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and followed himfelf in a veflel called the
Nootka, for Prince William’s Sound. The
Sea Otter was loft, but the Nootka wintered
there, and opened a trade with the natives.—
He proceeded to China with his furs, and in
January 1788, Mr. Mears, in conjunéion with
other Britith traders, purchafed two other vef-
fels, the Felice and Iphigenia. ‘With thefe
two he proceeded from China to the port of
Nootka. On his arrival he purchafed from
the Chief of the diftri® a fpot of ground,
whercon he built a houfe for the more conve-
nient purfult of his trade, and hoifted . the Bri-
tith colours. He built a veffel therc, which he
palled the North-Weft America, and having
traded along the coaft within .the limits of 60°
and 40° 30" North, he made formal treaties
with the Chiefs of feveral diftrics, for free and
excluﬁvc tradc with the natives ;- and he rer
tumed to China with the Felice, leaving the
other veflels to winter at the Sandwxch Iﬂands.
In Chma he found Mr. John Cadman Etches,
wlpo had alfo come from a trading voyage to the
North-Weﬁ Coaft of America, wnder licences
granted tohim and Co. by the EaftIndiaand South
Sea - Compamcs They entered into co-part~
nery, and havmg fitted out twa veflels, the
Princefs Royal and Argonaut, and equipped

them



