty hunter. The trading poste were
hundrede of miles apert, scattered over
vast ereas and brigades of traders carried
communications from post to post. Un-
der wise government, order was restored
after a time, trede wes pleced on a firm
basis, the Indiens were encouraged end
under' more peaceful conditions, the
better life of the trader developed.

So rapidiy have the old habits and
customs of these lords of the forest and
streem passed away, that the records
of their mode of life and cherecterics,
iafluenced by their strange environment
wili ever ho romanoeful reeding.

The story of "Queer Old Peter Fidier"
telle of one of the many unique cbarac-
ters and belpe to picture the life of the
period.

From the diary of tbe quaint oid
trader, it is gatbered that he was born
in 1769, in the county of Derby, Engiand
and arrived i- Rupert Land about 1791,
engaging in the f ur trade. Fie ias very
ener.7etic in the interests of the Hudson's
Bay Company and represented theni in
varieus centres, throughout the fur
regions, one of these being Cumberland
House, the oidest post of the company
in the interior.

From bis documents, it isa obvious
thet be was a man of education and
literary testes, a e lieft a collection
of five hundred books, to be the nucleus
of a library, for the use of the Selkirk
colonists. TËhese books were aftenverds
inecluded in the Red River iibrary and
tbe volumes are to be seen in Winnipeg,
te this day. In bis wil, be is caiied
a "'surveyor" as well as a trader and
made certain vs.iuable surveys for the
Selkirk settiers in tbe panish of Kil-
denan. Later, Fidier w-as piaced in
charge of tbe Red River district and is
descnîbed as arbitrary and bead strong.
Fie is especiaily interesting because of
the records of bis eccentric will.

'lite first request is to be buried in
tbe colony of the Red River and directs
that bis joui-nais, a,- weli as bis observa-
tiens and map, be givèn te the conîmlit-
tee of the Honorable Hudson's Bay Cern.
o)any. His cattie, swine and poUltry

were to be left for the soie use of the
colony and if any of hie children were
to ask for a pair of these aforesajd
animais or fowis, their request was to be
granted. To hie Indian wife% Mary
Fidier, lie bequeathed fifteen pounde a
year, for life, to be paid te hier in goods
fromn the Hudson'e Bay Company store,
to be charged against hie interest
account, ia the hands of the company.

The wiil furtbier requested that the
interest on ail the rest of the money,
belonging to him, in the hande of the
Hudson's ïBay Company or Bank of
England, be divided among hie children,
acerding to their needs.

After the intereet of Fidier's money
had been div ided among hie children,
till the youngest ohiid, Peter, shouid
corne of age, the testator makee thé
following remarkable disposal of hie
residue-that ail the money in funde and
personai property, with interest, be
piaced in the public funds and cont1fiue
eo, until August, the sixteenth, 1969,
this being the two bundredth annivers-
ary of hie birth. Then the wbole amount
of the principal and intereet, so accumul-
ated, was to be piaced at the disposai
of the next maie heir, in direct descent
from bis son, Peter Fidier, or next of
kin. This was dated, Auguet, the six '-
teenth, 1821, and Fidier died the foilow-
ing year. Certain executore were named
wvho afterwards renounced the probate
and execution of the will and bis son,
Thomas Fidier, ivas appointed to ad-
minister it. A considerable intereet in
this wiii lias been ehown by the des-
cendants of Peter Fidier, a number of
wbom stili live in the Province of Man-
itoba., on the banks of the Red and
Assiniboine Rivers. Lawyere, fromn time
to time, have been appointed to seek out
the residue, which under the wili, ouglit
te be in process of accumula.tion tili
1969, but no trace of it cen be found in
Hudson's Bay Company or Benk of
Engiand accounts, thougli diligent seerch
bas been made.

Descendants to the fourth generation
of John Pritchard, fur trader, live in
Manitoba to-day. The naine was known
on tbe Red River in the beginning of
the nineteenth century, before the coin-
ing of the Selkirk Colony. Born in Shrop-
sbire, England in 1777, hie rcceived bis
education in the granuner echool of
Shrewsbury and eariy in the century,
emigrated te M.Nontreal. The ferment
arnong the fur conipanies was greet and
the oid North West Company, heviiig
split into sections, the new or N. y.
Company was forrned and with it John
Pritchard obtained employment. In
1805, be was in the compeny'se mplOYt
at the mouth of the Sourie River and
w-vhile there, had a most thrilling ad-
venture. In going up the Assiniboine
River te Fort Qu'Appelle, a distance of
one hundred and twenty miles, hie
became parted from bis travelling coin-
panions, in iooking for herses and follow-
ing a different streamn, tbe Pipestoiieq
Nvas llèst for fortv davs. For ten daye
lie iivr-d on frogs. two'hawks and a few
other birds, but bis strength ivas nearly
gone and onh' a wonderful vitality mlade
hini :truggle on.' He vas obiiged te
tcear iro bis elothng tn inake covering
for bis feet. Wanderingr in the region
qf the w viid prairie turnip, lie subsisted
on tlîat. Finaiiv lie came teo twe vaca.nte
-%intering bouses of the fur-traders and
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