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TRINiTY SUNDAY.

Sunday last was the great feast of thej
Holy Trinity. Thieday has been set amideà
by the Church t specially honor theJ
Three Divine Persons in One God. No
mystery of our. Faith is more sublime
and yet more incomprehensible ta finite1
minds than that of the Trinity. The1
wondrous idesaof Three Persons forming1
only One, and each equal ta the other,1
yet ail distinct in their individuality, àsf
away beyond the grasp of Our limitedt
comprehenaion. When St. Patrick ex-t
plained this great dogma of our Faith toa
the assembied thousande at Tara, het
plucked the shamrock and with thati
triune plant illustrated the mystery. As
well imight we attempt to reach the Sun,i
with a ladder of human construction, as1
ta try and fathon the boundless majestyy
and infinite greatness of that sublimec
Truth. Id its presence we can but pause,
subnit, believe and adore.

We are taught that in the Trinity eachc
of the Divine Persons proceeds from the
Father. The Father is the One, to use
hmiiguage that may be inadequate, but
con prehenible, in whom creative power
ii vested. He it. is at whose thought the
angele and the heavenly army were
brought into heing, at whose command8
worlds arose from nonentity, at whose
word man n ppeared upon the scene of
existence. He is the source of ail light,
all power, ail life; He is the First Person
(if that wonderful Unity, Lte Being

"Whom we cani God, and know no more."

TheSecond Person of tieTrinity is the
Son. He is lte One who performed the
tremendous work of Redemption. He is
called "The Word made flesh." The
Word means the expression of the
Father's will. He turned to the Father,
even in his bitter agôny, and said, " Thy
Will be done." He is also the expression
of the Fatber's glory, power, and majesty.
He ia the Word that conveyed to hu-
manity the deaires of the Father and
that, in His life, actions, and language,
left us the easily understood expression
of the wili of God. He proceeded from
the Father; He came forth from the
rnystic Un:ity of the eternal Trinity, to
impress upon the souls of God's crea-
tures the wishes of the Most High. He
issuedfrotam the centre of Divinity, as s
word issues fron the moutb of man, to
convey to the listener the ides which
gave iL birth.

The Third Person of the Blessed Trin-
i ty is the Holy Ghost; equal in all things
to the Father and te the Son; co-eternal
with both; God even as they are God ;
-proQeeding aise frorn the Father. He is

the executor-if we must use the term-
of the will of the Father as expresied by'
the Word-the Son. Ife it is who sanc-
tifies, who impartsa strength, courage,
wisdom,fortitude,anidallthosegiftathat
man requires sud God bas in readinesa
for hi in the vast treasury bouse of In-
finite Graces. If we might make use of
language,which we feel is far fromgiving
expression to the thoughts we desire to
convey, we will uttempt to illustrate our
meaning. God, the Father, the Firet
Person of the Adorable Trinity, conceived
the desire of bis cresture's redemption
from the powers of hell and the effects
of @in ; the Son, the Second Person, gave
expression ta that will of the Father in
becoming man and suffering to a degree
that sufficed toappeasethe Divine anger;
and the Holy Ghost, the Third Person,
became the executor of that will, as it
had been expressed by the Son, in coming
down upon the Church and sanctifying
and strengthening the envoy aof the
Christ. IL was the Holy Ghost Lhat ex-
ecuted the will of the Father, when H6
came down to the Virgin of Nazareth,
and through His instrumentality the
"Word was made flesh."

Thus we see, even as in a human
iphere, the will, the expression thereof
and its execution, exemplified in an in-
finite and incomprebensible way, in the
Trinity-that is to say in God. lu our
human society, inadequate as the com-
parison may be, we have the desire of the
people, the will of the nation, expressed
by their representatives in acta of legis-
lation, and that expression put into
execution by the constituted authority
that enanates from the very element
that conceived the desire and that which
expressed the will. Thus ithe three dis-
tinct elements form but one body-the
nation, or the race. We can eaily under-
stand them to be distinct and yet form-
ing only one. If it were possible to
nmeasure the infinite by finite rule, we
might form thus somae vague and hazy
conception of the Unity and Trinity of
God.

