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THE MONTH BEFORE CHRISTMAS

The Gift That Is
Always Most Prized!

I look back to the time I was a child. I can recall the look of
anxiety there was upon my dear mother’s face for some time before
Christmas, for there was a good sized family of children, and I being
the eldest, took a keener interest than the others. How did Santa
Claus reach each and every house in one night, and between bedtime
and getting-up time? We never had to be called on Christmas morn-
ing, but how did Santa Claus get in? Mother would find out what
each one had a desire for by prompting us at prayer time; by telling
us we had better make our supplications now that he might hear. I
remember well how each had just what he asked for if at all reason-
able. Then, when I became a father, my wife and I were proud to
follow in the footsteps of our parents. What delight it gave us to
see our little ones hunting Christmas morning for what Santa Claus left.

To 'see the joy it gave makes Christmas a day long to be glad
for and I rejoice that we are able to make home worth living for.
Sometimes I look back and for one moment wish it all over again.
But no! There are many opportunities for making other homes happy,
now that we have the opportunity. Let each and every one strive to
make happy some home that has children where Santa Claus will not

be able to call, for of these our Blessed Saviour said. “Of such is

the Kingdom of Heaven.”

AN air of mystery is beginning to
pervade the domestic circle, Small

persons are seen in anxious con-
verse with elder brothers and sisters,
while “Just what you would like for
Christmas” is being artlessly inquired
about in a careless discussion. A great
industry, in the matter of fancy needle-
work, is manifested by the girls of the
household, while the tiny folk are awak-
ing to the fact that Santa Claus is mak-
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ing ready for his pilgrimage from the
land of the reindeer. What to buy or
make is perplexing many of us—and the
question is of absorbing interest to the
feminine world especially.

“Something for the house” is always
welcome to the mother of the family.
A pretty pillow or cushion seldom comes
amiss, and fortunate is the maiden who
is skilful in drawn-work, embroidery or
stenciling. In the case of a present of
this nature, care should be taken to
consult individual preferences in color
and style, so that the gift may harmon-
ize with the general furnishing or en-
vironment of the home. To give a
handsome blue cushion to a housewife,
whose living-room or parlor is furnished
in brown and green means confusion
and disappointment. A dainty screen

or a chair is also a welcome acquisi- |

tion, and here also the general tone
of equipment already provided needs
to be taken into consideration.

. In small articles, there is infinite var-
lety from which to choose—and the cost
is not necessarily in proportion to the
beauty or desirability of the article. In
the matter of silver, alone, there are so
many dainty trifles, from the vanity box
or salve jar to the pencil or penholder,
that it ought to be easy to select suit-
able gifts from a trayful of trinkets.
In china and cut glass, also, it is not
necessary to soar into luxurious prices
before finding something which will be
acceptable to any woman of good taste.
Remember that it is better to buy a
good article, however small, than to
invest in an imposing bit of cheapness.
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Do not buy a’ cup and saucer of gaudy
or splashy design, which proclaims its
commonness. It would be better to in-
vest in a pin-tray or tiny collar-button
holder in white and gold. Cut glass is
desired by almost every woman, and
there are many small pieces of this at-
tractive ware which will be within reach
of the purchaser of moderate income.
Then, in the brass department, one
meets with a bewildering array of
gleaming objects, from the tiny kettle
to the fern jar. In the hammered brass
there are many charming articles of use
and adornment. The fashion for pierced
candle shades in various designs, from
acorns to butterflies affords a ready sug-
gestion for a small and pretty gift.
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VERY year, there arises a wail
from womankind: “What is a
nice present for a man?” For

some reason or other, it is ever so much
harder to buy a suitable present for the
masculine members of the household
than for the feminine—perhaps because
women are so delighted with a variety
of trivialities, and have so many small
wants to be gratified with comparative
ease. ‘However, a woman need not des-
pair of suiting the masculine taste,
though ties or any article of personal
adornment may be avoided in most
cases, for the remarks which man makes
concerning such purchases are far from
flattering to womanly judgment. Most
men desire to select their own ties and
resent the sisterly or cousinly choice of
color or fabric.

One girl, however, declares’ that she
found just what appealed to her brother
last year, when she invested on his be-
half in some superfine hose. A box of
stationery—not “fancy”—is appreciated
by many men, and a cushion for a “den”
is often welcome. However, be sure to
avoid anything which is too elaborate
or over-trimmed, for the masculine
heart abhors anything of a “sissy” na-
ture. A good picture or bronze or a
blotter of. substantial design would be
considered desirable—or even such a
trifle as a desk calendar might not be
despised. A silver-topped ink-bottle
makes a pretty gift and adorns a lib-
rary table. A paperweight is also a use-
ful article.

In the matter of books, it is rather
difficult to be sure one is making an ac-
ceptable gift, whether the recipient be
man or woman. This is a case in which
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the individual preference should be most
carefully considered. To send ‘Matthew
Arnold’s poems to a man who is a base-
ball enthusiast is almost as pathetic a
blunder as to send George ‘Ade’s “Fables
In Slang” to a university girl, who has
high ideals and admires Pater and
Browning.

THERMOS

Think what Constant Comfort, Con-
venience and Pleasure it is to own one
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Think how much YOU would appreciate having a
THERMOS Bottle, and you will realize how much others
will enjoy it as a gift from you.

Just What Is ALWAYS Wanted

To keep drinks or soups steaming hot all day or all night,
in the nursery or sick room, for picnics or lunches on
outings, when driving, motoring or travelling.

Useful Every Day, at Home or Away

The same THERMOS Bottle keeps boiling liquids hot for
24 hours, or ice-cold liquids cold for 3 days, as desired.
Doesn't this suggest unlimited comfort and convenience
—hundreds of times, in dozens of ways. Then

Make it YOUR gift THIS Xmas

Regular model, with beautiful nickel or copper detachable
cases, highly finished, Pint size $3.50, Quart size $5.50.

New model with neat, serviceable metal cases, Pint
size $2.25, Quart size $3.50.

THERMOS Lunch Kit $3.50.

Sold by leading drug, jewelry, sporting goods and
department stores. If not in stores near you, write us
and we will see that you are promptly supplied. Write
for booklet describing all styles. Sent free.

Thermos Bottle Co. Limited
12-14 Sheppard Street - TORONTO
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