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THE ROMANCE 0DF EMPIRE.

13Y' THE REV. r. A. WIGIITMAN.

OME vears ago a fev',
~~ Colorado beeies wverc

wvas e d upon the
t. shores of Prince Ed-

ward Island1, and iii-
idiatclv wvent up to
possess thie ]and. It is
n~îeedless ta say the
country wvas soon filled
witlî thiese representa-

tives of a foreigni soil. 13v blunder-
ing chance and persistent effort
through miany defeats, they tra-
verscd the wvastes of land and sea,
reaching at last this remiote region.
Moreover, thev camne ta stay.

There is, of course, a vast guif
between, these pest-iferous inisects
and God's noblest creature-man,
and, yet, wlien we think of the bis-
tory of human migrations, the
blindness wliich lias cbaracterized.
them, the accidents which have
furthered them, the pci-sistencc with
which they have been pursued, and
the conipleteness with which flic
earth bias been occupied, wve are re-
rninded that they have nîuch in
conînian, and that, lîuianly speak-
ing, bath have, ta a large extent,
been the creatures of circumstaiîces
-the flotsami aîîd jetsanî of the
,sea. But lîcre the coîîîparison ends.

Tlhis restless migratory spirit hias
characterized the varions races of
iei since Abrani betookz linîself
f roin Ur uf the Clialdees, ntih the
present tinie. Froni a tiîîy nul it

1ias beconie a surgiîîg sea. This is
a divinely irnplanted instinct, an
essejîtial law, tlîoughi fraughît witlî
tragedy, yet working for tlic good
af niankind at large. The conquest
of Canaanî, wvith its claslîing inter-
ests and bitter strife, lias been ne-
peated a tlîousand tinies iii the
course of humiai historv. TIi the

working"Y aut of tlîis laNw, according
ta the wvill ai God, the false gives
place ta the truc. On the fciunda-
tions of past grcatncess is buitit the
greater grcatncss of to-day, as ever
upwar1 the ilîiher altitudes of
human dcvclopment move. This
is as essential a 1awv as gravitation
and, penhaps, as inîexorable.

WVe build like corals, grave on grave,
But pave a pathway sunward,

Or like the ocean, wave on ivave,
We're ever pressing onivard.

-Though beaten back ini many a fray,
Yet, ever strengtli -%e borrow,

And where the vanguard halte to-day,
The-rear shall reut to-morrow."

To tue Anglo-Saxon race, per-
hîaps, nmore tlîan ta any other ai
modemn tintes, bias been given tlîis
instinct of conquest, calonization
and empire. And, in ail humility,
let us believe that tue Supreîîîe
Ruher of the Univense is using this
manked racial chanactenistie for the
wonking ont of His purposes for
the good. af mani.

The story of Britishi colonizatioîî
for over tlînee huiîdred years is, ta
say the least, ance ai thrillingÎ
romance, aiîd anc whiclî wouId re-
quire volu.îîcs ta tel]. Wlheil Sir
Hunîphrey Gilbert, iii the naine ai
Britaiiî, raised the ieteor flag ai
England an the bheak aîîd rocky
shores ai Ncwfouxîdland in i58,
Britain stanted au flic starnîv sea
ai enmpire, on lier niaideiî voyage.
The tlîrce lîuîdred and twentv-five
years tlîat bave passed is îîat a vers-
long period lu the hile ai a people,
but betweeii tiiese dates iniglîtv
achievernents bave been wyought.
Within tliese periods the Imiperial
M1othier lias given birtlî ta flic
United States, Canada, Australia.
N-ew Zealand, Sauth Ainica, Tu-
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