But for the true Christian there is only
one safe course to pursue, and that is to
bow down before the unfathomable mys-
teries of the world above us. On this
side of the grave we can never hope to
penetritte the veil that the hand of In-
finite Wisidom bas woven and that hangs
between us and the realm of beatific
spiendors. The more we attempt, in our
ignorance or in our pride, to soar into
the secrets of God's Kingdom, the greater
and the more certain will be our fall.
lumility of spirit and of heart was
taught by the Second Person, and that
was an expression of the Father's will,
while the Holy Giost brought us the
graces sufficient to practise that virtue.
Let us then humble ourselves before the
majesty of that incomprebensible mys-
tery, and in so doing, raise our hearte
to the Blessed Trinity and fervently
adore-one God in Three Divine Persons.
Some day it will be given us to read the
ecroll that Eternal Wisdom keeps from
our frail and error-diseased eyûe in this
world.

WE ARE glad to notice the success that
is attending trie laudable efforts of the
Catholic Truth Society and the ladies
who bave undertaken to look after the
intereste of the Catholic sailors. We
publish a letter from an occasional cor-
respondent in which a few very timely
suggestions are made. We would re-
spectfully call the attention of the direc-
tors of the Institute for Catholic Sailors
to this letter. We May, however, re-
mark that the site has been found, the
hall bas been opened, and the situation
is about as near to the locality that our
correspondent suggests as it was possible
or convenient to have it.

MGR. SATOLLIS MISSION.

In the May number of the Forum ap.
pears a symposium on "Monignor
Batolli's Mission to Ameria." Thers
are three articles,-the first by Bishop
Vincent, ofi be Methodist Church, under
the heading "The Pope in Washington ;"
the seond from Dr. Leonard W. Bacon,
a Presbyterian, entitled, " An American
Viceroy from the Vatican;" and the
thiid by Dr. James F. Laughlin, of the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia, under the
caption, " Rome a True Ally of the e.
public." These three contributions
form a very well-defined gradation; the
first, is remarkable for the ignorance and
bigotry exhibited by the writer; the
second for the fair-minded, yet anti-
Catholic expressions of the author, and
the third for the graceful and temperate
language a well a the "ely humor and
gentle irony " that plays through its
pages. Evidently the Pope's representa-
tive in America hua created quite a com-
motion in the breats of the bitterly-
hating anti-Catholic portion of the com-
munity, while bis presence has served,
on the other band, to show to othera how
truly the Church is in accord with the
free institutions of this cpntinent. It
would require considerable space to
analyze these letters, short au they are;
we will be satisfied with pointing out the
principal statementa and arguments set
forth by the three writers. In these
brief communications we find three
phases of American religions sentiment
very concisely expressed.

The first article, signed John H. Vin-
cent, is a beautiful specinien ofunrefined
bigotry. One would imagine, in reading
it, Ébat it came from tie pen of a Rev.
Mr. Noble, or better still, of a Rev. Dr.
Douglas. So bitter are the remarks, so
illogical the argumente, so fal.e the pre-
mises, so erroneous the conclusions, so
unpolished the style, so fiery the de-
nhunciations, so unreasonable the fears,
and se impolite the whole construction,
that, were il not for the name at the bot-
tom, one would almost be leda to believe
that Montresl's great Methodist fire-j
brand bad penned the whole composi-
tion. But imagine our surprise when
we find that it ie a Bishop, a very high
dignitary ln the great Methodiat Church,i
who bas deivered himself of thie uniquei
piece of fanatical writing. We wouldi
be the last person in the world to speak
of Rev. Bishop Vincent and refuse to
give him all the titles that his position
demande. It is true bat in the eyes of
Catholics, and of thousande of others, his
title of Bishop is but a huge joke; still
we would not be s wanting in courtesy
as to speak of him as Mr. Vincent. To
give a key-note to the spirit of bis article,
we have but to state, that throughout
the whole communication, Bishop Vin-
cent speaks of the Apottolic Delegate sa
"Mr. Satolli," snd sometimes as "Francis
Satolli."

The artàcle in itself adds nothing to
American literature, but iL ia a very fair
illustratioi of how prejudiced an educat-
ed man can be, and of how much spleen
and discourteous narrow-mindedness a
blind hyot can display.

