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ing a place in yourMiscellany, and for which tley are .ery mueh at
your service, ihould you think them equally meriting attention. They
i believe jave have no claim to origríality; for *lthough there ap-
pears no reference'to tliê authors from'whence thèf are taken, the dis-
sultory made in which théÿ follow eiöh~other,þiid tlëdetached formof
their nsertion leadto the belief that tbey are copiesfrom other'wri-
ters, and only serve to show that it ias a subject ;wbich deeplg en-
grossed -his attention; vhile the judiciousness of the selection is no.
less evincive of his good taste.

Speaking'of Epitaps an eminent writer observes . that the princi-
'pil intention of Epitaphs is toperpetuate exaniples ofvirtie; that the
tomb of a good ,ain may supply thewant of bis presence, and vener-
ation for bis memory, produce the same- eifect astheý observation of
'is life ; that they ought alvays ta-be Wrttedith regard to truth ;
:and that the best subject for them is-private virtue. 'irtuè- exerted in
such circuinstancés as may admit of many iiitators."

The. custom of payinga venerative respect, for the dead not only
'claims attention from the antiquity of the practice, but aiso from its
being~observed amongall nations:botli antient And modern, civilized
and barberous. Plato marks his.opinion of this custom by obseHing

that those who take care of thé morunents of their ancèsters, :and
pay funeral duties to their friends, are just to the dead." Almost. all
nations of which ive read follow-the sani -òbservations, particulaly
the Chinese, the Egyptians.and .nearer home the Welsh pursue the
p'actice of décorating the graves of their friendsand relatieswith
flowers. The same custom prevails i many partsof JIreland -here
upon a certàin day the poorer classes assemble at the church 'yards:
and dress the graves of all indiscriminately
. England ivith all'her boasted Ïefinement is perhaps less aten tive to
ilese aimable remembrances of tie dead than any other nation.- -
There we not dnly observe a negleet of that decent attention to pre-
serve the last'remembirances of mortality, the tombs of their. ances-
tors; but there is less general regard paid'to the graves'and sepul.
liral monuments of those who go to their lorng homes froi among us

a't the preseent day than in nations boasti*ng less refinement. This:ia
particularly observable in the selection of Epitapbs. Although w&
nay occasionàlly 'meet with exceptions ; the great majority of · them

are calculated to raise ideas in the'mind very widely different from-
what the sight of the receptacle for departed vorth ouglt ta produce.
H ow rarely do we find modërn monumental inscriptions equal in pa-
thos to those we find on the Tombs of the antients. The eye that is
fònd of perusing these remembrances of the dead, is noW too frequent-.
]y disgusted with the absurdity, folly, and irreverance to be traced in
every lino.

The folloving beautiful exceptiod to this ir putàtion is said to7be
from the pen of the late Lord Paierston; 'and cold and hard us
that.léart be who could read it'without feeling that corrsponding
symp thy ,vhieh ought to prevail in such a plaé -as it i iet witl
and that deep anguils Wligh dictated-the st'a.,


