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He was born at Levis, on the 16th_of November 1839 was educa.ted at the Quebec semi-
nary . and Nxcolet college, and while pursuing his studies oft_en gave way to the inspirations
of the muse, composing songs and poems which he used to publish in the periodicals, and con-
densed in 1862 in a small volume entitled Mes Loisirs. Nearly all the content:s of the
volume were composed while in college. The little unpretentious work was cordiallx‘weloomed
in France as well as Canada, the press on either side of the Atlantic commending it for its
exhibitions of poetic g cfenms Victor Hugo, Lamartine, and other French poets of high reputa-

- tion, commended the work although the author himself seeins not to think much of it.

Mr. Fréchette studied law at Laval university, Quebec, and was called to the bar on the
5th of September, 1864. He left the next ‘year for the United States, and lived for six years’
in Chicago, becoming naturalized, and being much of the. titne very é,ctively engaged in pol”itics,

~ editing for three or four years a repubhcan newspaper called L’ Amerique. . During two
years of the period spent in Chicago, he acted as corres g\secretary to the Tllinois Central
a resident of Chicago, Mr.

Fréchette published a,nother volume of poems, ca.lled La Voix d'un Exile, a pohtma.l work
full of witty and keen sa.nncal thrusts at the Conservatives of Canada, and produm quite

a bensatmn He also composed a poem of considerable lenvth called L'Ottawa, and several
theatrical works and novels, whxch were destroyed in the great fire of 1871. , . ,
. The same year Mr. Fréchette returned to Canada, and took up his resulence at Quebec to - v
- become the Liberal candidate in the county of Levis for the local parlxament aga.mst Dr.
Blanchet, now Speaker of the House of Commons, and. was defeated. He ran again ten
months afterwards for the Doininion parhament, and was again defeated, this time by only
eleven votes’ Nothmg daunted, « ba.tmo not a Jot of heart or hope,” in Ja.nua.r) 1874, on. the
downfall of Sir Jobh A. Macdonald’s cabinet, Mr. Fréchette contested for the third time his

raiload company, a.ttendmgto its forelgn ‘correspondence.

native. county, and was successful serving his constltuents for five years. In 1878, he was
a candidate for re-electlon, but in that exciting- a,nd memorable canvass, the policy of a pro-
tective tariff became a prominent and popular issue, and Mr. Fréchette, who is a free trader or
_revenue tariff man and many others of the ablest men of his party, were defea.bed Whlle in
parlmment he pnnclpa.lly advocated the winter - navigation scherne proposed by his fnend of -
Levis, E. W ‘Sewell, the btulder of the Northern Light, the gallant little steamer ‘which, durmg, ‘
three severe winters fought her way among g the icebergs and hummocks of the Northumberland
straits. His speecbes on that 1mportant questlon attracted considerable attention, and often
raised hvely debates on the pa,rt of -those who considered, as the dream of a utopxst this plan
tor makmg of Quebec a winter harbour. :
., On’ ret,mng to private life, Mr. Fréchette turned his attention to literary work, which is
the most congema.I to his taste, and in 1878 bmuz,ht out a third volumne of poems with the odd
_ t,ltle Pcle Mele, which was hailed mth great enthuslasm by the press genera.lly, a.nd whlch met o