In one place only does Bishop Vincent
attempt to rise into the atmosphere o
argument aid in so doing he makes a
statement that, is either meaningless or
else doubly. false. Speaking of Mgr.
Satolli ho slaOte, but he represnts a
1s1 and iemporary policy and not a new
principle." Perchance we are too obtuse,
but we corifess fraukly that we fail to
grasp bis meaning. If he. peans that
the sending of the Apastolic Delegate to
America marks the commencement of
" new and temporary policy" on the
part of Roine, he is greatly mistakeu,
nid his want of knowledge regarding the

ecclesiastical history of the Papal gov-
ernments alone excuses him. It is
neither a new, nor yet a temporary
polioy that Mgr. Satolli represents.- The
policy of conciliation, -of ubiquitous
watchfulneus over the Catholic faithful,
of representation of the Holy See in
other lands, of harmony with the legiti.
mate governmenta of the diflerent na-
tions, and of developement and progross
in accord with the advance and change
of the times, ii a policy asn old a the
bille, and ha been that of Rome since
tim e immemorial. But ho adds: "and
not a new principle." Mot certainly
not. There are no new principles in the
Church of Rome; the principles, or dog-
ma, of our faith are as immutable as the
Rock of Ages, and while there may be
innovations in matters of discipline,
there can never be any ncw principle.
We repeat that either Bishop Vincent
knows not what he says, or else ho is
completely and entirely uatray-which
is evidently due to his ignorance of what
Catholicity really is.

Before bidding adientu this discourte-
ous Bishop, we will quote one ofb is
sentences: it is a model, and might serve
as a text for some A. P. A. lecturer. He
says: "Therefore let us know Rome;
(if ho knew Rome ho would not remain
an hour outside the truc fold), let us
speak out boldly; (not caring whether
his language ia justified or not), vote
conscientiously; (according to the bind
dictates of anti-Catholic hatred), circu.
late literature widely ; (tracte and bibles),
organize and sustain courses of lectures;
(a la Mrs. Shepherd), reason kindly with
our many fair-minded and patriotic
Roman Catholic fellow-citizens ; (but ho
does not show the exemple), study Rame
in Rome, and Spain and Mexico and let
her understand that she cannot be the
Rome of Rome, of Spain, or of Mexicoin
the United States." To Pave space wu
condensed our comments in the paren-
thesie above. The last part of the
Bishop's sentence is the best evidence uf
his real want of knowledge, even the most
elementary, regarding Rome. If he
means by the study ofa" Rome inI Ronie,"
the study of Cathulicity, we can tel hlim
that Rome is at once the centre of
Christian goverznment and the hotebed of
infidelity and anti-clericalism. He could
not go to a worse place than Rome if he
seeke to study Catholicity, for bis anti-
Catholie prejudices would lead him, not
to the Propaganda, but ta salons of Italian
infidelity, where all that is vile and false
Lhat man could say, regarding the Vicar
of Christ, is the fashion.

It is refreahing to pas from Bishop
Vincent's wild explosion of hatred aud
religious animosity to the higher and
more refined plane uf Dr. Leonard Wool-
sey Bacon's article upon the Pope's re-
presentative. The Catholic Mirror com-
menting upon this second letter says :-

" Much more liberal is Dr. Leonard W.
Bacon, who contributes the second palper
to the symposium. He speaks of the
Catholie Church and of Monsignor Satolli
with respect; indeed. he pays quite a
tribute to both. And Dr. Bacon seems
to see in the establishment of the Apos-
tolic Delegation no peril to the Republic
whatever. But Dr. Bacon is a man of a
wholly different type from thecontracted
and prejudiced bigot, the Methodist
bishop."

.Dr. Bacon scoi's at the idea of any dan-
ger tu the Institutions of Amorica lrom
the presence of Mgr. Satolli. He points
out the uproar that was raised in Eng.
land when Cardinal Wisemnau was raised
to the purple. The. Protestant element
saw visions of inquisitions, Papal tem-
poral dominion over them, and a whole
train of nightmare horrors; but the re-
sult was that Cardinal Wiseman died
honored and beloved by the whole King-
dom, and the institutions of the country
remnained as stable s ever, the howl


